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Fulton County Indiana Handbook

SCHOOLS

* % % % %

PAW PAW SCHOOL [Aubbeenaubbee Township]

Located in Section 21, NW corner 1000W [SR-17] and 400N, on same road as church
known as Pumpkin Head Church.

[photo] Paw-Paw School in Aubbeenaubbee Township 1908-09. Also known as Small
Pox, this school stood at the corner of 1000W and 400N on the north side of the road. Front Row:
Ray Lewis, Walter Johnson, Geneva Van Kirk, Mabel Johnson, Esther McClain, Joe Shidaker,
Everett Young, Ray Ginther, Joe Denny behind Bert Mahler, Esther Owen, Bertha Shidaker. Row
2, Oren Sedley, Walter McClain, S. O. Daugherty, Scott McClain, Omer Pickens, Rufus Shidaker,
William Owen, Clyde Denny, Hazel Rerrick, L. C. Daugherty. Row 3: Mary Owen, Dessie
Young, Lorraine Seeley, Leone Pickens, Mary Daugherty, Bertha McClain, Ola Shidaker. Row 4:
Clarence Young, Ralph Daugherty, Ernest Pickens, Lorie Tharp, Rueben Daugherty, Howard
Gillespie - teacher. (Photo from Bertha McClain Tash’ s scrapbook)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 48, p.30]

[photo, cover] Paw Paw (also known as Small Pox) School in the fall of 1912. Everett
Y oung pitches to batter William Owens, while Walter McClain serves as catcher. Out front to the
right is Scott McClain. Walter Johnson stands in the doorway. Teacher (tall man in back row) is
Omer Reichard. Row 1: Cecil Young, Bert Mahler, Gerald Feece, Everett Overmyer, Ray Ginther,
Lucille Hammond, Mabel Seeley, Vera McClain, Grace McClain, Ethel Johnson, Lyvel Mahler,
Florence Lewis, Ethd Overmyer. Row 2: Emmit McClain, teacher, Esther McClain, Mabel
Johnson, Esther Owens, GenevaVan Kirk. (Photo: Mrs. Harold E. (Ethel Overmyer) Harding)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 17, cover]

Paw Paw School had an outbreak of small pox, and the school became known as Small
Pox Schoal.

Paw Paw school (section 21) stood at the [NE] corner of 1000W and 400N. . . It was
named originally for the paw paws which were plentiful in the woods around the school. Then it
was nicknamed Small Pox school in about 1900. Teachers were Mattie Stubbs 1891-2; Martha
Cook; Solomon Shadel 1900; Wes Kaley; Paul Guise 1909; George Kaley 1910-11; Omer
Reichard 1912-13 (he received $44.20 a month to teach). Patrons included Jones, Plantz, Ginther,
and Shidaker families. It was closed about 1918 and is now used as abarn on Fred Ditmire’' s farm.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 17, p. 7]

MEMORIAL TO LEITERS FORD MUSEUM
Bertha McClain attended the Pawpaw School beginning in September 1906 as a student
in the fifth grade. The teacher was Frank King. Succeeding teachers were Howard Dickie, 1907-
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08; Howard Gillespie, 1908-09; and Martha Cook 1909-10. Bertha attended Leiters Ford High
School, graduating in 1914.
[FCHS Quarterly No. 48, p. 29]

PERRY SCHOOL [#3] [Liberty Township]

Located S side of 950S approximately 250E.

Built before 1876; abandoned between 1883 and 1907.

Another school same name, located N side of 950S approximately 250E.
Built between 1883 and 1907.

[photo] Perry school 1918-19. Row 1: Emerson and Glen Ward, unknown. Row 2: Fern
Miller, Dorothy Dague, Marie Cornell Crippen, Ruth Cornell Mean, Robert Ward, Charlie
Werner. Row 3: Mildred Miller Stingley, Ida Ludwig Pownall, Mary Ward Smith, Mae Cornell
Preble, Claude Cornell, George Books. (Photo: taken by teacher, Esther Green Tanner).

[FCHS Quarterly No. 22, p. 11]

PERRY SCHOOL
By Lois Wagoner:

The first Perry school, District No. 3, was built before 1876 on the south side of 950S,
half way between 200E and 300E. The second schoolhouse was built after 1883 across the road.

Mrs. Creatie Ausman Emery gave me thisinformation:

| attended Perry school from 1903 ‘till 1910. My first three years were spent in Reed
school west of Fulton.

Teachers were Kerch Robbins 1903, Arthur Fry 1904, Grace Anglemeyer Bookwalter
1905, Elmer Reed 1906, Myrtle Morts Bevelheimer 1907-08 and Thomas Enyart 1909.

Pupils | remember were the Whybrew family, James, Frank, Chester and Grace Whybrew
Zartman; Frances Heyde, Cora Brown Knauff, Luther Wylie, Argos and Ivy Brown, Carl Emery,
Mabel Emery Vernon; Esther, Edna, Elizabeth and Paul Emery; Hazel and Ralph Edgerton, Ruth
Krathwohl Sutton, Esther and Bernice Krathwohl, and Kenneth Miller.

Between 20 and 25 attended with all eight grades represented. We studied reading,
writing, history, grammar, arithmetic and spelling.

I remember one day | was helping Mabel Emery with an arithmetic problem at the
blackboard. | had my arm around her, so the teacher made us stand in the corner with our arms
around each other.

Recollections by Mary Ward Smith:

I went to Perry school in 1914 to 1919. Teachers were Ray Bish, Beatrice Olmsted
Hendershot, Truman Ward and Esther Green Tanner.

We used to play Dog and Deer in the snow and go ice skating on a pond. Charlie Warner
always brought a hard-boiled egg for lunch, which he would crack on his head. One day the boys
substituted a fresh egg, and they had a good laugh when it ran down his face. When we played tag
George Books, abig boy, would grab me and hold me. It made me so mad.

Recollections by Esther Green Tanner, ateacher:

| graduated from Fulton High School in May 1918. | went to Indiana Central College at
Indianapolis for 12 weeks course that summer. | received my permit to teach and my first school
was Perry. Sept. 1918 | drove a horse and buggy about five miles and put the horse in the barn at
Jim Whybrew’s.

There were 14 pupils; four were in the 8th grade. That winter the flu epidemic was bad
and school was closed for a while. The Ward children brought me a note from their mother one
day asking me to stop at the house as she wanted to talk to me. | worried all day what | had done
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or not done. When | stopped, she asked me to stay overnight with them some night. Henry Becker
was county superintendent and he visited one afternoon.

Carol Bddwin Black writes that Joe Musselman bought the Perry school building and
moved it to his farm. He used it to store hog feed. He would buy cookie crumbs and floor
sweepings from a bakery for feed. When he got a load he would call the Baldwin children to
come. They had a feast on cookie pieces and sometimes whole cookies and chunks of pure milk
chocolate.

Mrs. Ross Baldwin has a picture of 15 or 16 pupils, one holding a basketball with Perry
1923 printed on it. That was probably the last year for school there, and the pupils were taken to
Fulton.

The school stood on the Whybrew farm now owned by Ralph Swank.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 22, pp 11-12]

The schools in this township are al supplied with teachers. . . .Miss Leffel at the Perry
district. . .
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, October 18, 1878]

Rev. R. J. Smith delivered a very impressive sermon, last Sunday evening, at Perry’s
school house.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, December 20, 1879]

PIN-HOOK SCHOOL|----- ]

The Pin-Hook school is progressing finely. Miss Sarah Carter, teacher.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, October 1, 1875]

M. S. Weills, who taught the north Pin-Hook school last winter, was elected to teach it
again thiswinter. . .
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, October 29, 1875]

PLEASANT GROVE ACADEMY [Kewanna, Indiand]

Pleasant Grove Academy, at Kewanna, will open Monday, August 31, 1874, and
continue twelve weeks - - - common branches and algebra. A normal class will be formed for the
benefit of those who expect to teach. Good boarding can be had at reasonable prices. Rooms for
self-boarding can be rented. An examination for teachers license will be held in our school
building, by the county superintendent, Oct. 31, 1874 . . . call and see us, and, or address S. M.
Kitrick, Kewanna, Fulton county, Indiana. Dr. J. Q. Howell, H. Phillips, Dr. Thompson, Trustees.

[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, August 6, 1874]

Pleasant Grove Academy at Kewannawill open Monday, August 31, and continue twelve
weeks . . . call and see us, or address S. McKitrick, Kewanna, Fulton Co., Ind. Dr. J. Q. Howell,
Hickman Phillips, Dr. Thompson, Trustees.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, August 8, 1874]

PLEASANT HILL SCHOOL [#12] [Liberty Township]
Located SW corner of Meridian and 900S.
Designated as School #8.
Built between 1876 and 1883.

[photo] Pleasant Hill school 1913. Row 1. Lyman Dawald, Harold Fry, Helen Fry, Cyrus
Durbin, Anna Belle Durbin (Knepp), Ronald Shaw, Faye Durbin. Row 2: Opa Teel, Louise
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Nellans, Walter Teal, Hubert Doud, Merl Durbin, Dessie Buchanan - teacher. (Photo: Dessie
Buchana Rentschler).

PLEASANT HILL SCHOOL
By Lois Wagoner and Shirley Willard:

Pleasant Hill one-room school was located on the south side of the road west of Andy
Rentschler’s house on the southwest corner of [900S] and 100E in Liberty Township. It was a
wood building built between 1876 and 1883.

Teachers were Edward Doud 1903-05, Minnie Wagoner 1906-09, Angie Conn Enyart
1909-10, Ray Bish 1910-12, and Dessie Buchanan Rentschler 1912-13, which was the last year.

Charles Olmsted recalls the following pupils. Meda Overmeyer, Ethel Fry Rans, Ray
Overmeyer, Ralph Goss, Rosie Heine, Blanche Cole, Hazen Miller, Archie Doud, Charles
Olmsted, Roy Overmeyer, Besatrice Olmsted Hendershot, Ollie Miller, Loyd Smith, Anna Belcher,
Clara Lowman, James Sparks, Clarence Phillips, Lena Merrit Hoover, Laura Phillips, Opal Durbin
Sherrard.

Opal Durbin Sherrard started school at the age of six in Rossville, 11l. She took graades 2
and 3 in one year and entered fourth grade at the age of 8. Her teacher said this was the youngest
pupil she had ever had in the fourth grade. In those days pupils could go as fast as they wanted and
advanced to the next grade whenever they finished the books. Opal was kept home to avoid scarlet
fever and her family moved to Indiana. In the fall of 1908 Opal entered fourth grade at Pleasant
Hill school. Minnie Wagoner was her teacher 1908-09 and Angie Conn Enyart 1909-10. Ray Bish
was her teacher in the eighth grade Opal took the eighth grade exams and was the third highest in
the county. Mr.Bish tried to talk Opal’s parents into sending her to high school, but at that time
high school students were not allowed to ride the hack so it would mean walking or staying in a
room in town (Fulton). So Opal and Rosie Heine took the eighth grade over again the next year.
Mr. Bish taught them Latin, algebra, parsing (now called diagraming) of sentences, and many
other high school subjects. Mrs. Heine wouldn’t let Rosie go to high school because she thought
the girl knew enough to get along.

The next year (1912) the trustee Edgar McCarter said that high school kids could ride the
hacksif it was all right with the driver and if they paid (something like 50 cents a month) to ride.

Opal entered Fulton high in 1912 and stayed in a room with Crettie Ausmun (Emory) in
the big white house of Mrs. John Hanson that stood on the corner south of where the new Fulton
Medical Center is being built. (The Medical Center is being built on the south side of Ditmire-
Zimmeman funeral home. Rickett’s tin shop stood where the Medical Center is now.) Opal paid
50 cents a week for her room and provided her own food from the farm such as ham, eggs, and
potatoes. She and Crettie often did the cooking, but Mrs. Hanson usually cooked the noon meal so
they could eat and hurry back to school.

Dave Poorman was the first hack driver, then Willard Williams, later EImer Eytcheson
was the hack driver for many years. Opal’s father, Amos Durbin, drove the hack for one year
1914-15 so Opal rode with him. The next year she stayed in town with Mrs. Hanson again and
graduated in the spring of 1916 at the age of 16.

Opal became good at elocution in high school and gave programs for Teacher’s Institute
held upstairs at Fulton high school. She also did substitute teaching in the grade school downstairs.
Teachers she met at the Teacher’s Institute were Vernie Bowen, Verna Hazlett, Beatrice Olmsted,
Ray Bish, Angie Conn, many others. Opal gave a program in October on James Whitcomb Riley’s
poems: “Little Thomas Tailholt”, “I Was Born in Indiana’, “New Year's Day at Willards’, and of
course, “Little Orphan Annie” with its famous line, “The goblins well get you if you don’t watch
out!” She can still recite some of the poems from memory nearly 60 years later.

Pleasant Hill was a wooden building. They carried water from the Andy Rentschler farm
(John Myers lived there then) as the school had no well. There were trees back of the school and
the children liked to play there. After it closed, Andy Rentschler bought the school, tore it down,
and put a corn-drying bin there.
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[FCHS Quarterly No. 22, pp 9-10]

PLUNK SCHOOL [Liberty Township]

POLECAT/JUBILEE SCHOOL [#1] [union Township]

Located E side of 600W at approximately 150S.
Built before 1876; abandoned between 1883 and 1907.

From the Herald.

The sale of the Pole Cat school building, and ground on which it stands, took place at
Trustee Russell’s office Saturday afternoon as advertised. The building was sold to Elias Miller
for $15.00 and the ground (1/2 acre) to Capt. Jackson for $5.00.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, April 22, 1899]

[photo] Pole Cat School 1895 last day of school. This one-room school was located on
the John Hartman farm (later Ralph Johnston’s farm, now Virgil Jana’s), on the west side of 600W
halfway between 100S and 200S. It was closed in 1898, replaced by Jubilee School. Front Row:
Clyde Collins, Hugh Sparks, Vere Calvin's place (he did not like the photographer and left the
group, left his hat on the ground), Arthur Collins, Frank Hudkins, John Hudkins, Lloyd Callins,
Roscoe Coallins, Jennie Engle. Row 2: Teacher - Mary Costello, William Barger, Glen Barger,
Grace Slick, Exie Slick, Elra Hogan, Charley Engle, Lela Slick,George Collins or Jesse Felty,
Homer Gollins. Row 3: Lena Copeland or Martha Long, John Hilflicker, Peter Engle, Guy Barger,
Frank Collins, Lewis Engle. Row 4. Stella Barger, Altha Hilflicker, Charles Collins, Ella Gohl,
George Felder, Mdlissa Collins, Bert Gordline. (Photo: Clyde Collins scrapbook)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 48, p. 66]

Polecat School stood on the east side of 600W one-half mile south of the present Jubilee
School. Polecat School was built before 1876 and was abandoned between 1883 and 1907,
according to the atlases of those dates.

Jubilee School still stands on the northeast corner of 100S and 600W south of Cowles
gravel pit.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 44, pp 60-61]

Reuben Minton [has charge of] Barretts schoolhouse, or “Polecat”.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, December 6, 1873]

POLLEY SCHOOL [#2] [Aubbeenaubbee Township]

Located in Section 14, N side 500N, at approximately 735W.

Also called Gamby.

Built before 1876; abandoned 1883 and 1907.

[photo] Polley School (building at right) in Aubbeenaubbee Township 1904. This one-
room school was located on the north side of 500N halfway between 750W and 675W. Thisis the
only known photo that exists of this school as it burned about 1905. It closed about 1900 and was
moved a half mile north to the corner of 550N and 750W on the north side of the road. There it
was used as a residence for the George Polley family, then Robert Yelton, later Charlie
Coughenour’s widow. Originally the school was located on Levi Gamby’s farm and was also
called Gamby’s school. It was called Polley School because Oliver Cromwell Polley lived just east
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of the school. Teachers were Mary Shadle 1883, Frank Beery 1885, Bessie Curtis, Carrie
Marbaugh 1890, Bertha Kline 1900. (Photo lent by Everett Murhling, copied by DeBruler Studio)
[FCHS Quarterly No. 43, p. 37]

Polley School was located on 500N halfway between 750W and 675W on the north side
of the road. It closed before 1890 and was moved a half mile north to the corner of 550N and
750W on the north side of the road. There it was used as aresidence for the George Polley family,
then Robert Yelton, later Charlie Coughenour’s widow. It burned probably between 1900 and
1905. Originally the school was located on Levi Gamby’s farm, but it was called Polley School
because Oliver Cromwell Polley lived just east of the school. Patrons included Polley, Smith,
Barger, Murling, Crabbs, John Jacob Wagoner and Bess families. No one remembers any of the
teachers asit wastoo long ago.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 17, p. 4]

PONTIOUS SCHOOL [Henry Township]

POSSUM HOLLOW SCHOOL [#6] [Newcastle Township]

Also called Barkman School.

L ocated three miles north of Athens.

Located SW corner of 650E and 300N.

Built before 1876; abandoned between 1876 and 1883.

Another school, same name, located NE corner of 650E and 300N.
Built between 1876 and 1883.

[photo] Possum Hollow school built in 1894, pictured above in 1904-05. Row 1. Sam
Shobe, Jim Hutchinson, Robert Russell, John Shobe, Carrie Zolman, Ella Emmons, Fred Russell,
Vida Walburn, Willie Doukin, Kline Smith, Beulah Russell, Roy Rhodes, Agnes Rhodes, Effie
Bussard, Scott Bowen, Eunice Barkman, Delta Barkman, Glen Russell, Mildred Rhodes, Orvan
Heighway, Sumner Rhodes, Mina Barkman, Maggie Heighway, Washington Hamlet and Norman
Emmons. Row 2: Pery Jefferies, Court Rhodes, Laversa (Dal) Smith, Martha Bowen, Mary
Heighway, Sadie Kedler, Charley Heighway, Carrie Bussard, Leland Jefferies, Frank Emmons,
Harley Walburn. (Photo: Beulah Russell Peterson)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 25, p. 3]

POSSUM HOLLOW SCHOOL
By Herman Haines and Sandra Hartlerode

Possum Hollow school was first located on the southwest corner of 700E and 300N. The
ground was donated by John Barkman with the promise that when the land was no longer used for
a school it would go back to the farm, which it did. The frame schoolhouse was abandoned in
1894 when a new brick building was built on the northeast corner of the same intersection. The
brick building was then abandoned about 1925 when the students from Lakeview and Possum
Hollow were al taken to Talma where they had a three-year high school. Before the transfer to
Talma, Lakeview and Possum Hollow schools were consolidated at Possum Hollow.

Teachers at Possum Hollow were Jerry Byers, John Haimbaugh, Tom Haimbaugh, Clyde
Fish, George Deamer, Sr., Linnie Tippy, Dessa Thompson, Cleo Hatfield (1912-13), Zora Coplen,
Loren Bryant, ElIma Barr, Lena Barkman, Vance Fenstermaker, Harley Anderson (1916-17),
Hobart Rogers, Boyd Peterson (1917-18), J. D. Finney (1920-22), Rudy Bybee, Blanche Bacon
(1918-19), Marie Ewing (1919-20) and the last teacher, Cleo Teeter Nye (1922-24).

Mrs. Clarence Peterson (Beulah Russell) remembers that all students who lived within 1-
1/2 miles of the school walked to and from the building and carried their dinners. Sometimes in
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bad weather the parents would take the children to school by carriage, stopping along the way to
get other pupils who lived enroute.

There was one teacher for all grades from chart class (now called kindergarden) through
eighth grade. The older boys didn’t start school until the corn was cribbed and the winter supply of
wood was cut and they left school when spring work began. Because of the shortness of time spent
in school many of them attended until they were 21 years old to finish the eight grades.

Mrs. Peterson also recalled, “The pump was located quite a distance from the
schoolhouse which made fetching water in the wintertime an inconvenience. | don't recall the
children in my family ever having overshoes and | remember that we got wet as we walked to
school through the snow. Many times we would sit on block of wood and logs around the large
stove in the midde of the room. | can remember that it became very cold in the schoolhouse at
times. There was a square opening in the ceiling above the stove and much of the heat was | ost.

“The boys usually played ball during recesstime. Zolman’s woods was located across the
road from the schoolhouse. Sometimes some of the pupils would go there to play hide-the-stick or
to gather thorn apples and beechnuts. Around Christmas the students would begin to talk of
locking the teacher out if a treat wasn't given. As long as | was in school | can’t remember a
teacher being locked out. They always gave atreat,” concluded Beul ah Peterson.

Vance Fenstermaker taught at Possum Hollow in 1913-14. He adds the following
comments. “The year | finished high school, 1913, the principal asked me if 1 would like to
become ateacher as he thought | could get an assignment. | thought about it and decided to attend
normal school. At that time a teacher was required to finish 12 weeks of normal school and pass a
county examination. | attended the school at Winona Lake passed the exam and was assigned to
Possum Hollow school that fall term (1913). | believe Frank Coplen was trustee at that time.

“My family lived on the county line road about eight miles from Possum Hollow, too far
from home for it to be practical to travel each day, so | boarded with the Frank Mickey family
(first house south of Bethlehem Baptist Church). My mother took me to Possum Hollow each
Monday morning by horse and buggy and returned to fetch me on Friday night so | could be home
on weekends. | had to sleep in the same bed with Porter Mickey, Frank’s son. The boarding cost
me 18 cents a meal; 54 cents a day with bed. That was considered a reasonable amount at the time.
My pay was $45 monthly; computed at 20 days per month, it came to $2.25 per day. It was
considered very good pay as a man shoveling gravel made only $1.50 per day for 10 hours of
work. (I did some shoveling myself for a while). | was able to save enough money that first year |
taught to buy a horse and buggy of my own.

“As| remember the kids in those days were better behaved than kids of today. If they got
into trouble and were punished at school they could expect to receive a second punishment when
they got home to their parents. Parents expected their children to obey the schoolteacher and they
usually obeyed, which was surprising as | was barely any older than some of the pupils that first
year | taught at age 18.

“l had all eight grades to teach at Possum Hollow but the school only totaled 31 pupils
that year. | remember that only two were graduated from eighth grade that year: Lucy Coplen and
Fanny Krathwald. The kids played the usual games at recess; ball, blackman base, hide and seek.
On the last day of school that year they surprised me with a huge picnic lunch.The people just
started to arrive and they constructed atable by putting long planks across the tops of a couple of
desks and then proceeded to fill the table with food. | was really surprised and we all had a good
time that day. They wanted me to come back the next year but | thought | could get another school
assignment closer to my home. | was able to get assigned to a school in Marshall County the next
year, which was located just one mile from my family home. | remember Possum Hollow well and
with fondness,” Mr.Fenstermaker concluded.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 25, pp 3-5]



Pr

The Sunday school at Possum Hollow school house is getting along pretty well, with M.
L. Kesler as superintendent.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, June 2, 1877]

Teachers:

John Haimbaugh
1904-05: Dessie Thompson
1915-16: Harley Anderson
1923 (ca): Cleo (Teeter) Nye

Martha Mathews married Lavoy Hoffman and livesin a new house where the old Possum
Hollow one-room school was in Henry Township. [7]
[William Dudgeon Family, Malcolm Miller, Fulton Co Folks, Vol. 2, Willard]

PRAIRIE GROVE SCHOOL [#9] [Union Township]

Located SW corner of 600W and 300S.
Built between 1876 and 1883.

[photo] Prairie Grove School 1908-09. Front Row: Freda Phebus, Frances Evans, Bessie
Van Cleve, Aletha McCay, Lee Mullins. Row 2: Alice McCay, Hortie Finney, Florence McCay,
Wilbie Evans, Leo Steinke. Row 3: Grace Coallins, Verla Grandstaff, Myrtle Curtis, Jesse Van
Cleve, Eldon Walters. Back Row: Pearl Mutchler (later Mrs. Milton Hiland) - teacher, Schuyler
Grandstaff. (Photo: Pearl Hiland) Prairie Grove one-room school stood on the southwest corner of
300S and 600W about two miles east of Kewanna. It was across the road from the Prairie Grove
Church.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 46, p.42]

[photo] Prairie Grove School 1916-17, located a mile and a half southeast of Kewanna.
Front Row: Clifford Moore, Lawrence Holland, Catherine Herr, Francis Leap, Rannie Roberts,
Richard Short. Row 2: Mabel Rankin, Vera McClain, Kathryn Moore, Merle Fall, Grace McClain,
Geneva Fall. Back Row: Carl Steinke in front of Emmit McClain, Clara Raymond, Chloe Ewing -
teacher, Paul Herr, Cyril Herr, Beulah Leap, Florence Steinke. (Photo: Chloe Ewing Johnson)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 49, p. 73]

[photo] Prairie Grove School 1922. Front Row: Grace Woods, Helen Hilflicker, Marion
Lamb, Helen Woods, Loretta MclLaughlin, probably McLaughlin or Starbuck girl, Esther
Wharton, Isabel Mutchler, Doroth Lamb Chizum, Lois Starbuck. Row 2: George Starbuck, Harlen
Wharton, Bernice Lamb Falcon, James Woods, Lewis Woods, Wilma Starbuck, George Hilflicker,
Josephine Mutchler, Hugh Woods, L ewis Starr - teacher. (Photo: Lorena Starr Sheridan Johnson)
[FCHS Quarterly No. 49, p. 80]

[photo] Teacher at Prairie Grove and Bruce Lake Schools. Lewis Starr poses by his first
new car, a 1924 Ford Roadster. Buildings in background are on Main Street, Kewanna. (Photo:
Lorena Starr Sheridan Johnson)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 44, p. 53]

[photo] Prairie Grove school on left and church on right. The church was built in 1925
and the school was built in 1875. (Photo: from a Christmas card belonging to Dorothy Chizum,
sent to her from Ferd and Stella Grube.)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 49, p. 79]

[photo] Prairie Grove School 1927. Albert McLochlin Jr. is on the steps. His aunt,
Gertrude McLochlin, was the teacher. This was taken at Christmas. Junior’s father played Santa
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Claus at the school that year. Junior was killed in the South Pacific in World War I1. (Photo: A. C.
McLochlin)
[FCHS Quarterly No. 44, p. 52]

[photo] This is the Model A Ford won by Gertrude McLochlin in 1928 by selling
subscriptions to a Logansport newspaper. Here it is in front of the McLochlin home in Kewanna
on the southeast corner of Logan and EIm streets. Gertrude McLochlin and Dorothy Smiley are
posing by the door. Thelicenseisfor 1931. (Photo: Gertrude McL ochlin Holland)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 49, p. 75]

PRAIRIE GROVE SCHOOL
By Shirley Willard

Ruth Pownall (Mrs. Loyd) Rouch stated that Prairie Grove School was started by her
grandfather, Matthew Hale Walters, about 1870 and he taught the first year free. He taught at
Dewey one-room school in Wayne Township, riding horseback to school. He quit teaching at
Dewey in order to start Prairie Grove. His little daughters, Emma and Mary, would have had to go
to Scotland School, and Walters considered that too far for them to walk. So he went around to the
other parents and got them to donate money to start a school. He named it Prairie Grove for the
grove of trees standing on the flat prairie. At first they held school in an existing building; later
they built aschool.

The 1876 atlas does not show Prairie Grove School, but the 1883 atlas does, so this
indicates it was erected between 1876 and 1883. The school stood on the southwest corner of
600W and 300S.

Matthew’s father, Rev. Henry Walters, organized the Prairie Grove Church in Polecat
School in 1874 and the Blue Grass United Brethren Church in Feidner School in 1875. The church
at Polecat moved south amile and a half to Prairie Grove School and then built a church across the
road from the school. (Polecat School closed when they built the new Jubilee School in 1898.)

Teachers up to 1921 were listed in Quarterly 44. Teachers from then until Prairie Grove
closed: Nellie Reimenschneider 1920-23, Lewis Starr 1923-24, Herbert Montgomery 1924-25,
Albert McLochlin 1925-26, Tom Reed 1926-27, and Gertrude McLochlin 1927-28. Prairie Grove
School closed in the spring of 1928, and the pupils were bussed to Kewannathat fall.

The Prairie Grove schoolhouse was sold by public auction c. 1937, and Howard Mutchler
bought it. He moved it a half mile south to his farm, put it up on cement blocks eight feet off the
ground and used the school for a hay loft above a sheep shed. The old school was pushed off its
cement block foundation by the big tornado April 3, 1974, but it was repaired and continued in
use. After Howard's death the farm was sold to Dr. Kenneth Hoff, who had the old Prairie Grove
school-shed torn down c. 1978-79.

Vachel Walters, Kewanna, attended school at Prairie Grove two terms: 1926-27 and
1927-28, being in the sixth and seventh grades. Thomas E. Reed was the teacher 1926-27, and
Gertrude McLochlin was the teacher 1927-28. There was no roof on the porch at Prairie Grove by
this time. Perhaps the whole school roof had leaked and been repaired and the porch roof was not
deemed worth replacing so was removed.

In the spring of 1928 while teaching at Prairie Grove School, Gertrude McL ochlin won a
new Model A Ford car by selling subscriptions (at $3 a year) to the Logansport Morning Press.
She worked for about two months selling subscriptions after school. Her older brother, Albert
McLochlin, substituted for her at Prairie Grove School sometimes so she could sell more. And her
brother Leo helped her by selling about a hundred subscriptions. The new car was worth $800 and
that’s how much she had to sell in subscriptions, at least. What a happy day when she got the new
car, abrand new Model A that Ford had just designed to replace the Model T. She took her pupils
for rides in the rumble seat. Vachel Walters still remembers the thrilling day when the teacher won
anew car!

In 1928 a new high school and gymnasium was constructed in Kewanna. The remaining
one-room schools in Union Township, except Bruce Lake Station, were consolidated into the
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Kewanna School. The Bruce Lake Station School was closed in 1929, thus ending the era of one-
room schoolsin Union Township, Fulton County, Indiana.
[FCHS Quarterly No. 49, pp 72-75]

PRAIRIE GROVE SCHOOL
By VeraMcClain Matthewman

Prairie Grove School was located on the southwest corner of two country roads (300S
and 600W) south across the road from the Prairie Grove Church. The building was located in the
eastern side of the school yard with entrance facing east. The school yard was large, level, and
covered with grass with several large trees. There was ample space for baseball games and running
games. We had no playground equipment. A driven well with a hand pump stood to the south of
the entrance. The usual two small buildings were near the south line of the school yard west of the
school house.

The building had three windows on each side (north and south). There was a small entry
room. Along the east wall extending from the outside wall to the entry room wall on each side of
the room was a shelf about five feet from the floor. This was for our dinner pails. Below the shelf
were hooks for the coats and caps, overshoes (galashes) were set on the floor. At the front of the
room (the entrance was known as the back of the room), the floor was raised about six inches for a
space of about eight feet: the teacher’s desk and chair occupied the center of thisraised platform.
A slate blackboard was across the front wall. There was an organ and one book case with three
sectionsfor the library books. A map rack hung above the blackboard.

A large stove stood near the middle of the room with the long stove pipe extending to the
chimney on the front wall (west) of the building. This pipe was held in place by wires attached to
the ceiling. There was aso a circular lamp fixture extending from the ceiling that held four
kerosene lamps. This fixture could be lowered and raised. It was seldom used during school hours
but was invaluable for lighting during school functions at night, such as box socials, spelling bees
and ciphering matches.

On each side of the stove were two rows of seats (nailed to the floor) of varying sizes -
the small ones at the front. The inner rows of seats were double seats. There never was any mixing
of the sexes in seating in the double seats. In fact one form of discipline was to make a boy and
girl share adouble seat.

A long recitation bench was placed just below the raised platform between the rows of
seats. Pupils came to the front and sat on this bench plus any seats on the front desks as were
needed for class recitation.

The enrollment while | attended the school was about 20. It varied a bit from year to year.
Class size was one to five or six. For many classes a combination of grades was made such as
spelling grades 4 and 5 or grades 7 and 8.

It was customary every Friday to have “exercises’ from the last recess to the close of
school. For exercises we chose sides with every pupil being chosen. There were ciphering
matches, spell downs, reading contests, charades, map locations and scrambled words. Everything
had an educational basis.

We had little need for physical education as we know it today. For recess-time activities
we jumped the rope, had running races, jumping contests, even some marble playing. The younger
girls sometimes brought their dolls and had a modified version of playing house.

Among the games we played were baseball - also a midified form called “cross out,”
“Blackman” “dare base,” “red light,” and hide and go seek.

There was wrestling for the boys and a bit of boxing if some boy received boxing gloves
for Christmas. With the coming of snow we added the game of fox and geese.

The younger children played “the Farmer in the Dell”, “ Charlie over the Water”, various
forms of tag, “Mulberry Bush”, and “ Statue”.

In inclement weather we often had singing, quiet games such as “fruit basket”, “tic tac
toe”, or blackboard games. Sometimes the girls did crocheting or knitting.
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In addition to socializing at a box social, the profit earned was used to buy baseballs,
mitts, bats, jump ropes and some library books.

| shall aways be grateful to Mrs. John Barnett, the Kewanna librarian, who supervised
the construction of wooden boxes that would hold approximately 50 books - one for each rural
school in the township. She selected the books for each box, each one being different, and had
these boxes rotated each month among the schools. She did awonderful job of selecting the books
so as to include books for various grade levels and a variety of content such as fiction, science,
adventure, travel, historical, and mystery. This was my doorway to the world beyond my
community. When | read of foreign countries and their people, | vowed I'd see some of these
when | grew up. Fortune has been good to me as I’ ve realized my childhood promise to myself in
traveling to many of the places | read about as an elementary pupil in a one-room school.

In 1915-16 the teacher was Aileen Wittenberg. Enrollment: Clara Raymond, Dessie
Zimpleman, Ralph Fals, Merle Falls, Geneva Falls, Beulah Leap, Florence Steinke, Carl Steinke,
Kathryn Moore, Clifford Moore, Cyril Herr, Paul Herr, Catherine Herr, Lawrence Holland, Mabel
Rankin, Emmet McClain, Grace McClain and VeraMcClain. I’'m not sure I’ ve named everyone.

In 1916-17 Albert McLochlin was the teacher. Pupils: Geneva Fals, Merle Fals,
Florence Steinke, Carl Steinke, Beulah Leap, Frances Leap, Kathryn and Clifford Moore - part of
the year, Cyril Herr, Paul Herr, Catherine Herr, Mabel Rankin, Lola Walters - part of the year,
Herman Davis, Raymond Davis, Hazel Lamb, Berniece Lamb, Marion Wharton, Ruth Wharton,
Richard Short - part of the year, Emmet McClain, Grace McClain, Vera McClain, and Lawrence
Holland.

In 1917-18 Chloe Ewing (now Mrs. Alvin Johnson) was teacher. Pupils. Geneva Falls,
Merle Falls, Carl Steinke, Beulah Leap, Frances Leap, Mabel Rankin, Herman Davis, Raymond
Davis, Lawrence Holland, Hazel Lamb, Berniece Lamb, Marion Wharton, Ruth Wharton, Ranna
Roberts, Emmet McClain, Grace McClain, and Vera McClain. Ralph Falls, Scott and Walter
McClain attended from January to mid-March. Nellie Hendrickson Riemenschneider was the
teacher (I believe) 1918-19 and maybe 1919-20. In 1920-21 Mildred Pownall Diveley was the
teacher. Shelives now in Grass Creek.

A. C. McLochlin adds the following. | will try to name the families that made up the
Prairie Grove district: Samuel Lamb’s children - Marion, Hazel and Berniece, Bob Falls - Merle
(my janitor) and sister Ruth, Charles Steinke - one boy - Carl Steinke, Howard Mutchler - Gene,
Vince Little - Bertha and Fred, Mr. Davis - Herman - another boy in the first grade - also Mrs.
Davis' children - a boy Clifford and a girl Katherine of a different last name, Mr. Herr - Paul and
Catherine.

Bert Gorsline was the trustee and | remember he said the pupils about ran the lady teacher
out the year before, but | never had a bit of trouble. The building was wood and we had a wood-
burning stove. There was a bullet hole in the wall just above the teacher’s desk, which was put
there by a pupil who shot at the teacher, but | don’t remember who but I think itt was Elmer Cook.
Barkers also lived in the house nearby when | taught there. That is the winter of the big snow and |
walked four miles for a week, then | bought a sleigh and drove it to school for four weeks (1918).
| also taught at Bruce Lake Station in 1919-20. George Garman was the trustee and Thomas Berry
the county superintendent. We had a baseball team and also a basketball team and we won 13 out
of 15 games in both. | am glad to see somebody trying to get the records recorded for the future.
Therest of thetime | taught in Wayne Township.

Mrs. Frank Greer recalls that the old Prairie Grove schoolhouse was moved a half mile
south by Howard Mutchler and converted into a sheep shed, where it is still standing. The Prairie
Grove Church was torn down and a new church built about 1954 but the church was closed in
1966. Frank and Delia Greer bought the church in 1969 but it was destroyed by the big tornado
Apr. 3, 1974. Greers built anew house on the church sitein 1975 there they live now.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 44, pp 52-56]

SCHOOL DAY SAT PRAIRIE UNION, LUCERNEKEWANNA, SCOTLAND
AND PRAIRIE GROVE
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By Pearl Mutchler Hiland
PRAIRIE GROVE

In the fal of 1907, my parents had moved to their farm in the Prarie Grove
neighborhood and | was assigned to that school by Mr. John Gorsline. There | taught all eight
grades. Three pupils were in the eighth who had to be prepared to pass the state examination for
graduation. So their recitation time needed 20 minutes each subject, but not all subjects every day.
My two little boys in the primer class received five minutes of my attention first thing in the
morning, five minutes after first recess, and five minutes after noon recess. That was my attention
for the day, except to give them some “busy work” on their own. But they learned to read, or so |
thought. | discovered one little fellow was memorizing the sentences under each picture, but did
not recognize the same wordsif under another picture. The first graders were Donald Anderson,
and Leo Steinke. Other pupils were Schuyler Grandstaff, his sisters Verla and Mabel; Grace
Collins; Myrtle, Chloe and Howard Curtis; Alice, Aletha and Florence McCay; Hortie Finney,
Frieda Phebus, Lee Mullin; Bessie and Jesse Van Cleve, Eldon Walters; Frances and Welby
Evans.

In FCHS Quarterly No. 44, Vera McClain Matthewman gave an accurate description of
the building and ground in 1907 and 08 except a porch with roof had been added, also there was
no well, no organ, but a library of about 20 books. Water was carried in a tin bucket from the
house of a widow, Mrs Hipp (later she married Wm. Barker). Her property joined the school
grounds on the west. The bucket sat on a chair with sawed off legs, so small children could use the
tin dipper that hung on the wall.

This chair was used the few times | used corporeal punishment which was then expected
of ateacher. Often children received a second whipping at home if he had one at school! | used a
paddie - 18 inches long, the blade 12 inches and a nice round smooth handle of 6 inches. It was
made for me by my fiance, Milt Hiland, of apple wood and finished beautifully. My foster brother
and brother used it on me once and | can verify it did sting! | remember well one time | used it.
Jesse Van Cleve was the only seventh grader and sort of a dreamer. His arithmetic assignment was
two pages of written problems. He was to solve part of them on Monday, but didn’t. Neither did
he do them and a few more on Tuesday or Wednesday so | said, “Jesse, | want this whole list
handed in Friday evening before you go home.” Then | added and I'll never know why, “If you
don't, I will use my paddie on you.” Well, he handed me the paper and | glanced at all the right
answers. But while the children were putting on their wraps | gave the problems a close look. The
answers had nothing to do with the problems. He had copied them from the back of the book. |
had him remain in his seat after the children had gone, and | sat on the desk and gave him a
sermon on how wrong cheating was, the same as stealing, trying to fool me was like lying and was
disrespectful of me. “Jesse, | said I'd paddle you so get the little chair and put it in the center
aisle” He hesitated but did it, hesitated longer when | ordered him to lie on his stomach on the
chair and | gave him five or six swats. If he had defied me, | don’t know what | would have done
for he was almost as tall as|. Later he became a minister and served churches in Illinois and was
YMCA executive at Great Lakes Naval Station during the second World War. 1'd like to think |
had a bit of influence. | know he did not hold it against me for he came to see me after | was
married and living in Kewanna.

The County Superintendent visited each school once ayear to evaluate one’ s teaching on
which a grade was received. Supt. Werner visited the Prairie Grove School and made only one
suggestion. He noticed the children caled me “Pearl.” (Why not? | was their neighbor.) |
explained to the pupils Mr. Werner thought calling me “Pearl” was too familiar. | thought “Miss
Mutchler” too formal so we'd compromise and they should call me “Miss Pearl” which they did
with afew lapses.

In those years married women were not hired as teachers. | think Indiana had no law
against it but trustees would not hire them. | was engaged to Milton Hiland Jr., so my teaching in
Union Township ended with the second year at Prairie Grove.

| enjoyed the children, the teaching and the institutes. Indiana had a system of what is
now called “Continuing Education”. All township teachers met one Saturday a month in the high



Pr

school study and work shop. For the latter a teacher would bring some of his pupils and
demonstrate his method of teaching an assigned subject. | remember two of our study books- The
Bible as Literature, and Van Dyke's Essays in Application. We were paid a day’s wages, but
attendance was mandatory. | think we all enjoyed the al-day sessions. The teachers in 1906-09
were Misses Blanch Baldwin, Jessie Rogers, Edna Talbott and Pearl Mutchler; the men were
Elmer Cook, Clyde Henderson, Ray Cannon, Howard Conn and an older man from Delong - Mr.
King.

There was asort of kinship between the teachers of our own township as well asarivalry
between the other groups. There was one between Wayne and Union townships also. | do not
remember whose idea was a debate on the subject of our study book that year, English
government. Resolved: “ England has a better form of government than the United States.” Though
Union Township had the unpopular side and the affirmative, aways more difficult, | alowed
Elmer Cook to persuade me that I'd be doing it for the glory of Union Township. | was the lone
girl with seven men to debate, and we won at Grass Creek High School at an evening public
meeting.

Twenty-two years later when our son Robert began his teaching career, | was able to give
him some good advice, for | had learned a lot as well as the pupils. | am happy that at the age of
96, | am still learning and hope | alwayswill.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 46, pp 41-44]

Don Wilson, Fulton, says he attended Prairie Grove School 1925-26 and that Herbert
Montgomery was the teacher.
[FCHS Quarterly No. 45, Corrections, p. 51]

PRAIRIE UNION SCHOOL [#16] [Henry Township]

Located NE corner 1075E and approximately 280S.

In 1874 Arnold and Sarah Cutshall sold one-fourth acre of land to Henry Township
trustee for $10 for the Prairie Union one-room school.

Built between 1876 and 1883.

[photo] Prairie Union School about 1909. Front row: Gail Sausaman, Fred Snoke, Adie
Sausaman, Theron Grogg, Cloyd Sriver, Dewey Snoke. Row 2: Grace Sausaman, Nondes Sriver,
Marie Shriver, Nina Miller, Vera Arter, Estel Sriver, Chester Shriver, Walter Kreig. Row 3. Marie
Whittenberger, Gladys Arter, Louisa Shriver, Miles Sausaman, Ross Snoke, Ralph Whittenberger.
Row 4: Cordie Sausaman, Ferol King, Ruth Long, Daniel Slaybaugh - teacher, Edwin Sriver.
(Photo: Ralph Whittenberger)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 43, p. 46]

[photo] Prairie Union School, 1911. Back Row: Frank Sausaman, Corda Sausaman, Ferol
King, Edwin Sriver, Marie Whittenberger, Ruth Long, Daniel Slaybaugh - teacher, Grace Pontius,
Miles Sausaman, Ralph Whittenberger. Middle Row: Louisa Shriver, Gladys Arter, Marie Shriver,
Nondus Sriver, Nina Miller, Vera Arter, Odie Sausaman, Fred Snoke. Front Row: Chester Shriver,
Ross Snoke, Dewey Snoke, Estel Sriver, Gail Sausaman, Therean Grogg, Walter Kreig.

[FCHS Quarterly Val. 6, August, 1969, No. 1, p. 19]

[photo] Prairie Union School 1920-21. Front row: Glen Ziebart - visitor, Bob Sriver,
Garland Sriver - visitor, Ralph Davis. Row 2: Lester Davis, Harold Ziebart, Orville Sriver. Row 3:
Forrest Grogg, Harry Sriver, Neva Cutshall was the teacher. The children have pussy willows in
their hands. (Photo: Orville Sriver)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 43, p. 48]
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District 16 - Prairie Union School
By VelmaBright

Prairie Union was located one mile west and one and one-half miles south of Akron. On
July 14, 1874, Trustee E. A. Arnold of Henry Township purchased one-fourth acre of land from
Arnold and Sarah Cutshall for ten dollars on which to build the Prairie Union School. However,
the school building was not yet conpleted in 1876. School was in session there in 1920-21 for the
last time. The buuilding is still standing.

An earlier school once stood about one hundred rods west of this school. Ralph
Whittenberger states that his grandfather said that the first election in Henry Township was held
here.

[FCHS Quarterly Val. 6, August, 1969, No. 1, p. 19]

MEMORIES OF PRAIRIE UNION SCHOOL
By Ralph Whittenberger astold to VelmaBright

Prairie Union School was located one mile west and one-half mile south of Akron and
was known as District 16 School.

| attended this school for eight years and my father before me attended Prairie Union. My
grandfather alwaystold me that the first election in Henry Township was held in this schoolhouse.

When the second schoolhouse was built, all of the work was donated except the actual
building of the structure. The men of the community took their wagons and hauled the bricks to
the site. Thefirst school stood about 100 rods west of the second building which is still standing.

The families which made up the school community were those of Mason Grogg, Elmer
Heltzel, Philip Arter, Isaac Sriver, Elias Shriver, Peter Miller, John Davis, Rueben Whittenberger,
William Sausaman, Jacob Eshelman, Nathan Pontius, Aaron Cutshall, Philip Kreig and Jacob
King. Many times when the children married they would settle in the same community or move in
with the parents, thus, severa generations of one family would attend the school. Other families
would at times move into the community and their children would then attend the school. Some of
the boys in the family wouldn’'t get to go to school until all the wood was cut for winter and the
corn was husked so it would take them longer to get through school.

The teachers that | remember or know to have taught at Prairie Union are Miller
Whittenberger, Dot Bowen, Earl Waite, Edith Stephy,. Leah Platt, Gladys Dawson, Worthy
Shewman, Dayton Swihart, William Shewman, Lola Judd, Daniel Slaybaugh, Lucretia Nye, Vern
Miller, Pearl Kessling, Neva Cutshall, Seth Carpenter and Ruth Waechter.

When my father, Sam Whittenberger, attended Prairie Union, his brother Miller
Whittenberger was his teacher. One day Miller gave Sam a whipping and this didn’t set too well
with Sam.

During the time that | was attending school, Worthy Shewman was the teacher and was
getting along quite well. He then quit in the middle of the year to take a mail route. After that the
teacher was more lax and we didn’t have school about half of the time.

An older boy was always janitor. They would come early before the teacher arrived and
loosen the stovepipes. Just about time for school to take up, the stovepipes would fall down and
smoke them all out. School would have to be dismissed for the day.

The boys would sometimes ring the bell so hard that it would turn over and be upside
down. It wouldn't ring in this position so the teacher would send them to a neighbor’s home
nearby to borrow a ladder. The boys would return with the ladder, climb into the belfry and
wouldn’t come down until school was dismissed.

When Daniel Slaybaugh was teacher, he had to straighten out some of the big boys. One
day he shook one of them so hard it knocked the stovepipe down. The stove sat in front of the door
and the stove pipe went to the back of the schoolhouse so therewas alot of stovepipe. It was quite
a job to get it back in place so the school trustees would have to come in and get it fixed up.
Usually there were two trustees for the school as | remember. If | remember correctly, Milo
Cuthsall and George Whittenberger were the trustees.
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When Daniel Slaybaugh was teacher, he would play with the children. One time Edwin
Sriver and myself buried Dan in the snow. He buried my sock cap in the snow one time and it took
me two daysto find it.

On nice days Dan would ride a motorcycle to school. This was one of the first
motorcyclesin this community.

One of the highlights of the school year was the Christmas festivities. About Christmas
time one of the bigger boys would bring a bobsled to school and we would all get to go and get the
Christmas tree. One time that stands out in my mind was when we went about two miles north to
Charley Harter's farm. He gave us atree that year and it was a very large tree. All of the children
made paper rings and strung popcorn and we decorated the tree. If there were any lights on the
tree, it was lighted with candles.

Everyone brought money and a present was bought for the teacher. Most of the time the
Christmas program was given in the afternoon. The parents would come and they would put a
present under the tree for their child. The teacher always gave all of the children atreat.

Later when Ruth Waechter was teaching at Prairie Union and | was going to high school
in Akron, she asked me to come to school and be Santa Claus at the Christmas party. | drove to
Mason Grogg's and left my horses there, then walked over to the school. No one, not even my
brother could recognize who was playing Santa. However, the teacher dismissed school too
quickly after | left and | didn’t have time enough to get back to Grogg’s. The boys ran down the
road and found me and took my mask off so they could see who was playing Santa Claus.

We didn’t have any well at the school until about 1909 or 1910. Everyone wanted it to be
his turn to go to William Arter’'s and get water. If it was your turn to go, you would put it off until
school would take up; then you would get out of school for alittle while.

In 1908 | was in fifth grade. Gladys Dawson was the teacher. | would take her horse to
Bill Arter’'s and get it in the evening. | would sweep the schoolhouse every day after school and
build the firesin the morning. | received five cents per day and was janitor all of that year.

We had box socials every year. They were money raising events as well as socials. One
time we bought a second-hand organ for the school and another time some new bookcases were
secured. When events were held at the school at night, kerosene lamps from the kitchens of the
children’s homes were borrowed and hung on the wall.

When Lucretia Nye was teacher she was dating Arthur Kuhn, whom she later married.
Before the box social Bill Arter gave me some money so that | could bid against Arthur for
Lucretia's basket. However, Jack Morris came and bid on the basket too. He paid $16 for her
basket and Arthur didn’t get to eat with her because he didn’t have that much money.

Another thing | remember is that the boys would go out into the cornfield and hide in the
corn shocks and smoke cornsilk. The smoke would curl up from the shocks making it look like
wigwams.

On cold days we would all sit on the chunks of wood around the stove to keep warm.

The last day of school was always a big day. All of the parents would come and if it was
anice day they would have a big dinner in the school yard. They always had a program and every
year Roscoe Davis would recite “ The Raggedy Raggedy Man.”

| have two end-of-school souvenir booklets for Prairie Union School. The one for 1904
lists the following pupils: Ferol King, Ross Snoke, Ralph Whittenberger, Walter Kreig, Jesse
Shriver, Walter Shriver, Gertrude Shriver, Miles Sausaman, Ray Sausaman, Ethel Templeton,
Theresa Grogg, Abia Snoke, Rosco Davis, Chester Shriver, Corda Sausaman, Fay Shriver, Amy
Davis, Hazel Whittenberger, Fay King, Ruth Long, Edwin Sriver, Willis Cutshall, Frank
Sausaman, Clyde Davis, Harvey Davis, and James Personett. Leah Platt was the teacher, Milo
Cutshall, director; B. F. Holloway, trustee.

Gladys Dawson was the teacher for 1908. Pupils. Eighth grade: Clyde Davis, Hazel
Whittenberger, Ay Davis. Seventh grade: Theresa Grogg, Jesse Shriver. Sixth grade: Frank
Sausaman. Fifth grade: Edwin Sriver, Alta Fay Shriver, Ralph Whittenberger. Fourth grade: Ruth
Long, Chester Shriver. 3A grade: Ferol King, Corda Sausaman, Marie Whittenberger. 3-B grade.
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Gladys Arter, Louisa Shriver, Margaret Kline, Miles Sausaman, Estel Sriver, Cloid Sriver. First
grade: Emmett Eshelman, Charles Eshelman, Theresa Grogg, Gail Sausaman, Vera Arter.

Albert Cook was Henry Township trustee and J. C. Werner was Fulton County School
Superintendent in 1908.

The Akron News had the following notice in its “ This Was News’ column Nov. 6, 1975,
for 60 years ago (1915): “A good time was experienced at the box supper at the Prairie Union
school house last Friday evening. Nineteen dollars were received, for which the teacher, Seth
Carpenter, and his pupilsthank the public.”

Editor's note: Prairie Union School was located two miles south of Akron on the
northeast corner of 300S and 1075E.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 43, pp 46-50]

The school house in district No. 16, Henry township, is al that could be desired. It is
large and well arranged -- everything considered it is the best we have seen in the county . . -E.
Myers, County Sup’t.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, December 30, 1876]

John Dickerhoff teaches at No. 16 and is giving general satisfaction. The same may be
said of Mr. I. L. Shipley, who teaches at No. 5.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, January 20, 1877]

Seth Carpenter taught at Prairie Union one-room school southwest of Akron
Teachers: Leah Platt 1904.

Lester Davis Writes the following: “| started to school in 1915 at a small country school
four miles southwest of Akron; namely, Prairie Union. It was discontinued four years later, then |
went to Akron Grade School.”

“Clyde “Doc” Davis attended Prairie Union School. He recalls his teachers even though it
has been 75 to 80 years since he was under the tutelage of Dot Bowen, Leo Platt, William Shuman
and Dr. Waittee.” [-- Rochester Sentinel, Jan. 30, 1976]

[Davis & Wilhoit Families, Doshia A. Wilhoit Dearmin, Fulton Co Folks, Vol. 2
Willard]

Teachers:

1896-97: Alice Dielman
1897-98: Earl Wait

1898-99: Dot Bowen

1899-00: Rose Anderson
1900-01: Dot Bowen

1901-02: [omitted)]

1902-03: Edith Stephey
1903-04: Edith Stephey
1904-05: [not listed by schools]
1905-06: [not listed by schools]
1906-07: [omitted)]

1907-08: Gladye Dawson
[FCHS Quarterly No. 41, pp 37-40]

PARTIAL LIST OF TEACHERS, DISTRICT 16, PRAIRIE UNION SCHOOL
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Dot Bowen, Seth Carpenter, Neva Cutshall, Gladys Dawson, Pearl Kessling, Julia Larue,
Vern Miller, Nyle Noyer, Lucretia Nye, Lea Platt, Willie Shewman, Worthy Shewman, Daniel
Slaybaugh, Edith Stephy, Ruth Waechter, Earl Waite, Miller Whittenberger.

[FCHS Quarterly Val. 6, August, 1969, No. 1, p 23]

PRAIRIE UNION SCHOOL [#14] [Rochester Township]

Located SE corner Meridian Road and 150N.
Built before 1876.

SCHOOL DAYSAT PRAIRIE UNION, LUCERNE, KEWANNA, SCOTLAND
and PRAIRIE GROVE
By Pearl Mutchler Hiland
PRAIRIE UNION SCHOOL

My school days began in the fall of 1889 in Prairie Union School in Rochester Township.
This one-room school was located on a north and south road two miles west of the Rochester city
park, between 50N and state road 14, My three big cousins, DeForest (Forry), Ira and Mamie
Mutchler were pupils and | begged to go too. | was not quite five years old, but my mother got the
consent of the teacher, Miss Rhoda Delp (who later became the wife of Judge Harry Bernetha). |
thought her just beautiful with her long black curlstied at the nape with a big ribbon bow.

| can still see the little school as it sat a way back off the road among a grove of trees. It
stood on Meridian Road but faced north, rather than west toward the road. The big US-31 by-pass
isontheold school site now.

Prairie Union was a wood frame building, painted white. The playground was between
the schoolhouse and the road, so the school stood back a ways from the road with a large yard.
There was a well for water, as my uncle Peter King Mutchler, was awell driver and it was with his
children (my cousins named above) that | walked to school each day. | lived west on state road 14
and walked to the corner to meet my cousins coming north on Meridian Road. They lived in a big
brick house which Peter Mutchler built before 1885. (Editor’s note: this big brick house burned in
1965. The Donald Hutchens family lives there now and sells eggs and produce.) One time | was
late and missed my cousins, so | cut through the field - some cattle chased me and really scared
me. Remember | was not yet five years old.

Inside the school the seats faced south toward the blackboard. Coats were hung on hooks
at the back of the room. The teacher’s desk sat in the southwest corner and a big chart for teaching
and alphabet and reading stood in the middle of the front of the room. This chart was very unusual
for a one-room school.

| sat in adouble seat with Mamie, who was 10 years old, and went to the front to recite
from the big chart. It was secured to a metal standard and the leaves turned back over thetop. The
leaves were two feet by three feet. On the first page was the capital A and a small aand the picture
of an apple. Under that was a sentence, “A isfor apple”’ then a picture of aball and “B isfor ball”,
“Cisfor cat,” etc. Other pupils were two Osborne teenage girls and a girl named Talley; these are
the only ones| remember.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 46, p. 28]

I remember John Felder, my sixth grade teacher at Prairie Union, but others | do not
recall.
[Frederick Eherenman Family, LIoyd Eherenman, Fulton Co Folks, Vol. 2, Willard]

Notice to Builders. New School House, No. 14, Rochester twp (directly west of
Rochester). I. Walker, Trustee, Rochester twp.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, June 6, 1863]
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Notice. Proposals to build a school house in Rochester Twp., Dist. 14, will be received on
Saturday, July 2d, 1864. C. H. Robbins, Trustee.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday June 24, 1864]

Maggie McBride is the name of the accomplished lady who successfully teaches about 30
scholars of different ages, at the Prairie Union school house, a short distance west from this place.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, May 27, 1871]

At a school meeting held last Saturday at the Prairie Union School House, about one mile
and a half southwest of Rochester, Miss Henrietta Rebecca M cBride was elected teacher. . [Rochester Union-Spy

At the reorganization of the Sunday School at the Prairie Union School House, last
Sabbath, Mrs. Mary E. Pyle was elected Superintendent.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, April 18, 1872]

The Prairie Union School, MissH. R. McBride teacher, will close next Saturday.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, July 18, 1872]

The Sunday School at the Prairie Union Schol House has been discontinued on account
of alack of interest in its proceedings. Thislooks like progressing backwards.

--- At a spelling school held at the Prairie Union School House, last Friday night . . . Miss
Sarah E. Lawrence won the laurels. . .

--- Ed. Horton is teaching . . . at the Prairie Union School House. Besides being a good
teacher, there is a fund of good humor and pleasantry in Ed. that makes him a favorite with his
scholars.

[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, December 19, 1872]

At a spelling school held at the Prairie Union School House, last Friday night, Miss Ada
Merrick won the belt . ..
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, January 2, 1873]

The Ellsworth and Orr Schools pitted themselves against the Prairie Union school in a
spelling match, last Tuesday night, but came off second best. Miss Sarah Lawrence, of the former
school, was again declared the best speller.

[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, January 9, 1873]

The Literary Society at the Prairie Union school house was well attended last Saturday
night.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, January 16, 1873]

_ The “Literary” at the Prairie Union school house last Saturday night was a magnificent
falre [Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, March 6, 1873]

The Prairie Union school, Edward Horton, teacher will close its session next Wednesday.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, March 6, 1873]

The spring term of school commenced at Prairie Union school house on Monday |ast.

Miss Sarah Lawrenceisteaching. . .
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, April 17, 1873)
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Prairie Union School, over which Miss Sarah Lawrence presides as teacher, closes
tomorrow . . .
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, July 17, 1873]

Prairie Union school house is to have a new floor, and will be replastered and otherwise
fixed up. ..
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, July 24, 1873]

Mr. J. Q. Henry has charge of the Prairie Union school.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, December 4, 1873]

Miss Ella Barb, of Rochester, is teaching the “young idea how to shoot” at Prairie Union
school house west of town. . .
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, May 15, 1875]

Miss Ella Barb, who has so acceptably filled the position of teacher at Prairie Union
school house, will close her school next Saturday, 3d day of July, with literary exercises and a
picnic dinner. . .

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, June 26, 1875]

Prairie Union school house has long been celebrated for its big dinners and good cheer,
and last Saturday was no exception to the rule. . . The occasion was the closing day of Miss Barb’'s
school. . . The following is the programme of the closing exercises. [names mentioned] Jessie
McBride, Annie Onstott, Charlie Pyle, Lee Montgomery, Minnie Lawrence, Lela Osborn, Charlie
Lawrence, Jane Lawrence, Sammie White, Lee Pyle, W. Merrick, Emma Onstott, Leney
Lawrence, Susie Miller, Minnie Lawrence. . . . the teacher, MissEllaBarb. . .

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, July 10, 1875]

The services of Miss Ella Barb, a very popular teacher, have been secured by the Priarie
Union district, for the summer term.

[Around-About by Gate Keeper (J. N. Orr), Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, April 23, 1875]

Several persons will attend the closing exercises of Miss Ella Barb’'s school, at Prairie
Union, to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, July 2, 1875]

The summer term of school taught by Miss Ella Kewney, at the saw mill, one mile south
of town, closed last Friday with a grand dinner in the grove. The school of Ella Barb, at Prairie
Union, closed last Saturday with like ceremonies.

[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, July 9, 1875]

Charley Plank will “teach the young ideas’ where, when and how to shoot at the Saw
Mill School; Curg. Rannells swings the birch at Mt. Zion; Ches. Chinn manipulates the rod away
down in Wayne; Frank Dawson will “walk their chunk” at Prairie Union -- and Able Bowers will
introduce the apple-eating system at Millark.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, November 25, 1876]

B. F. Dawson has been engaged to teach the Prairie Union school.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, October 27, 1876]

B. F. Dawson, teacher of Prairie Union school, will hold a spelling school next
Wednesday evening.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, December 8, 1876]
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Prairie Union school, Mr. B. F. Dawson teacher, will close Friday next.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, March 10, 1877]

There will be an election held at Prairie Union school house this afternoon for the
purpose of selecting ateacher for the spring and summer term of school. Among the applicants for
the school are Miss Dora Pyle, Miss Emma Onstott and Miss Olive Davis.

---A good many years ago Miss Maggie McClung, now Mrs. Jesse Shields, established
the custom of giving a sumptuous dinner on the closing day at Prairie Union, as did Miss “Dot”
Ernsperger, now Mrs. Bates, at the saw mill school house south of town. . . Our young friend, B.
F. Dawson, was the teacher at Prairie Union during the past winter. . . . Programme: .....

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, March 17, 1877]

Theliterary Society at Prairie Union will close next Friday night with an exhibition.

--- We understad that the Grange who have been holding their meetings at Prairie Union,
are about to dispose of their “traps’ and are talking of disbanding.

--- The election at Prairie Union school house last Saturday, held for the purpose of
selecting ateacher for the spring and summer school, resulted in favor of Miss Emma Onstott by a
majority of one vote.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, March 24, 1877]

School will commence at Prairie Union next Monday, MissEmma Onstott, teacher.

--- The Sunday school at Prairie Union school house was reorganized last Sabbath with
the following officers. Elijanh Miller, Superintendent; Valentine Lawrence, Assistant
Superintendent; A. McBride, Secretary; “Doc” Osborne, Librarian; Chas. H. Smith, Treasurer. . . .
Mr. Miller was Superintendent of the same school |ast summer and gave general satisfaction.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, April 14, 1877)

Sidney R. Moon opened the prayer meeting at Prairie Union last Wednesday night. .
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, May 26, 1877]

The following is the programme of the closing exercises of Prairie Union school, kindly
furnished us by the teacher, Miss Emma Onstott. . . .
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, July 14, 1877]

William Lane, of Rochester, isteaching Prairie Union Sunday school how to sing.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, August18, 1877]

At a school meeting held a few nights ago, Joseph Ault, of Rochester, was chosen to
teach the winter term of school at Prairie Union. He is a young man of much promise, is of
studious habits and isagood scholar. . .

--- Through some disatisfaction, Mr. Elijah Miller, who has for some time filled the
position of Superintendent of the Prairie Union Sunday School, resigned his office last Sabbath. .
.. Mr. Charles Stradley of Rochester, has consented to take the superintendency. .

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, October 20, 1877]

The school at Prairie Union is presided over by C. W. Montgomery.
[Rochester Independent, Saturday, December 15, 1877]

While playing base-ball at Prairie Union school house last Saturday, A. F. Bowers
collided with another player and received a broken proboscis. . .
[Sprinkleburg Items, Rochester Union Spy, Friday, February 1, 1878]
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Miss Emma Onstott [will teach aterm of school] at Prairie school house. . .
[Rochester Union Spy, Friday, April 12, 1878]

There will be a Sunday school concert given at Prairie Union school house two weeks
from to-morrow night, Aug. 25th.
[Rochester Republican, Saturday, August 10, 1878]

B. F. Dawson is arranging for a grand Sunday school concert at Prairie Union, on the
25th.
[Rochester Republican, Saturday, August 17, 1878]

Prairie Union school, Miss Mary Sperry teacher, will close next Friday.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, June 28, 1879]

The Literary Society at Prairie Unionisnow in full blast. . .
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, January 10, 1879]

Teachers: Ruth Tracy Richardson, 1910-12

PRATT SCHOOL [Aubbeenaubbee Township]

First schoolhouse in Aubbeenaubbee township erected on farm of Lewis PRATT.
Located in the north part of the township, about a quarter of a mile west of where Hay’s School
was later constructed.

PRILL SCHOOL [#3] [Henry Township]

Located NE corner of 700E and 150N.
Built before 1876

[photo] Prill’s School - October 19, 1910. Back row: Orville Smith, Roscoe Barnett, [ - -
- - ] Shively, Edwin Barnett, Colfax Rhodes, Robert Utter, Devon Shively, Walter Sriver, [ - - - -]
Bryant, Russell Bryant; Second row: Chester Utter, Darwin Heeter, Lester Bryant, Gladys Rhodes,
Ruth Bryant, Fred Rowe - teacher, Emma Utter, Unice Bryant, Dewey Zolman, Pearl Fregls, Lena
Bryant. First row: Lucile Heighway, Edith Bryant, Edith Mikesell, unknown, [- - - - ] Shireman, [ -
- - -] Shireman, Selena Utter, unknown, unknown, Dean Barnett, Ral ph Bryant.

[FCHS Quarterly Vol. 6, August 1969, No. 1, p. 7]

[photo] Prill School as it looked in the 1920's, probably while it was still being used for

school. Notice the water pump in front. (Photo: Mrs. Norman Dickson)
[FCHS Quarterly, Val. 9, February, 1973, No. 1, p. 26]

[photo] Prill School before Dewey Zolman began restoring it in 1971. Notice the
windows are broken out and it has been used to store old boards, grain and farm equipment. Still
the building was basically like it was years ago and Zolman decided it was possible to restore it
“good as new.”

[FCHS Quarterly No. 66, p. 111]

[photo] Prill School after being restored by Dewey Zolman, with the help of many others.
The windows are replaced, blinds have been installed, a railing by the steps and a big dinner bell
erected, and the outdoor privy is ready for business. Prill School became a museum in 1971 for the
first Round Barn Festival.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 66, p. 113]
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[photo] Prill School, Oct. 19, 1910. Front row: Lucille Heighway, Edith Bryant, Edith
Mikesell, Belle Smith, Mary Shireman, Bertha Shireman, Selena Utter, Deverle Peterson, Dean
Barnette, Ralph Bryant, Raymond Shively. Row 2: Chester Utter, Darwin Heeter, Lester Bryant,
Gladys Rhodes, Ruth Bryant, Fred Rowe - teacher, Emma Utter, Eunice Bryant, Dewey Zolman,
Pearl Freels, Lena Bryant. Back row: Orville Smith, Roscoe Barnett, Lester Shively, Edwin
Barnett, Colfx Rhodes, Robert Utter, Devon Shively, Walter Sriver, Stella Bryant, Russel Bryant.
(Photo: Mary Zolman)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 66, p. 114]

PRILL SCHOOL
By Prill School Museum Association

Prill School was built in 1876 on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. John Prill. The schooal,
which was District No. 3 in Henry Township was located northeast of Athens on the northeast
corner of 700E and the Fort Wayne road. One teacher taught all eight grades. The students ranged
in age from six to eighteen.

When the school opened there was no plumbing - water had to be carried in wooden
buckets by the pupils from the John Prill residence. Later a well was drilled and two brick
outhouses built, one for the girls and one for the boys.

The school was heated by a wood-burning stove. The wood was contracted from local
farmers during the summer. The older boys were often called on to carry wood in and help fire the
stove.

A water bucket, dipper and wash basin were kept at the back of the room and were used
by everyone. However, the boys had a mirror and comb on one side of the room and the girls had
one on the other side.

The children walked to school, sometimes as far as a mile and a half. They carried their
lunch to school. Lunches were kept in the cloak room and during the winter their lunch would be
frozen by noon.

The nearest high schools were in Rochester and Akron, about six miles either way. Some
of the pupils were able to commute to high school by amilk train that stopped in Athens. Asit was
comulsory to attend school until age 16, some pupils had to remain in the eighth grade several
years even though they passed because they were too young to quit and had no transportation into
Rochester or Akron.

The curriculum at that time consisted of reading (The McGuffy Reader), spelling, writng,
arithmetic, history, geograhy, physiology, and health. Games played by the children were Farmer
in the Dell, Blind Man's Bluff, Drop the Handkerchief, and baseball. A nearby pond served as an
ice skating rink during the winter. At Christmas the school was decorated with pine boughs and
trees. The tree was decorated with strings of popcorn and cranberries. The students also made
ornaments to hang on the tree. The teacher would treat the pupils with candy, apples and oranges.
Usually there was a Christmas program held at the school and the parents were invited.

The last school year was 1924-25. Fred Rowe was the last teacher. Other teachers were
Ernest Lamar, Emma Nicodemus, Charles Byer, Charles Daniels, Frank Dillman, Edith Heeter,
Ray Hoover, Ethel Kuhn, Mary Krom, Estil Sheetz, Mrs. Arch Stinson, Jessie Bonnell, Julie
Hoover, May Woods, Lee Marshall, Clyde Richardson, John Craig, Grace Fall, Joy Hammond,
Lucille Heighway, Estil Mclntyre, Lincoln Kuhn, Worthy Shewman, Nobby True, and Ray Miller.

Entertainment at Prill School Museum Association meetings has been kept as close as
possible to the type that prevailed when the school was in use. The programs have been recitations
by former pupils, cake walks, spelling bees, puppet shows, skits by the children, harvest suppers,
sing-alongs, Halloween parties Christmas parties, and patriotic programs.

At Christmas some of the adult members, accompanied by the children in the community,
hunt and cut atree. The school isthen decorated as it was 50 years ago. A christmas party is then
held at the school. The public is always welcome at these events. The highlight of the party isa
visit from Santa Claus with a bagful of treats for everyone.
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A Junior Auxiliary was formed by the youngsters. They meet once a month at the homes
of their members. The purpose of this group b to work with the adult group in restoring the
school. The auxiliary has helped with painting, yard work, fund raising projects, entertainment at
the association meetings. This group along with the adults goes Christmas Caroling each year at
some of thelocal nursing homes, hospital and for shut-ins.

In 1972 Mr. and Mrs. Jim Welling and Miss Martha Lasher, graduate students from
Indiana University at South Bend, as a project for graduate study used Prill School. The study is
American Heritage on Education with an emphasis on the influence of one-room school. Slides
were taken of the school grounds, and using two young girls as students, a school day was re-
enacted. A voice recording on the activities of the day was made. The recording to be used in
coordination with the slides was made by a retired school teacher who had taught in a one-room
school.

During 1973 $1,302.05 was spent for repair and upkeep of the Prill School building.

A popular place for student tours, pupils from Riddle and Columbia, Mexico and Leiters
Ford schools have visited Prill School. Rochester High School photography class visits yearly for
apicture-snapping session. Some of their photos have been displayed in art shows.

In March akite flying contest is held. In August a corn cook has become an annual event.
Corniscookedin old iron and copper kettles on wood fires outdoors.

In 1975 these additions and repairs were made: school bell installed in front, flag pole in
yard, wrought iron railing around stove and front steps, re-painted inside, also outside trim painted
and repaired, another toilet installed, closets re-plastered, world globe and stand purchased at
Rochester Middle School sale, chimney repaired, organ donated, lights in both toilets and closets,
two fire extinguishers. Catherine Miert donated a slide projector and screen.

In 1976 Prill School celebrated its centennial. Activities of the afternoon were in keeping
with the by-gone era of the one-room school. Mr. and Mrs. Don Van Duyne brought their horse
and surrey and delighted young and old alike by giving rides. Don, who has been shoeing horses
for 60 years, demonstrated his techniques by shoeing his horse and explaining as he worked. Heis
still using hisfather’s and grandfather’ s blacksmith tools.

Ned Smith, who owns the land on which Prill stands, introduced his horse “ Silky Sue”.
He discussed the harness and its functions. Craig Denny of Valparaiso rode the sulky and trotted
the horse around the track showing the fine points of harness racing. “Silky Sue' has won several
trophies and blankets.

Many antiques and collectables were on idsplay, several owned by Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Safford, others displayed by association members.

Mrs. Vada Quackenbush, local schoolteacher and president of the Prill Association, held
amock school session which was enjoyed by the many visitors.

A horse shoe pitching contest was held and the team of Doug and Denny Sweaney were
the winners.

The event was attended by around 200 people. Bruce Hess and the Civil Defence directed
parking.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 28, pp 33-36]

HISTORY OF PRILL SCHOOL

Prill School, now a restored one room schoolhouse, is located on the Old Fort Wayne
Road and 700 East in Henry Township.

The land on which this historic structure was built in 1876 was formerly owned by Mr.
and Mrs. John Prill.

Oneteacher taught all eight grades and the ages of the pupils ranged from six to eighteen.

The school had no plumbing facilities and drinking water had to be carried in wooden
buckets by the pupils from the John Prill residence. Later a well was drilled and two brick toilets
were built.

A wood-burning stove was used to heat the school. Local farmers supplied the wood and
some of the older students carried in the wood and fired the stove.
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Every pupil used the same water bucket, dipper and wash basins which were placed at the
back of the room.

However, the boys had a mirror and comb on one side of the room and the girls had one
on the other side.

The children walked as far as a mile and a half to school, regardless of the weather. They
carried their lunches in pails or lard buckets. These lunches were kept in the cloak room and
during the winter the lunches would be frozen by noon.

The school curriculum consisted of reading (The McGuffy Reader), spelling, penmanship,
arithmetic, history, geography, physiology and health. Daily oral recitations were routine. During
recesses the children enjoyed such games as Farmer in the Dell, Blind Man's Bluff, Drop the
Handkerchief and baseball. A pond nearby served as an ice skating rink during the winter. Many
times adaring skater would have to be pulled from the pond after the ice had broken.

At Christmas time the entire school was fragrant with the aroma of pine. Pine bows and
trees decorated the entire school. The tree was decorated with strings of popcorn and cranberries.
Student-made ornaments were hung on the tree. The pupils' treats consisted of candy, apples and
oranges. usually, there was a Christmas program held at the school and the parents were invited.

Thelast school year was 1924-25.

For many years the building was used for grain storage. In the spring of 1971 some
former students had a vision of areconstructed one-room rural school of the 19th century.

Fulton County’s first annual Round Barn Festival was held July 16, 17, 18, 1971. One of
the most popular stops of the county tour was the restored one-room Prill School. Visiting the
school isliketaking astep back intime.

Much work went into the reconstruction in 1971. The boarded windows gave way to
plastic screen and blinds. The weed-choked lawn was cut, raked and trimmed. Maple trees, green
and scarlet adorned the lawn. Inside an even greater change took place. Grain storage supports
were removed and the walls and ceiling were replastered and painted. Some of the original desks,
well-chewed by rodents and dulled with age, were brought down from the attic of the school. They
were cleaned and returned to their original locations. Other seats were acquired to completely
furnish the room. A pot-bellied stove with asafety railing isin the center of the room.

The Prill School Museum Association, twenty in number, was formed in the fall of 1971.
The association has as its purpose the preservation of the 95-year-old building, a landmark of
Fulton County’ s pioneer heritage.

The association, now registering over 300 families as members, has accomplished much
toward the restoration and preservation of Prill School. The slate roof has been repaired, custom
made windows have been installed and floor repairs have been made. The well wasredrilled and a
pump installed, dry wall was put in the closets, wainscoting was varnished and a hitching rack for
horses has been installed in the yard. The association provided liability insurance, added electrical
wiring, electrified the lanterns to meet safety standards for inside lighting and installed an outside
security light. The labor and materials for many of these accomplishments were donated by
dedicated and interested persons.

Since the Prill School was opened in 1971 to the public, many hundreds of visitors have
registered from almost all of thefifty states.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 66, pp 115-118]

DISTRICT 3, PRILL'S SCHOOL
By VelmaBright
Prill’s School, in existence in 1876, was located in the northwest corner of Henry
Township. Thelast school year was 1923-24. This building is still standing.
[FCHS Quarterly Vol. 6, August 1969, No. 1, p. 7]

HISTORY OF PRILL SCHOOL
By Dewey Zolman, Pupil of Prill School
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Mr. and Mrs. John Prill donated the ground for the Prill School to the county in the year
1876. In that year the school was built and named after the donors, Prill School-1876-District No.
2[or 37.

The school had an average of forty pupils per term. There were eight grades with one
teacher for all grades. The school hours were from 9 am. to 4 p.m. We al walked to and from
school - some from as far as amile away. Students ranged in age from six to eighteen years.

We had no electricity and our heat was from an old box stove. It was about three and a
half feet long with ahearth and door at one end. Our water was at the pump which was out in the
school yard. There were two tin cups at the pump and we all drank from them. There were two
brick toilets |ocated on each side and to the rear of the school - the one on the east side for the girls
and the west side for the boys. Inside the school as you came in the door to your right and left
were two cloak rooms - one for girls and one for boys. There were shelves at the end of each room
for our lunch buckets and strips nailed to the sides of the wall with nailsin it to hang our hats and
coats. On each outside cloakroom there were two small mirrors each with a tin comb case with a
comb in each.

On the left wall asyou go in, thereis alist of the pupils that went to Prill School and on
the right side are the original desks that are 95 years old. The desks had been stored in the attic
since the school closed in 1927.

It might be interesting to note also that Fred Rowe, father of the late Dr. Howard Rowe of
Rochester, taught several years here and also Clyde Richardson, brother of the late Dr. Charles
Richardson.

School was for grades first to eighth and it was compulsory for children to go to school
until they were sixteen, unless they had graduated before. In the winter the school was closed early
sometimes due to darkness and sometimes the snow drifts were as high as the rail fences.
Children’s shoes were greased with tallow to make them as water-proof as possible. The children
al wore long underwear and the girls wore long black stockings and plaid dresses over them. The
boys wore overalls and shirts. The teacher kept the children in line with a slender whip for the
boys - the girls were seldom punished this way. The old story of the pigtailsin the ink-wells- this
happened at Prill too.

We had one hour for lunch and a fifteen minute recess in the morning and afternoon.
Children usually spent their time playing blind-man’s bluff and such games as were popular then.
They gathered beech-nuts in near-by woods at noon time or slid down straw stacks that stood
across theroad. In the winter, there was a pond near by to skate on.

We had a big school bell on a high post outside by the steps. Each morning, fifteen
minutes before nine, the teacher would ring the bell for three or four minutes. That was a warning
that we had just so much time to get to school or be tardy. On a clear day you could hear the bell
as far as a mile away. Coats and lunch buckets were stored in the cloak rooms and at noon the
children ate lunch at their desks. In the evening the children took turns passing out the coats and
lunch buckets- aboy and agirl each evening.

The school was not as cold as one might think, as there was a good fire going in the
center of the room in our iron stove. At thistime | will mention how the fuel was obtained for the
school. The trustees would advertise for bids to the farmers for so many cords of wood for the
school and the farmer with the lowest prices got the job. They would cut it and haul it in the
summer and cord it in a straight line from the fence back of the school to the road on the east side
of the school. That much would last the winter. The teacher would usually carry the wood into the
school.

At Christmas time the children would string cranberries and popcorn and hang foot after
foot around the school in a decorative fashion. One time we had a big arch instead of a Christmas
tree. It was made of evergreen limbs and we decorated it with the strings of popcorn and
cranberries and a silver star that we made. We always had our Christmas entertainment on Friday
afternoon and then we were dismissed for our Christmas vacation. Usually some of our parents
would come to see our exercises.

School would begin in October, then end in April.
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The teacher was strict, lessons were long and there was little quarrelling or problems
among the students.
[FCHS Quarterly, VVol. 9, February, 1973, No. 1, pp 27-28]

HISTORY OF PRILL SCHOOL
Prill School, now a restored one room schoolhouse, is located on the [NE corner] Old
Fort Wayne Road and 700 East in Henry Township.

Abe Bowers will teach at Millark, John Rouch at Prill’'s and John Davidson at
Bloomingsburg.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, November 3, 1876]

J. A. Rouch is engaged at No. 3 and is evidently doing a splendid work. . . The only thing
we noticed in connection with this school worthy of criticism was the untidiness of the room.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, December 16, 1876]

Our first Township Institute was held at the Prill school house on last Saturday. . .
[Letter From Akron, Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, December 27, 1878]

| attended Prillsthree years. Then they closed the school and bussed us to Athens, where we
graduated from the eighth grade. In my first grades at Prills | had as teacher Mary Krom.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 54, p. 49]

Teachers:
1896-97: Jessie Bonnell
1897-98: J. W. Bonnell
1898-99: Estil Gast
1899-00: Charles A. Dani€ls
1900-01: Emma Nicodemus
1901-02: [omitted)]
1902-03: Ray W. Hoover
1903-04: Ernest Lamar
1904-05: [not listed by school]
1905-06: [not listed by school]
1906-07: [omitted]
1907-08: Fred Rowe

Clyde Richardson
[FCHS Quarterly No. 41, pp 37-39]

PARTIAL LIST OF TEACHERS, DISTRICT 3, PRILL’S SCHOOL
Charles Byer, John Craig, Charles Daniels, Frank Dillman, Joy Hammond, Edith Heeter,
Lucille Heighway, Ray Hoover, Ethel Kuhn, Lincoln Kuhn, Ernest Lamar, Lee Marshall, Emma
Nicodemus, Clyde Richardson, Fred Rowe, Estil Sheetz, Worthy Shewman, Mrs. Arch Stinson,
Nobby True.
[FCHS Quarterly Vol. 6, August, 1969, No. 1, p 21]
See Prill School Association

PRILL SCHOOL ASSOCIATION [Henry Township]
Thelma Sanders Safford, historian.

DEWEY ZOLMAN
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By Shirley Willard

In 1971 Dewey [Zolman] was instrumental in starting the Prill School Museum for the
first Round Barn Festival. He did most of the restoration and acquiring of furniture for it. When
they began planning the first Round Barn Festival, Dewey attended one of the committee meetings
and offered to spearhead the renovation of Prill School. It had been used for grain storage and
needed |ots of work.

He wrote to all the Prill School alumni and asked them to donate money to help restore
the old building. They donated over $113. He contacted businesses and got them to donate paint
(Bailey Hardware) and lumber (Spud McGee). Garret Ginn donated doors, and Amos Foor
donated lumber and windows from an old house. He found 15 of the original desks in the attic of
Prill School. Other desks were donated from other one-room schools. Dewey built the teacher’'s
desk. He restored an organ, donated by Wenzel Wright. He got Prill School placed on the National
Register of Historic Sites and Structuresin 1979. He did research in the courthouse and discovered
that the land for Prill School was purchased for $30 by Henry Township and therefore did not
revert back to the land owner, asit would have if the land had been donated by John Prill. Lawyers
then concluded the Prill School was the property of Tippecanoe Valley School Corporation, as all
Henry Township school property went into the conslidation. TV SC leased Prill School to the Prill
School Museum Association. Up until that time the Association had leased the school and land
from Ned Smith, assuming that it was part of hisfarm.

In 1980 Dewey made a list of the donated items in Prill School, so that the people who
donated them would be remembered:

Claude Irwin - Piano case (in which organ is now).

Dorothy Bixler - eight window blinds.

Elizabeth Prill Lindsey - Pot-bellied stove.

Mentone School - 15 desks (transported by Chester Utter and Dewey Zolman).

Oliver Bryant - 48 star flag.

Don Mclntire - mirrors.

Map case with five maps (origina to Prill Schoal).

Jerry Baker - globe.

Some Rochester people - large dictionary.

Harold Mattox - two comb cases to hang on wall by door.

Blackboards across north end of building were paid for with donations from former

pupils of Prill Schoal.

Library books were given by the public.

Bench made like original one by Dewey Zolman, also a granite bucket and dipper and

tin wash pan to go with this bench placed by the door.

Pump given by Chester Utter and installed by him and D. Zolman.

Small mirror (like the original one remembered by pupils).

Straight chair to go with teacher’ s desk - Dewey Zolman.

Shelf for dictionary - LenaBowen.

Stove pipe paid for with donated money.

After the Prill School Museum Association was organized, the following items were

acquired:

Teacher’s desk made by Dewey Zolman.

Ten desks.

Framed names of al pupils of Prill School, hung on west wall.

Eight lanterns, donated.

Two 8-foot long folding tables.

Bell given by Thelma Safford.

Mrs. Zolman knew Mr. Wright had an old pump organ in his garage. She called him and
asked if he would sell the organ to her husband so he could see if he could restore it for Pill
School. He said, “1 won't sell it to you but | will give it to Prill School in me and my children’s
namesif Mr. Zolman can fix it.”
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When the organ was donated, it was missing all the black keys, paint spilled on half of
the ivory keys, music rack gone, half of the valves knocked down, bellows rotted out, sound board
on each side gone. Dewey used parts of the organ given by Mr. Irwin and also found parts of the
original organ in Prill School. It took him five weeks to restore the old organ but it plays
beautifully and is still in use at Prill School today.

Prill School Museum is a memoria to Dewey Zolman and all the other people of his
generation who attended and loved the one-room schools in Fulton County.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 66, pp 109-112]

RESTORATION OF THE PRILL SCHOOL
In Fulton County
By Ann Kindig Sheetz
(South Bend Tribune, Michiana Sunday magazine, 1973)

“| sat herein the first grade and a girl sat across the aisle. We whispered back and forth
al the time until the teacher picked me up and sat me down in the seat with the girl. We both cried
until recess, but we never whispered again.” This was Dewey Zolman, talking to a group of
visitors at Prill School.

In the last two years more than 3,500 persons from 20 states have visited the restored
one-room school northeast of Athens, about halfway between Akron and Rochester in Fulton
County, Indiana.

Operated as a grade school in the Henry Township school district from 1876 until 1925,
Prill School educated 540 students, ranging in ages from six to 21. After the school was closed, its
students sent to either Akron or Athens, the building was converted for grain stoarge. A hole was
cut in the roof and through the ceiling to permit access by grain elevators, and the windows were
boarded. Where once Dewey Zolman and his friends had studied, rates and mice now played.

Prill’ s destiny seemed to be that of other one-room school housesin the area - to be used
for storage until time and age took their toll and the building collapsed. No one considered
restoring the old school until Zolman decided that a one-room school would complement Fulton
County’s Round Barn Festival, an annual event in which tours of farms on which round barns,
instead of the traditional square or rectangular-type barns, have been erected. There are at least 17
of these unusual barnsin that area.

Zolman interested Chester Utter, also a Prill alumnus, in the restoration project. Ned
Smith, owner of the farm once occupied by Mr. and Mrs. John Prill, donors of the land on which
the school was built, gave his permission to proceed with the restoration.

Lacking funds and help, Zolman and Utter tackled the huge task alone. They began by
moving 250 bushels of partially spoiled grain from the building. “If Dewey hadn’'t been so excited
about the idea, | don’t think we could have doneit,” Utter now recalls. Together, they patched the
hole in the ceiling, restored Cloak rooms and located the original desks, many of which had been
stored in the attic. Generations of rats had gnawed at them and rust had taken itstoll.

The whole building was filthy.Broken windows and gaping holes in the floor seemed to
defy repair.

A few donations trickled in. This money was used to buy slate blackboards to replace the
original ones. A pot-bellied stove was located. Zolman found comb cases and mirrors to hang
outside each of the cloak rooms. He even located a dinner pail similar to the one he had carried to
school.

Gradually the building began to gain a new lease on life. Round Barn Festival visitors,
amazed at the amount of work that had been done, were fascinated with the stories Zolman told of
school life before consolidations and dress code squabbles. It was an era of strict, often harsh,
discipline.

“l remember a 17-year-old girl who sat in this seat,” he said. “She was in the eighth
grade. One day she fell asleep and the teacher struck her across the shoulders. She just got up,
gathered her books and belongings and walked out. She never came back.”
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Youngsters had their day of attending a one-room school when Vada (Mrs. Charles)
Quackenbush, a Rochester teacher, “instructed” a class of 18 students in special Saturday classes
during the Round Barn Festival.

The restored school attracted so much interest that the Prill School Museum Assn. was
formed. Now boasting a membership of 221, the non-profit organization has officers and a board
of directors of which Utter is chairman, Zolman recently resigned from the board, and Mrs.
Quackenbush has become president. She continues to conduct special school sessionsfor the barn
festival. Her husband now istreasurer of the association.

Members conduct monthly meetings at the school. In the winter heat is provided by a
faithful pot-bellied stove. Entertainment takes the form of spelling bees, taffy pulls, puppet shows
and book reviews.

Not content with opening the building only for meetings and a few days during the
Round Barn Festival, Association members last year maintained regular Sunday afternoon open
houses.

No admission is charged. Members stage fish fies and other fund-making events to
finance major repairs. The broken windows, first repaired with plastic coated wire, have since
been replaced with glass. The slate roof has been repaired and electrified lanterns have been added
inside the school, their wiring carefully concealed to preserve the turn-of-the-century coaloil look.

Association members recently completed their largest fund-raising campaign in order to
finance reconstruction - with used bricks to preserve the authenticity of the building - of one
corner of the school. Now supported with temporary props, that corner is a grim reminder of the
aging process that destroyed other schools of the same era.

With an eye towards the third Round Barn Festival members are working hard not only to
stay the aging process but also to continue to take visitors a step back in time with the nostalgic
charm that is Prill School.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 66, pp 112-115]

See Prill Schoal.

PUCKEY HUDDLE SCHOOL [Rochester Township]

Located S side of Old Fort Wayne Road, at approximately 125N and 350E.
Built between 1883 and 1907. Now the George Thompson home on the Fort Wayne
Road.

[photo] Pucky Huddle one-room school was converted in a house by Samuel Horn. It still
stands on the south sice of the Fort Wayne Road and George Thompson lives there now. Horn
added the porch on the side and other rooms were added to the back. (Photo: Mable Anderson)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 62-63, p. 74]

McKINLEY COMMUNITY ONE-ROOM SCHOOLS
PUCKY HUDDLE, WHITE WALNUT, BLACK WALNUT [d¢], LITTLE EGYPT
By Shirley Willard

Before McKinley School was built in 1901, there were four one-room schools serving the
community northeast of Rochester.

Pucky Huddle School was located on the south side of the Fort Wayne Road about three-
quarters of a mile east of Indiana 25. It was a wooden schoolhouse and was built after 1883
because it is not shown in the 1883 atlas. There do not seem to be any photos of it in existence,
although Lillian Lavengood thought she used to have a photo of it. It was closed in 1901 when
McKinley was opened. The school was converted into a house by Samuel Horn, who bought it
from the trustee. He added a summer kitchen and root cellar on the south and two bedrooms on the
east, and a porch on the west side of the building. The house faces north toward the road. When



Re

Horn died, it was sold to Steele Ewing. Ewing sold it to George Thompson in 1939. Thompson
till lives there. He said that down through the years many former Pucky Huddle pupils stopped in
to see the old school. Charlie and Newt Darr used to make hay with George and they would tell
about walking across the fields on a path to the school from their house toward the north. Ezra
Jones, George’'s mail carrier, said he used to teach there. Cora Pownall Finney, Helen Barkman's
mother, was the last teacher at Pucky Huddle, 1900-01.

When George remodeled the house, he found that his living room had the blackboard
across the south end. He still has some of the heavy slate he found. The teacher’s platform was
across the south end too. George closed off the north door, which had been the schoolhouse door.

Mabel Anderson, Race Street [Rochester, Indiana], is the granddaughter of Samuel Horn.
She used to visit and stay with her grandparents in the summer. She had photos of the house when
her grandparents lived there, but so far no photo of the school when it was used as a school has
turned up.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 62-63, pp 73-75]

Teachers; CoraPownall, 1901-02.

PUGH SCHOOL [#6] [Wayne Township]

Located SW corner 800W and 850S.

Originally alog cabin, the first school in Wayne Township. It was alog cabin left by men
who were surveying and cutting rtrees to build the Michigan Road in 1838. It was in the corner of
M. E. “Dick” Willsfarm on the northeast corner.

A newer school was built between 1883 and 1907.

Wayne Tp. Teacher’s Institute. School House, No. 6, Dec. 15, 1877. ..
[Rochester, Sentinel, Saturday, December 29, 1877]

Miss Mary Maud Murray, daughter of Archimulus and Hannah (Dively) Murray, was
born Dec. 23, 1880. She attended and graduated from common school in 1899 from the Feidner
one-room school, which was located on her parents' farm. During the summer of 1899, she went
to Angola Normal School for eight weeks, was hired by trustee, R. O. Murray, and W. S. Gibbons,
county superintendent. She lived two miles north of Liberty, her father taking her to and from
Liberty via horse and buggy. She only taught one year at Liberty, 1899-1900, then taught two
years at the Pugh school (1900-1902).

[FCHS Quarterly No. 52, p. 55]

RABBITS GLORY SCHOOL [Allen Township, Miami Co]

One-room school northeast of Macy, Indiana.

REAMS SCHOOL [Henry Township]

RED BRUSH SCHOOL [#9] [Richiand Township

Located SW corner of 250E and 550N.
Built before 1876.

[photo] Red Brush school in 1911-12. Row 1: Ella Riddle, Jessie Wright, Ona Anderson.
Row 2: Bertha Riddle, Charles Riddle, Mildred Eash, Carl Day, Helen Rush, teacher Hazel Rush.
Row 3: Geneva Logan, Bessie Riddle, Ralph Arnold, Dora Caslow, Edna Wright. Edna lost all her
hair and wore a bonnet all the time. She later married Ona Anderson’s brother Harley but she
never got her hair to grow back very good. (Hazel Rush Cessna’ s photo)
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[FCHS Quarterly No. 20, p. 19]

RED BRUSH SCHOOL
By Shirley Willard

Red Brush School was built before 1876 because it is on the map of Richland Township
in the 1876 Atlas. It was located on the southwest corner of county roads 250E and 550N, about 2
miles east of Old US-31. Nobody knows where the name came from as there is no prevalence of
red-colored bushes around now. It was awood frame school with awood-burning stove.

Hazel Rush taught at Red Brush 1911-12. There came a big snow that winter that snowed
them in so some of the students could not get home. They had outdoor toilets, one for girls and
one for boys. When the big snow came, Miss Rush sent a big boy, Ralph Arnold, to go with the
little children to the door of the toilet so they would not get lost in the blizzard. She brought her
sister Helen Rush and foster brother Carl Day to school with her each day. They could not get
home and had to spend the night with parents of some pupils who lived near-by. Their father,
Frank Rush, and a neighbor came the next day to take them home with a team of horses hitched to
an old sled. He led Hazel’ s horse and buggy home.

Hazel Rush taught at Delong the next year. She married John Cessna Dec. 25, 1912, and
had to quit teaching because they did not allow married women to teach in those days.

Ona Anderson Hedrick recalls the big snow too. She was a pupil at Red Brush that year
and rode to school on Daniel Caslow’s hack. The horse couldn’t pull the hack through the snow at
the foot of the hill south of Red Brush going home, so the kids got out to walk through. Ralph
Arnold carried both Ella Riddle and Ona, one under each arm, across the drift of snow. Then they
got back in the hack and got home safe.

Ona also remembers that she and Ella couldn’'t reach the shelf that held the dinner
buckets at the back of the room, so they had to ask the bigger girlsto get their lunch buckets down
for them. The bigger girls weren’t very enthusiastic about this “chore.” The lunch buckets were
round tin buckets with lids. In winter the children skated on the pond in a near-by field. In warm
weather they climbed a tree back of the school and would swing down by bending the top.

Ona's brother, Harley Anderson, attended Red Brush and had teachers Charles Maple
1907-08 and Fred Umbaugh 1908-09. Harley later became a teacher at Pucky Huddle 1915-16 and
Whippoorwill 1916-17.

Oswald Palmer attended Red Brush and had Jessie Dickey and Georgia Anderson before
Charles Maple came. It is also thought that Allen Umbaugh and Billy Foster taught there.

Charles Riddle writes: “Much water has gone down the Tippecanoe River since | took up
residency on its bank 75 years ago. But | well recall my first year of school with Charles Maple as
teacher. He had eyes in the back of his head because we never got by with anything. On bad days
as a passtime some of us played Pick or Poe with pins. With the ends covered we would say “Pick
or Poe’. If you missed, you gave one; if right, you received the pin. Cecil Palmer and | tried it
during class period while the teacher was giving attention to another student with his back turned
to us. But he caught us so we had to sit on his desk facing the rest of the pupils until recess.

“In those days the teacher taught all 8 grades, did janitoring and ran the entire school.

“1 well remember Hazel Rush as a teacher. I’m not sure of the date of the big snow but it
must have been about 1911. There were only two houses near the school. Some of us older ones
made it home. By morning it was drifted so that there was no traffic or school for three days until
roads were opened with man power and scoop shovels.

“My brother Ed Riddle (deceased in 1916) taught two terms at Red Brush in 1909 and
1910. Another brother George Riddle (deceased this past year) went to grade school at Red Brush
and taught his first year in 1914 at Whippoorwill and 1916-18 at the new Tiosa school.” He served
in World War | in 1918. In 1919 he want to Columbia school in Rochester to teach arithmetic. He
became principal of Lincoln School in 1924 and also taught arithmetic until 1949. The new
elementary school at northwest side of Rochester built in 1957 was named Riddle school in his
honor.
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Red Brush school closed in 1912 and was made into aresidence by AlvaKale and is now
being lived in by Ernest Hart. Walter Kale and his sisters (children of Alva Kale) were living in
this housewhen they got the flu during the epidemic of 1918.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 20, pp 17-19]

A new school house is soon to be built at Surguy’s cross roads, one-haf mile north of
Sturgeon.
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, May 27, 1871]

Teachers; William Foster

REED SCHOOL [#9] [Liberty Township]
Located NW corner 300W and 800S
Built before 1876; abandoned between 1883 and 1907.

[photo] Reed School, 3 miles west of Fulton, Feb. 24, 1905. Front row: Mary Dill -
teacher, Emmor Reed, Clarence Reed, Dana Biggs, Norvanah Alber, Dewey Biggs, Evie House,
Fanny Beatty, Agnes Hendrickson, Jennie Cooper, Florence Alber.

Row 2: Florence Lear, Ora Fisher, Mathew Beatty, Lydia Reed, Lulu Biggs, Della
Cooper, Edna Miller, Fern Lear, Lee Reed, Roscoe Miller.

Row 3: Wesley Beatty, Bill Patton, Floyd Williams, Mable Pownall, Fred Fisher, Myrtle
Pownall, Ethel Miller, Omar Cline or Myers, and Fern Biggs. (Photo donated to FCHS by Lydia
Reed Rans Easterday)

[FCHS ImagesNo. 1, p. 57]

[photo] Written on the blackboard: Reed’s school, No. 9, Nov. 24, 1905. Row 1. Mary
Dill - teacher, Emmor Reed, Clarence Reed, Dana Biggs, Nowannah Alber, Dewey Biggs, Evie
House, Fannie Beatty, Agnes Hendrickson, Jennie Cooper, Florence Alber. Row 2: Florence Ora
Fisher, Wesley Beatty, Lydia Reed, Lulu Biggs, Della Cooper, Edna Miller, Fern Lear, Lee Reed,
Roscoe Miller. Row 3: Matthew Beatty, Bill Paton, Floyd Williams, Mabel Pownall, Fred Fisher,
Myrtle Pownall, Ethel Miller, Omer Myers, Fern Biggs. (Photo: Lydia Reed Easterday).

[FCHS Quarterly No. 22, p. 15]

[photo] Reed School 1908, teacher Thomas E. Reed standing in the door. Row 1: Georgie
Cooper, Paul Julian, Glen Williams, Arthur Cooper, William Messinger, Doris Cooper, Ruby
Pownall, Rose Spencer, Marie Aaron, Goldie Aaron, Clarence Reed, Howard Reed, Russell
Cooper. Row 2: Emma Reed, Carmen Gibbs, Ivan Pownall, Roscoe Miller, Ruth M. Pownall,
Agnes Hendrickson, Ora Fisher, Floyd Williams, Ruth E. Pownall, Eva House. Row 3: Jennie
Cooper, Fern Lear, Delta Cooper, Ethel Miller, Mabel Pownall, Fred Fisher, Blanche Martin,
Florence Lear, Lydia Reed, Eva Messinger, Edna Miller, Oma Williams (Photo: Thelma Reed
Johnston).

[FCHS Quarterly No. 22, p. 16]

REED SCHOOL

By BerthaWaltz
The Reed School (District No. 9) was a frame structure, located in Liberty Township
southwest of Fulton on the northeast corner at what is now identified as county roads 800 south
and 350 west; the Ralph Gunter residence. It must have been built about 1895. Before the school
was built there, a cemetery for the community had been started. The few bodies buried were
removed to what is known as the Reed Cemetery on road 114, between Fulton and Grass Creek.
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The old log cabin school, aso called Reed School, was built in 1851, first in the Olive Branch
Community west and north of that location approximately one-half mile. Lydia Reed Rans
Easterday remembersthat her father, Jim Reed, went to school therein 1873.

A story worth repesating was related by Mary Dill Garrity in 1956. It concerned her
mother’s sister, Sarah Jane (Sally) Walters, who taught in the old log cabin school. “Sally had |eft
abook she prized on the last day of school. In her sleep she walked to the school building, went in,
recovered the book then walked home one-haf mile, went to bed, and did not waken until the
mother saw muddy tracks on her clean kitchen floor. She went upstairs, awakened Sarah Jane. It
was a night to remember; yet she was asleep, as she strolled through the mud.” Sally was the
mother of Charles and Lulu Cline Pownall, to be mentioned later.

The families settling in the Olive Branch community from Ohio in 1845 were the Van
Blaricoms, Reeds, Pownalls, and Barkers, according to the church history going back to 1849.
Presumably, those were the names of the first Reed School students. Later, came the Walters,
Dills, Clines, Williams, Martins, Vanattas, Robinsons, Lears, Catons, Baileys, Albers, Biggs,
Millers, Beaty (Beatty), Fishers.

Teachers down through the years whom we have knowledge of were Vachel Pownall,
1900-01, Anna Dill 1901-02, Frank Reed, Mary Dill 1904-05, Fanny Walters 1905-06, Charles
Cline 1911-12, Gertrude Reed, Thomas E. Reed 1910-11, Minnie Reed, Dessie Robinson, Ray
Stingley, Ruth Krathwohl 1915, Otto Reed, and Frank Graham.

As was the custom in most one-room schools, the teacher conducted opening exercises
usually consisting of singing, physical exercises, and drills, possibly marching to warm the feet on
cold mornings. Charles Cline is remembered as playing the organ for such singing. Otto Reed
brought his small daughter to recite poetry.

The school was heated by a wood-burning stove; and toilets were the outdoor style.
Drinking water was carried from the Adam Kline's farm several rods west of the school (now
Aline Frederick farm) on the south side of the road. At first it was drunk from atin cup directly fro
the bucket. Later an earthen jug held the water and each child had his or her own folding cup. Box
socials were community social fare; also a means of raising money for library and song books.
Box lunches were eaten on the creek bank west of the school in nice weather.

Recesses were mostly spent playing baseball, fox and goose, drop the handkerchief, andy
andy over, and like games. Students were “kids” in those days, too. Some remember locking Tom
Reed out of the building at Christmas time because he refused to treat them. He put a block on the
chimney and went home, smoking the children out. His daughter, Thelma Reed Johnston, recalls
that gypsies camped at the school grounds overnight. Reeds lived in a house directly north of the
school and would walk to school down the ditch. Gypsy women would be hiding in the willows
and would slip up behind them and try to pick their pockets. Mr. Reed made them walk in front of
him so they could not get to his pockets. Several horse-drawn covered-wagon type vans of gypsies
would be camped there. The gypsies wore ear rings, bracelets, bright colors, cloth wrapped around
their heads. They spoke in broken English. The children were very afraid of the gypsies. In Mr.
Walter’s house west of the school, gypsies went in the house while the family was out and poured
milk on the floor in order to soak their bread. Sometimes they had to call the sheriff to get the
gypsied to move on.

The school was closed after the 1926 term. Children of that part of Liberty township were
transported to school in Fulton. A motor-driven bus was used first that year. Otho Insley was the
driver. The building was used for school bus body storage several years before being auctioned. It
was bought by Walker Casper and town down to build Gunter’s house.

The last day of school was a celebration. Parents brought loaded picnic baskets and
participated in the dinner with the teacher and students. The spirit remains. Each year former
students and teachers gather at the Olive Branch Church for singing, reminiscing, prayers, and a
good, old-time basket lunch.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 22, pp 15-17]
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Spelling school at Reed’ s school house last Tuesday evening was a failure; rain and mud
was the cause.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, February 12, 1874]

Miss Allie Weary teaches the Reid school, which is sufficient to insure its success. .
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, January 27, 1877]

Our friend A. G. Murden was unanimously chosen to teach school at the Reid school
house, district No. 9.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Friday, November 28, 1878]

REITER SCHOOL [Rochester Township]

L ocated on the South side of 200S at approximately 150W.
Closed in 1960.

REITER SCHOOL

C.V.Kindig and Sons, local contractors, were awarded the general building contract for
the new Rochester township consolidated school to be located five miles southwest of Rochester
on the John Gottschalk farm, where three acres of land were recently acquired by Trustee Marion
Reiter, in whose offices bids were received Thursday afternoon for the contracts.

The bid offered by Kindig was for $32,000, while the highest of the 10 other bidders
reached $47,000. Other local bidders for the general contract were John Shieldsand I. J. Waltz,
Stephen Parcell and Milo Cutshall.

The plumbing contract was awarded to James J. Darrah for $3,900 while the heating
system contract went to the Lige Heating and Ventilating Co., of Auburn, for $8,700. The Electric
Wiring and Sales company, at Rochester, was awarded the lighting contract for $986, making a
total in all of $42,676 for the building.

Contracts for the awarding of the fixtures, which with the price of the land, $300, and the
architects fee for the building are expected to bring the total cost to $50,000, areto be let at alater
date.

With the establishment of this school, Rochester township will have done away entirely
with the small schools of the past. The new school alone does away with four schools, the
Antioch, Orr, Screetch Owl and Oak Grove schools.

There arein the neighborhood of 100 pupils for the new school, which has not yet been
named. There are four class rooms, accomodating 40 pupils each, a domestic science room, a
manual training room and a gymnasium, 38x58 feet.

[Rochester Sentinel, Friday, April 4, 1924]

LOCAL BANK AWARDED SCHOOL BOND ISSUE
The First National Bank of Rochester was the successful bidder on the $56,000 bond
issue for Rochester township’s new consolidated school building to be erected this summer. The
local bank’s premium bid was $1,417. .. ..
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, May 31, 1924]

REITER SCHOOL ISFORMALLY OPENED
The Reiter consolidated school, located five miles southwest of this city on the John
Werner road, was formally opened Monday. The building, which was constructed during the past
year at a cost of $50,000, was built by Contractor C. V. Kindig of thiscity. Freyermuth and
Maurer of South Bend were the architects.
The school, which was named in honor of Trustee Marion Reiter, will supplant four one-
room school houses-- Antioch, Oak Grove, Orr and Screech Owl. The new structure contains
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four class rooms, amanual training room, adomestic science room and agymnasium. The
building is modern in every respect, being equipped with electric lights, furnace and sanitary
fixtures.

The building of the Reiter school completes a plan started some years ago by aformer
trustee of Rochester, that of a consolidated school in all four corners of the township to take the
place of 21 one-room school houses. The others are the Woodrow in the southeast section,
McKinley in the northeastern sector, and Burton in the northwest portion of the township.

The teachers at the Reiters school are John DuBois, Clifford Baggerly, Vern Carey and
Alice Black.

[News-Sentinel, Monday, January 5, 1925]

CROWD ATTENDS OPENING OF NEW REITER SCHOOL

Approximately 500 persons attended the formal dedication of the recently opened Reiter
consolidated grade school, 5 miles southwest of Rochester, the fourth one for Rochester township,
the erection of which completed a plan formed some time before for a school at each corner of the
township.

McKinley, Woodrow and Burton, the other consolidated schoolsin the township were
dismissed at noon so that teachers and pupils could attend the Reiter exercises. A community
dinner was held at noon, at which two 20-foot tables and two 12-foot tables, besides numerous
small tables, were laden with food.

Visitors Present

H. M. Sherwood, state superintendent of public instruction was unable to be present, but
arepresentative of the state board spokein hisstead. Levi Leiter of South Bend, on the Rochester
township advisory board, D. M. Whitcomb, former trustee of Henry township, and William
McLaughlin, trustee of Wayne township, were among those present.

An interesting program was prepared on which Abe Bowers appeared in several
impromptu readings. The Rochester high school orchestra played. Theinvocation was given by
the Rev. McCormick of the Antioch church, “America” was sung by the congregation, and a
recitation, “Our Flag,” was given. Mable Gordon sang, room one arecitation and County
Superintendent Berry, Trustee Reiter, and City Superintendent A. L. Whitmer spoke briefly.

The Reiter school has 87 pupils and four instructors. It was named after Trustee Reiter
who showed much interest in getting the building built. It islocated five miles southwest of
Rochester, and absorbed four small schools, Antioch, Screech Owl, Oak Grove and Orr.

[The News-Sentinel, Saturday, February 7, 1925]

HOT LUNCHES SERVED THE PUPILSAT REITER SCHOOL

Hot lunches, which are being served pupils of the Reiter school are proving to be most
populr and other schools in the county are planning to start serving them it was learned today.
Grass Creek schools will be the next to take up the project and it is expected that others will
follow. The Reiter school has the distinction of being the first in Fulton County to serve hot
lunchesto its pupils.

John Braman, Rochester township trustee, exlained that the luncheon project is sponsored
by the Parent-Teachers Association in cooperation with the U. S. Pure Food Administration. The
government pays 9c of the cost of each lunch while the pupil pays 1c. The government requires
that each child must drink one-half pint of milk which is pasteurized, daily and thisis very carfully
carried out. Mr. Braman says that there is no difficulty in enforcing this rule and that the majority
of children would drink twice that much milk if it could be furnished.

Mothers Volunteer Aid

Mrs. Sue Carter isin charge of the kitchen and dining room and she is assisted each day
by a PTA mother who volunteers her services. They serve 73 lunches at the noon hour, all with a
well-balanced ration and all are “hot off the stove.” The plates are well filled and each child takes
his to a table in the domestic science rooms and enjoys the meal with his companions. The
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children pay for the meals once aweek giving 75c to the cateress each Friday. The PTA furnishes
abuyer for the food who looks after all these details in a business-like way.

Mr. Braman says the project has been very successful, that the children enjoy the warm
food much more than the old-fashioned lunch. It has also done away with the task of mothers
packing one or several lunch boxes each morning.

[The News-Sentinel, Saturday, September 15, 1945]

[photo] Reiter School cost $50,000 to build in 1924 and was designed way ahead of its
time. A school today would be built just the same way, amost exactly. This phot is from the
Reiter Community Club scrapbook and shows a view of the gym on the left. The camerais facing
northwest. The Reiter Community Club was started in 1929 and continues active today.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, cover p. 1]

[photo] Reiter School. (Photo: Fred Van Duyne)
FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 3]

[photo] The new Reiter School 1925-26. Identified in three sections divided by the
cement slabs.

LEFT SECTION, Front row (sitting on ground): Lowell Swearer, Carl Stanley, Ronnie
Walters, Fredrick Felty, Boyd Kersey. Row 2: Edith Barker, Norine Skidmore, Donald Werner,
Katherine Richardson, Lester Gordon. Row 3: Clyde Thorndike, Floyd Bixler, Eva Souder, Albert
Flora, Lucile Hoffman. Back row: Mabel Gordon, Lemon Whisman, Dorothy Bixler, Ruth Eber,
Etta Wagoner, Harold Kline. Teachers: Esther Inquest - grades 1 and 2, Clifford Baggerly - grades
7 and 8 and principal.

MIDDLE SECTION in the entrance way, Front row: Elnora Showley, Russel Wagoner,
Lewis Cleland, Devereaux Cessna, lola Thorndike, Alice Tetzlaff, Ross Pickens, Eugene Nickles,
Irene Kissinger or Evelon Zellers;, Margaret Wagoner. Row 2: Vernon Barker, Merle Blacketor,
Ulrich Woodcox, Ernest Stanley, Dorothy Greer, Harlin Showley, Francis Blacketor, Mary
Edington, George Cleland, Clurel Hunter. Row 3: Beatrice Cranmer, Ruth Tetzlaff, Forest
Skidmore, Kline Blacketor, Jessie May Pickens, Belva Cleland, Arthur Gordon, Gadys Edington,
Carl Thornsteson. Back row: Annabelle Woodcox, Porter Whisman, Lucile Funk, Vic Skidmore,
Charles Werner, Helen Eber, Ruth Werner.

RIGHT SECTION in front of windows, Front row: Eldon Cessna, Joe Cleland, Raymond
Blacketor, Bill Skidmore, Arthur Weber. Row 2: Bobby Wagoner, Ray Pickens, Chester Bixler,
Matthew Zartman, Michael Zartman. Row 3: Margaret Weber, Frances Neff, Estella Bixler, Agnes
Zartman, Marietta Kline, Marjory Braman. Back row: Maurice Bixler, Milo Ault, Melvin Hunter,
Nettie Wagoner, Dorothy Pickens, Grace Souder. Teachers: Vera Carey - grades 3 and 4, Fred
Van Duyne - grades 5 and 6. (Photo: Ruth and Alice Tetzlaff)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 4]

[photo] Reiter School’s first basketball team, January to April 1925. Front row: Porter
Whisman, Frank Greer, Omer Stanley, Vic Skidmore. Back: Bud Braman Guy Ault, Clifford
Babberly - coach and principal. (Photo: Marjory Braman Phillips)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 6]

[photo] Reiter grades 3 and 4, 1925-26. Front row: Eldon Cessna, Arthur Weber, Carl
Stanley, George Cleland, Edith Barker, Richard Crause, William Skidmore. Middle row: Matthew
Zartman, Floyd Bixler, Marietta Kline, Lester Gordon, Frances Neff, Ray Pickens, Michael
Zartman. Back row: Vera Carey - teacher, Marjory Braman, Albert Flora, Rollie Walters Agnes
Zartman, Clurel Hunter, Estella Bixler. (Photo: Marjory Braman Phillips)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 7]
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[photo] Reiter Girls basketball team 1928-29. Front row: Grace Souder, Marjory Braman
(Phillips), Dorothy Bailey (Phebus), Norine Skidmore (Bailey). Back row: Odessa Greer - coach,
Lucile Hoffman, Margaret Weber (Toornire), Esther Herrell, Viola Eisenman, Dorothy Pickens,
Eva Souder (Holloway). Their mothers made their uniforms so they weren't all exactly alike. The
girls team rode on the team bus and took the place of the boys B team. They played against Argos,
Woodrow, Richland Center, Burton, and the girl graduates each year. Burton and Reiter were
fiercerivals. (Photo: Odessa Greer)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 8]

[photo] Reiter School 1st and 2nd grade 1928-29, Odessa Greer - teacher. Back row:
Bobby Cessna, Ova Huff, Frederick Wagoner, Edgar Herrell, Franklin Webb, William Huff,
Junior Cooper. Front row: Louise Woodcox, Kathryn Kissinger, Wilma Alberta Friday, Betty
Zellars, Norma Mae Kissinger, Marie Kathryn Richardson. (Photo: Odessa Greer)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 11]

[photo] Reiter Girls basketball team 1930-31. Front row: Nina Faye Ysberg, Norine
Skidmore, Marjory Braman, Evelyn Lewis, Evelyn Zellers. Back row: Estella Bixler, Lavonna
Stretch, Catherine Reed, Eva Souder, Margaret Wagoner. Coach - Carol Biddinger. (Photo:
Marjory Braman Phillips)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 13]

[photo] Reiter School, 1933. (Photo donated to FCHS by John and Mary Hiatt.)
[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 17]

[photo] Reiters basketball team 1934-35 won 11, lost 6. Front row: John Jones, Jimmy
Tobey, John Hays, Edgar Herrell, Fred Wagoner. Back Row: Bob Cessna, Paul Walters, Dick
Tobey, Fred Zellers. Coach - John Hiatt. (Photo donated to FCHS by John and Mary Hiatt)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 18]

[photo] Reiter 7th and 8th grades, 1931-32. Front row: Evelyn Zellers, Phyllis Mitchell,
Norine Skidmore, Prewit Ewen, Louis Stretch, Raymond Blacketor, Billie DuBois, Raph Curtis,
Chester Burnett. Row 2: Margaret Wagoner, Eva Souder, Ruby Adams, Raymond Walters, Arthur
Weber, Chester Bixler, Billie Gilliland, Raymond Enyart, John Bigler, Joe Cleland. Back row:
Ross Pickens, Donald Werner, Wilson Enyart, Raymond Herrel, Virgil Parker, George Cleland,
Lonnie Ewen, Fred Van Duyne - coach and principal and teacher of 7th and 8th grades, Devane
Ballenger. (Photo: Fred Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p.20]

[photo] Reiter School 1939-40, grades 1-8. Front row: Pierce boy, Charles Denton,
Charles Helt, Billy Laymon, unknown, Jm Gohn, Dale Bryant, David Wagoner. Row 2. Richard
Laymon, Dickie Greer, Robert Gagnon, Jim Henriott, Fred McGlothlin, Carl Grube, unknown,
Robert Hartman, Harvey Funk, Don Helt. Row 3: Shirley Hartman, Betty Burns, Belva Burns,
Betty Grube, Ruth Bechtol, Donna Pickens, Dorothy Grube, Ann Cessna, Joretta Ranz, Isabelle
Funk, Barbara Bechtol, Phyllis Neff, Thelma Howard, Betty Howard. Row 4: Carl Howard, Doris
Bechtol, Marjorie Denton, Joan Burns, Doris Pierce, Alma Funk, Joanne Miller, Betty Woodcox,
Bertha McGlothlin, Miloa Ault, Shelly Baker, Joyce McGlothlin, Harley Ault. Row 5: Fred Van
Duyne - teacher of 7th and 8th and principal, Gene Pickens, Harry Webb, Walter Grube, Gerald
Neff, Rex Grube, Floyd Stahler, Howard Burns, Gene Bryant, Russel Gohn, Bobby Helt, Eva
Nellans- teacher of grades 1, 2, 3. Row 6: Florence Moore - teacher of grades 4, 5, 6; Ella
McGlothlin, Beverly Burns, Virginia Best, Maxine Enyart, Bonnie Stretch, Catherine Henriott,
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Janice Bechtol, Lois Baker, Belva Burns. Back row: John Helt, Harvey Nickell, Harold Burns,
Max Grube, Paul Henriott, Carl Westwood, Harley Denton, Bill Cessna, Tom Westwood - janitor.
(Photo: Fred Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 21]

[photo] Reiter Basketball team 1941-42. Left to right: Gene Pickens, Jim Henriott, Gerald
Neff, Walter Grube, Lester Holloway, Carl Grube, Russell Gohn. Coach - Fred Van Duyne.
(Photo: Fred Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 22]

[photo] Reiter School lunch room 1946-47. Susie Carter, cook and manager, is in the
foreground dipping out food. (Photo: F. Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 26]

[photo] Reiter School 1946-47, grades 1-8. Front row: Lyle Gohn, Alan Craig, Jm Bick,
Doyne Wheadon, Philip Ginther, Bobby Wagoner, Byron Thomas, Larry Cripe, William Hatt,
Harold Howard, Gene Pierce, Fred Ginther, Richard Allen, Eldon Gube, Roger Neff, Eldon
Gohn, Bernard Holloway, Billie Korbe. Row 2: Joyce Thorrington, Donna Sue Hall, Etta Brown,
Nancy Hall, Janet Gohn, Sandra Shriver, Patricia Cripe, Diana Wagoner, Juanita Thomas, Carolyn
Showley, Martha Funk, Donna Townsend, Laura Qurtis, S. E. Hall, Bill Hall, Gresham Bearss,
Marlory Siegman. Row 3: Bobbie Greer, Larry Osborn, Larry Ault, Arthur Funk, Cala Ann
Deterich, Janice Wagoner, Marilyn Osborn, Laura Rhinehart, Sarah Eber, Janice Bearss, Charles
Greer, Norma Townsend, Eileen Thomas, David Wagoner, Susie Carter - cook. Row 4: Mrs.Edith
Bailey - teacher of 34-5, Mrs. Naomi Whitcomb - teacher of 1-2-3, Paul Howard, Dale Felts, Joan
Showley, Shirley Bowen, Marlen Hanger, Patsy Wagoner, Gerald Holloway, Jack Bick, Betty Lou
Howard, Gene Woodcox, Marvin Holloway, Richard Siegman. Back row: Fred Van Duyne -
teacher of 7-8 and principal, Allen Grube, Richard Carlson, Charles Siegman, Jimmy Thorrington,
Elsie Mathias, Doris Neff, Carolyn Smith, Betty Hall, Betty Grube, Alma Rhinehart, Isabelle
Funk, Louis Zellers, Duke Carter - cook. (Photo: Fred Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 29]

[photo] Reiter had the Champion team of Fulton County 1930-31; they won 15 and lost
only 2. Seated: John Bigler, Lindsy Ewen, Bill Skidmore, Raymond Walters, Carl Stanley. Back
row: Lonnie Ewen, George Cleland, Clurel Hunter, Seth Carpenter - coach and principal. (Photo:
Lindsy Ewen)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 39]

[photo] Winners of the 4-Way Tourney 1954-55. Reiter beat Rochester 24-21, then Reiter
beat Bremen 43-16. Front row: Karen Craig, Karen Dooley, Nancy Ewen, Ginny Swisher. Row 2:
Nils Musselman, Carl Edington, Richard Wagoner, Phil Zellers, Roger Wagoner, Jm Vigar. Back
row: Phil Eber, Larry McConkey, Richard McLochlin, Eddie Fanser, John Skidmore, Fred Van
Duyne - coach. (Photo: F. Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 41]

[photo] Reiter basketball team 1949-50 won 18 and lost only 1 game. Seated: David Upp,
Allen Grube, Joe Kirk, Tom Rose. Standing: Joan Showley, Janice Bearss, Ellen Werner, Harold
Howard, Carl Howard, Bernie Holloway, Billie Korbe, S. E. Hall, Bud Bearss. Coach - Fred Fan
Duyne. (Photo: F. Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 42]

[photo] Reiter grades 7-8 1953-54. Seated: Byron Thomas, James Carpenter, Ray House,
Jim Bick, Bill Duncan, DeVarrel Koger, Gene Pierce, Charles Barron. Row 2: Fred Van Duyne -
teacher and principal, Noelle Musselman, Sandra Van Lue, Marilyn Leaky, Wanda Hopkins, Paula
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Rockwell, Donna Drudge, Betty Ann Wagoner, Wilma Picklesimer, Diana Wagoner. Row 3: Bill
Babcock, George Vorac, Jim Carlson, John Skidmore, Nancy Ewen, June Enyart, Patty Showley,
Larry Cripe, Phil Eber, Joe Leaky. Back row: Lyle Gohn, Phil Zellers, Doug Coursey, James
Blackwell, Eddie Fander, Robert Warner, Richard McLochlin, Steve Striggle, Robert Wagoner.
(Photo: F. Van Duyne)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 43]

In 1924 it was decided to consolidate Antioch and three other one-room schools: Screech
Owl, Orr, and Oak Grove, and build anew school house, Reiter.

| was in the seventh grade at Antioch when we went into the new Reiter School in
January of 1925. We were al thrilled and excited to go to a brand new school. It seemed so big
with four classrooms and a gym. The classrooms were on the north side and the gymon the south.
There was also a domestic science room on the west and a manual training room on the east for
the seventh and eighth graders. | don’t remember using the domestic science room in my seventh
grade, but we had sewing when | was in the eighth. There was a stage on the south side of the
gym, and inside toilets on the north side of the gym which could be entered from the hall or from
the gym. It was marvelous There was no hot lunch program yet; that came later after | graduated.

That first year at Reiter was the first time we had school hacks. Dave Carey, father of
Vida and Vera Carey, was my bus driver. The Antioch teacher, Clifford Baggerley, became the
first principal at Reiter and taught 7th and 8th grades. John DuBois taught 5th and 6th, Vera Carey
taught 3rd and 4th, while Alice Black taught first and second.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 37, p. 44]

REITER SCHOOL 1924-1960
By Odessa Greer

The last consolidated school built in Rochester Township was Reiter. It stood on road
200 South on the south side of the road about halfway between 125 West and 200 West in the
southwest part of the township. Jim McKinney, a bachelor in the community, opposed the building
of Reiter, saying there would never be enough kidsto fill it.

It was named for Marion Reiter, who was trustee of Rochester Township from 1919-
1926.

C. V. Kindig and Sons, who built many round barns, were the builders. It was a one-story
brick building containing six classrooms, an office, and a gym with a stage. The furnace room was
under the stage. Reiter had its own light plant for a number of years. A gasoline engine produced
electricity stored in batteries. Before a basketball game was over, they usualy had to start the
engine because the lights were geting low. The water pump was a gasoline engine and it couldn’t
keep the water pressure up when the kids all used the restrooms. In the 1930’s Northern Indiana
Power (now Public Service Indiana) built a line from 11th Street road south, providing electricity
for all farmsit passed.

Reiter School took the place of four one-room schools: Orr, Oak Grove, Antioch and
Screech Owl. In January of 1925 pupils and teachers of these four schools moved into their new
school building, Reiter.

The first teachers were Alice Black from Orr School, grades one and two; Vera Carey
Pendleton from Screech Owl, grades three and four; John DuBois from Oak Grove, grades five
and six; and Clifford Baggerly from Antioch School, grades seven and eight and principal.

At the time Reiter was built, it was necessary to fill in quite alarge holein the front yard.
When that first spring came, the ground was soft especially that over the filled hole. Norine
Skidmore (Bailey) dashed toward the front door of the school by the shortest route which was
across the filled hole. Screams filled the air as Norine sank almost to her knees in the soft ground.
Big brother Vic Skidmore rescued her.

Reiter had a basketball team. The community was very proud of their team. A girls team
was organized in 1928. Mothers made their first suits. Odessa Greer was first coach. She also
taught cooking and Carol Biddinger taught sewing.
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Seth Carpenter, principal 1927-31 wrote: “At Reiter we did nore than play basketball. We
started Visual Education by renting slides from Indiana University. Since Reiter was a farming
community, our agriculture class tested seed corn each year for the farmers.

“Each spring the four Rochester Township schools (Reiter, Burton, Woodrow, and
McKinley) held a track and field meet. John Bigler set a record in the pole vault and Lewis
Cleland set arecord in the broad jump. The Reiter girls had a good basketball team.The boys had a
good basketball team. They had a good baseball team also.”

(Editor’s note: While Carpenter was principal, a building was built behind Reiter School
to store bus bodies in summer so the bus drivers could use the trucks. This building was half of the
barn that stood behind Burton School. It was a red barn with an A-shaped roof and held all four
buses. It was located in the southeast corner of the schoolyard. Later the Reiter Conservation Club
stored pheasant cagesin the barn. The club got pheasant chicks and local farmers raised them.)

The Reiter Student was a school newspaper published by the 8th grade class once a
month during the school year. The price was 2 cents a copy. It was published from Nov. 28, 1929,
until Feb. 1933. | have most of the issues and plan to place them in the FCHS museum. The first
editor was Lemon Whisman. Other editors were Viola Eisenman, Marjorie Braman (Phillips),
Norine Skidmore (Bailey) and Phyllis Mitchell.

Some news items from The Reiter Student follow: “A Township spelling match was held
March 29, 1929. County Superintendent Mr. Roy Jones presented books to all the winners. Those
at Reiter were Albert Flora, 7th grade, and Grace Souder, 8th grade.”

“Circus held December 1929. We made $75.10. We paid off al our debt including the
basketball suitsfor the boys. We have $27 |eft for the school treasury.”

September 1929. “Playground equipment was put up by the big boys and the teacher.
Now we are enjoying some fast slides and rides on our big slide and on our ocean wave.”

October 1929. “We have amusic instructor for the township, Mr. Ernest Fisher.”

“Last year we won the attendance cup given by Mr. William Foster, our trustee, to the
school in the township with the highest percent of attendance.”

“We made enough money at our 1930 circus to have a new paper cutter and printing
outfit. Ticket saleswere $86.75.”

January 1931. “We have had several cases of smallpox in the community but al are back
in school now.”

“Qur trustee has supplied us with some very much needed maps. These maps put our
school infirst class condition in this department.”

1932 and 32. “Spelling and Ciphering match at Burton. The Township Orchestra played
at the Spelling and Ciphering match.”

November 1930. “The girls have new basketball suits of Romper Style and cardinal in
color with white letters and numbers.”

“Rating of Reiter School for 1931 and 32 is a continuous commission. The inspector
remarked that good attention was being given to the special subjects and that the active P.T.A. was
an asset to the school.”

At P.T.A. meeting January 1933, Miss Rena Wright of Rochester gave a book review on
anew book called “Only Y esterday.”

“We sure wel come the soup served to us on Tuesdays and Thursdays.”

“Mr. Bert Meyers, school trustee, has purchased a new cabinet for our Domestic Science
room and a new Excelloscope for use with our school paper. We appreciate this new equipment
very much.”

“The kig snow of December 1929 (just two days before Christmas vacation) will be
remembered along time. Some of us rode horses, others on bob sleds and in wagons. Many of us
didn’t get home until the next day after staying all night with friends or neighbors.

The Big Snow Storm - Dec. 1929

“We have some stories from pupils, one from each hack (bus), about how they got home
when we had the big snow storm.

“From Cessna’ s Hack by Eldon Cessna:
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“When the high school hack got to Reiter, our hack started home. We got on the road and
then we got stuck in a snowdrift right in front of the school house. They had to do a little
shoveling to get out of the snow but finally did. We didn’'t have any more trouble until we got
about a mile from the school house. Then our hack stopped and we couldn’t get it started. The
driver and Guy Ault, who was along, walked on to Cleland’s and brought a team of horses back
with them. Mr. Cleland was with them. The team pulled the hack to Clelands' where we stayed all
night. When we got there we all got warm and then supper was ready.

“A great number of people called up about their children. Kline Blacketor tried to come
down that night for his children. He got as far as Woodcox’s where they put four horses on the
wagon, but when they got about a quarter of a mile from Cleland’s, they couldn’t go any farther,
so they unhitched the horses and went home.

“Then it was time to go to bed. Most of us got to sleep on a bed but some didn’t. The
boys who did, had to sleep crossways of the beds. We didn’t go to bed very early but we got up
about 3:30 am. After part of us had breakfast, Clurel, Joe, George, Taylor and | went out and did
the chores.

“About 9:30 Mr. Woodcox and a couple of boys came in a wagon. They took the
Zartman, Pieratt and Woodcox children home.

“About 10 o’clock Mr. Blacketor came on horseback leading another horse and took his
children home. A half hour later Melvin Hunter came on horseback, leading another horse which
Clurel rode home.

“That left the Smythe children, the Webb children and my sister and I. Mr. Webb came
over on the tractor and broke atrack for usto go home. We got to our house where Webbs got out
and went home, but my sister and | decided to go on to the Smythe’s. We got about half way there
when we had to stop on account of a big snow drift. My father walked to their place by cutting
through the fields. When he got there he got a horse and brought it back for the Smythe children to
ride home. They got home all right and then we turned around and after some shoveling we got
home all right.

“From Zegafuse Hack by Viola Eisenman:

“When we |eft the school house we got stuck before we got to Ott Cessna’s. Those who
returned to the school house were Ruth and Evelyn Westwood, Marjorie Braman, Margaret
Wagoner and I.

“Mr. Bailey and Mrs. DuBois had a wagon and took Frederick Wagoner, Don, Dean,
Dale, Ruth and John Smiley, Raymond Walters, Billie DuBois, Catherine and Charles Keesey,
Arthur Weber, Nina Faye Y sberg, Donald Werner and Dorothy Bailey.

“Mr. DuBois took the Smiley children and Raymond Walters home with him and
Frederick Wagoner went with Mr. Bailey. All of the others were taken home.

“Of those that went to the school house, Ruth and Evelyn Westwood and | were taken to
Skidmore’' sto stay the night. My father came after us the next day.

“That night Marjorie Braman and Margaret Wagoner had to ride a pony from the school
house and stay all night at Werner’s.

“From Pickens Hack by Ray Pickens:

“The hack left the school house about 2:30. We got Norine and Bill Skidmore home all
right. When we got about a mile from the school house we got stuck in a snow drift. We got a
team and pulled the hack to Ziem's. We all got out and warmed and while we were there Mr.
Paschall and Mr. Simonin came in search of us.

“We got in the wagon and went to Greer’s. It was about five o’ clock when we got there.
Albert Flora and Rollie Walters went on home and the rest of us stayed there. About 6:30 Mr.
Bigler, Mr. Denton, Mr Clark came to Greer's in a wagon. They took John, Tom and Bobby
Bigler, Elnora Showley, Evelyn, Fred and Betty Zellars and Marie Richardson to Zellars where
they left al but the Bibler children who went home. Mr. Richardson and Mr. Showley came and
got Marie and Elnora.
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“Forrest and Donald Roberts, Ross Pickens and myself stayed at Greer’ s that night where
we were very welcome. The next morning about ten o' clock Mr. Charters, Mr. Pickens and Mr.
Richardson came after the rest of usin awagon.

“Mr. Barker came after Edith at the school house in the afternoon and got home al right.

“From the Neff Hack by Lester Gordon:

“Our hack did not get very far from the school house when it got stuck and the children
walked back to the school and were going to stay at the school house a night.

“John Souder, Willa and Martha Stretch were taken to Skidmore’s where they stayed all
night. Mr. Ewen brought horses for Pruitt, Lonnie and Lindsey to ride home. Paul Rice's brother
came after him on ahorse.

‘Mr. Herrell, Mr. Friday and Mr. Gordon came in a sled after Dick and Jmmy Tobey,
Edgar and Raymond Herrell, Alberta Friday and myself.

“Lewis and LaVonne Stretch and Eva Souder had to ride a horse from the school house
and stayed at Werner’sand Y sherg’ sthat first night and got home the next day.”

March 1930. “Visitors d Reiter were Miss Garett, attendance officer; Mr. E. L. Powell
county superintendant; and Miss Kugle, county nurse.”

“Plans are being made for our Annual Agriculture Exhibit. Any Reiter student may enter
as many classes as he wishes to compete in. Besides money prizes, ribbons will also be given to
thewinners. There will be 20 classes. Prizes: first $1, second 50 cents, third 25 cents.”

In 1928 a group of 31 mothers formed a Mother’s Club. They held an exchange and food
sale in Rochester and made $25.47. They planned to use the money to serve some kind of warm
food, probably soup, to Reiter pupils during cold months.

The club soon changed its name to Reiter Community Club. Sometime later the members
were responsible for the soup served on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the four cold months of
winter.

They continued to do other things for the school also, such as getting a piano bench and
making money for prizes for the agriculture exhibits. One time they made a quilt for the P.T.A. to
raffle off. Another thing they did was entertain the basketball teams at the close of the season.

When the seating space in the gym became inadequate, the Reiter Community Club
helped again. The trustee and men of the community decided that a balcony across the north side
and bleachers for the stage would increase the seating space to meet present needs. A Carpenter
was hired and some men of the community volunteered their help. The Reiter Community Club
made the money to pay the carpenter.

The Reiter Community Club continued to do things for the school until it was
consolidated with Rochester Community Schoolsin 1960. The clubis still in existence today.

Some of the early “hack” or bus drivers were John Cessna, M. F. Whisman, W. C.
Pickens, and Dave Carey. Later bus drivers were John Braman, Jack Charters, Albert Skidmore,
Vic Skidmore, Francis Zegafuse, and Clyde Neff.

Eric Y sburg wasthefirst caretaker or janitor.

Trustees other than Mr Reiter were William Foster 1927-30, Bert Myers, 1931-34, Alf
Carter 1935-42 (a fire on Feb 5, 1936 destroyed township records in Alf Carter's Book Store at
812 Main Street), John Braman 1943-50, Kenneth Taylor 1951-54, and Henry Skidmore 1955-62.

Elections were held on whether to consolidate city and township schools during both
Taylor's and Skidmore's terms. The consolidation was defeated both times. Because trustees and
advisory board and school board had the power to consolidate and form a new corporation,
pressure was brought on them by State Schoolhouse Planning Commission to go dead and
conglidate. Burton School was closed in 1957, Woodrow School in 1959, and Reiter in 1960.

When Burton was closed, some of the children went to Reiter and some went to
Rochester city schools. When Woodrow closed, many of them went to Reiter and the four
Woodrow teachers went to Reiter to teach: David Boyd, Jane Kemper, Esther Thrush and Hazel
Chaney. Reiter had only grades 1-6 in 1958-60.

William Biddinger wrote in Fulton County Folks Vo. 2 “Commuting to Manchester
College, | graduated in 1960 and began my teaching career at Reiter School that fall. Reiter wasin
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the process of being consolidated with Riddle School in Rochester and we only had the 5th and
6th grades there at that time. The children enjoyed a very unusual privilege for two months - lots
of space for a few kids. In October the addition to Riddle School was completed. We closed the
doors at Reiter for the last time, loaded the children on the bus and joined the staff and students at
Riddle. The students were thrilled at the welcome the people had prepared for us at Riddle, but it
wasn’t long until these country kids were yearning for the country school.”

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, pp 3-12]

Since Riddle School addition was not finished in time for Reiter pupils to move in when
school started in September, they continued until Oct. 26, 1960 at Reiter. On that day they loaded
on buses and closed Reiter School forever.

Reiter School was sold to Horace Isbel in 1964 for $3,500. The Isbels tore the school
building down during the next five or six years, built a garage of some of the materials, sold some
bricks and still have a lot of bricks. Some of the materials were buried in a hole including the
cement sign “Reiter School” which was above the door. Isbels live there now, their mobile home
and two built-on rooms standing in front of the former school site.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p. 16]

REITER SCHOOL 1931-1939
By John and Mary (Launer) Hiatt

Our connections with Reiter began when Mary Launer started teaching there in 1931 and
ended with my resignation in 1939 to go into business.

Another man’s bad luck was my good fortune. Fred Van Duyne's illness kept him from
coming back to school for the second semester. | was offered the job of principal and | accepted it.
The first day on duty was Jan. 2 1933, and how well | remember it. | knew one pupil and had met
one teacher. At noon alady entered the room carrying a tray of cups filled with soup and set one
down on my desk, introduced herself and told me that | was the first one to get a free cup of soup.
The soup program began in 1933 and was continued for years, until a hot lunch program was
established with paid and volunteer cooks. Poor families thus received better food than they
otherwise would have gotten. Each fall it was quite a sight to see the women of the school area
come to the school and can vegetables for the winter supply.

Another well-remembered thing happened that night. We had a basketball game at
Richland Center. Three bus loads of fans showed up and really cheered usto victory.

P.T.A. meetings were community affairs coming on the third Wednesday night of every
school month. Just about everybody in the Reiter area attended. They accomplished many good
things for the school. Among them: sent all seventh and eighth graders to the State Fair and on
alternate years to the Brookfield Zoo, sponsored home talent shows, sponsored the agriculture
exhibit and supplied the school with athletic equipment.

There was a bright-eyed smiling first grade girl that carried around with her anote pad
and a well-sharpened pencil. She drew many pictures that seemed to tell stories. As she grew her
talents became many. While she was attending Indiana University just about everybody in the
United States heard her name. She became first runner-up in the Miss America Contest in 1951.
Her name was Carol Mitchell.

Basketball was a very important part of Reiter. Reiter usually won their games, but win
or lose, the fans stayed very loyal. Back to my first week at Reiter, | mentioned the first game
which was on Tuesday night. On Thursday we were to play at Argos. We had some large boys and
one who could always be depended on to get the top off the center. We learned just one tip off
play and worked it many times at Argos. Argos got the first three points and then Reiter ran up 65
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straight points in the first three quarters. Considering six-minute quarters, the boys had done well.
Reiter was the Fulton County champion in 1935. Boys graduating from Reiter went to Rochester
High School and many of them made the team. Sometimes unusual things happened at ball games.
One night a dark-complected chubby young man showed up and asked if he could help referee that
night. After consulting the opposing coach it was agreed to let him help. He ran up and down the
floor blowing his whistle very loudly as the occasion demanded. The game soon became one sided
and a bit boring. | decided to do something about the situation and began coaching from the
sidelines and questioning the new referee’s decisions which was against the rules. He blew his
whistle extra loud, pointed at me and called, “Technical Foul” which | deserved. | asked him,
“What for?’ His answer was, “I don’t know but you deserved it.” Another time probably in 1936,
we had a boy who was able to get the ball off the backboards and make long passes down the floor
to his teammates but the ball didn’t always hit the mark. He would swing his arm around to the
side like a boxer using a “Haymaker”. | often reminded him of it in practice and warned him that it
might be eanmbarrassing sometime if the ball went into the crowd. Sure enough it happened, and
was more embarrassing since the ball went flying right over my head. His face got very red,
everybody laughed but | never saw him throw another “Haymaker”.

Our classroom doors had several small glass panes in them. One morning when | passed
our room, | noticed a2 x 4 board across the inside of the door and a heavy rope attached to it and
the door knob, thus keeping everybody out. Rather than trying to open the door it was better to
play a waiting game By the process of elimination it was apparent that thee larger boys must be
inside the room. Without going to the room at school time, we went to the gym and began playing.
After about 15 minutes of missing fun in the gym, the boys opened the door and came rushing into
the gymtojoin us. It wastoo late; play timejust ended.

Bill Tyler and Tom Westwood were our janitors. In cold weather Tom would come to
school and start heavy firing of the furnace to have things warm by eight o’ clock. Tom'’s children
would bring him atwo quart can of hot coffee when they came on the bus. The bus drivers would
loaf around the furnace room. One day they approached me and asked me to get Tom out of the
furnace room while they drank some of his coffee and then replaced it with hot water. This went
on for several days and they drank more from the can of coffee. Tom became disgusted with his
coffee and complained to his wife and even to his grocer about how little flavor was in his coffee.
It was along time before Tom found out about the prank pulled on him.

Bus drivers we recall were John Cessna, Francis Zegafuse, Stacy Tobey, Albert
Skidmore, John Braman and Clyde Neff.

When we were married, the P.T.A. gave us a Telechron clock; when we started
housekeeping it was a food shower; when our twins were born they gave us baby sweaters; and
when | resigned it was a large tablecloth and napkins. These gifts have been very appreciated.
With the exception of a new cord no other repairs have been made to the clock in the past 40
years.

No school is better than the people of its community. Reiter had many very good citizens,
therefore a good school community. It was a privilege to have been ateacher at Reiter.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, pp 16-19]

REITER SCHOOL
By Fred Van Duyne

Reiter School was so located because it was near the center point of the four schools it
replaced. Several locations for the new school were suggested by the school board trustee, and
patrons of the new school community. Finally al locations were listed and the people of the
community scratched what they considered undesirable sites. The location decided upon was at the
cross-roads near the Werner Carlson (presently Francis Carlson) farm.

Upon testing the types of soil, depth, etc., this location aso was eliminated. A small
gravel pit was located approximately 1/4 mile east of that cross-road on the south side of the road.
Soil tests made this location favorable for building construction. Only a few knew of the selected
location until the morning that construction work really started.
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The first thing after construction of the building was the improvement of the township
roads. It wasn’t long, however, until the county took over the roads and further improvement was
made.

The school was a large one-floor brick building, trimmed with Bedford limestone. Two
steps up took you to the main corridor of the classroom level; six steps down took you to the boiler
room, furnace level. Four large classrooms, each with floor area and ceiling hight sufficient to
accommodate 40 pupils according to state regulations, were located on the north side of the
building, with an outside entrance way in the center. Entrance ways were also at the west and east
corridors and also to the stage and boiler room. A large home economics room was to the west and
theindustrial arts room to the east. Later some of these rooms were changed around. On the south
side of the main corridor were the two rest rooms with the office between them, which was
directly in line with the front entrance, then to the south was a standard size junior high basketball
floor; adjoining the gymnasium was the stage and storage space the full length of the gym.
Underneath the stage and side rooms was the boiler room far away from the classrooms.

A Johnson air-ventilation system was installed when the building was constructed. No
doubt the architectural plans and construction work of this building were years ahead of its time.
The majority felt that slightly over 35 years of use was a short duration for such a structure.

The greatest improvement in the school was when the Public Service constructed a power
line to provide electricity to certain farmers southwest of Rochester and this also included Reiter
School. What a change that was from the old Delco light system and the gasoline engine to pump
water. Then too, the change over from burning old Indiana block coal to the stoker system for the
furnace was ablessing to the janitor.

The building became the center of activity for the community and other outside
organizations. The janitor’s life was a busy one, as the school building was made available for the
Community Club, Conservation Club, Boys and Girls 4H Clubs, County Rura Y outh meetings,
County and Township Farm Bureau monthly meetings, boys with their independent basketball
teams and many others.

Following the fire which burned out the Circus quarters in Rochester many of the aerial
acts were perfected in the Reiter gym by the performers as the big “I” beams which were exposed
in the gym made the set-up of their equipment easy. Needless to say, the performers put on afree
show to the Reiter students before they left on their summer tour.

Dedication Day of the Reiter School was a happy occasion for the community. Marion
Reiter, trustee, closed the other schools of the township, McKinley, Burton and Woodrow and the
two remaining one-room schools, Mt. Zion and Sprinkleberg, so all teachers could attend.

Talks were given by the architect, the builder Mr. Kindig, the trustee Marion Reiter, and
school board members Bill Ross and Bill Keim. It was the beginning of many happy observances.

The school always held a continuous first grade rating commission with the state.

Enrollment at one dime, dropped to 55 with only ten students in grades 7h and 8th,
during the 1940-41 term. There were only three teachers then.

The two remaining one-room schools were soon closed with Mt. Zion students attending
Woodrow and Sprinkleberg students going to McKinley. McKinley School was condemned
during the summer of 1931 and the student body transferred to Rochester. Rochester Schools
became crowded so all students on the north side of the lake and along state road 14 east were sent
to Reiter. It was at this time that enrollment reached 140 students. Even the stage had to be used
part time as aclass room.

When the policy of hauling high school students was adopted the school day became
somewhat longer. Children would arrive at school as early as 7:45 - necessary because the high
school students had to arrive at high school on time and several stops were made on the way.
Dismissal didn’t come until 3:55 or later, just whenever the high school bus arrived.

A full-time music teacher was first employed in 1928. He served all four township grade
schools, teaching music in each class room and instrumental to those who so desired in the upper
grades. He organized a school band in each shool and a joint Township Band for special
occasions. The first music teacher was Ernest Fisher; others through the years were Mrs. Onis
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Hartman, Bertha Cole, Audrey Kassabaum, |da Kathryn (Moore) Burwell, Margaret (Myers)
Conndll, Gertrude Klingaman, Carl Daugherty, Mildred Van Lue, Wilma (Byfield) Murphy,
Esther (Shaffer) Lyle, Edith Carlson, Mary Ginn and Donna Dawald.

Reiter School was fortunate in always having good janitors who were congenial,
cooperative and took pride in their work. They all seemingly, enjoyed the noise, confusion and
laughter of the younger generation. Not only was the janitor always busy, but his wife was usually
on the job, doing a lot of work always willingly without any pay. The janitor was also “handy-
man” for the farmers of the community and chief mechanic for those with stalled cars in the
winter. He was also always taxi driver when asick child had to go home.

The first janitor was Eric “Mike” Ysberg; others were his brother-in-law, Bill Tyler,
Tom Westwood, Cecil Pickens and Ruth, Francis Zegafuse and Nellie.

The youngsters are Reiter always fared will at Christmas time with treats from the
teachers, janitor, P.T.A., bus drivers and we must not forget, Harry Current, who was always at the
door with his baskets of big applesto pass out as they went to the bus.

Reiter was proud of its Parent-Teachers Association and Community Club. Not only did
parents and teachers meet to discuss school problems, but also nearly everyone in the community
attended. One meeting seemed most outstanding to me. The gynasium and balcony were taxed to
capacity to hear the lecture of Dr. John Holland, WLS Radio lecturer from Chicago and also
author of a column in the Pairie Farmer magazine. John and Carrie McKinney made most
gracious hosts for this occasion.

P.T.A. meetings didn’t always turn out as planned. At one Christmas time, Santa Clause
got stuck in asnow drift 1-1/4 miles east and never did appear.

On another occasion, on Oct. 18, 1949, the seventh and eighth grades, under the
supervision of Mrs. Carlson, presented a mock wedding. All went well until the honored couple
was called forward to receive the beautiful silver sugar and creamer set. Fred came forward, but
Mildred was absent. Mildred who rarely missed a school activity had remained at home to
entertain a club meeting. She, to, appreciated the thoughtful ness and nice gift.

Many people were recognized and honored throughout the years. At a gathering in May
of 1959, Fred and Mildred Van Duyne were presented with a beautiful writing desk, matching
chair, table lamp and pen set. Incidentally Fred also received a“fancy fishing tackle outfit”.

Three meetings were of special significance during the school year: September meeting -
when the Reiter 4H Boys and Girls Clubs had charge of the program, November - Agricultural
Exhibit Night, and March - Athletic Banquet and Recognition Night

The Agricultural Exhibit Night always brought forth a great deal of interest with anyone
enrolled in Reiter School bringing all kinds of vegetables, small grains, flowers and even hay for
exhibit. The judging was usually done by the Fulton County Agent and Whit Gast from Akron.
The judging was done after school and had to be completed before the doors opened in the
evening. Mrs. John Werner usually provided lunch for the judges, the principal and Mr. Werner
during the judging.

The judges usually served as speakers of the evening discussing the exhibits and giving
the young exhibitors many good pointers on selection and preparation of their exhibits. Then the
principal presented the cash awards and ribbons to the winners - all sponsored by the P.T.A. and
Community Club.

The Athletic Banquet was a carry-in provided by all mothers of the community.
Recognition was given to various teams and individuals with a resume of records, etc. Usually the
speaker was the high school principal or coach. Sometimes for a change a magician would be
scheduled for entertainment.

The P.T.A. sponsored and chaperoned the annual seventh and eighth grade trips. One
year the group would attend the State Far for a day - the next year atrip to Chicago to Brookfield
Z00, Field Museum and other places of interest.

The P.T.A. and Reiter Mothers Club (later - Community Club) sponsored and financed
the Hot Soup Project starting in 1933 and later the Hot Lunch Program. Just before frosts and
while sweet corn was still available, on an appointed day women would come to school early
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prepared to work. The men would carry into the kitchen kettles, pans, tubs, boilers and other

equipment. Soon they were busy preparing sweet corn, cabbage, tomatoes lima beans, green

beans, carrots and any other vegetable available for canning - all donated. Tubs and tubs of mixed
vegetables were prepared and packed into 1/2 gallon glass cans. By noon or soon after the cookers
and wash boilers were filled with cans and the processing of the vegatables was under way. It
lasted far into the night until all cans were processed, cooled and stored in a nice cool, dark place
underneath the office. This was the ground work for the Hot Soup which would be served to every
student and teacher at Reiter all winter long at no charge at all. You had to be an observer to
appreciate the cooperaiton, good will and fellowship which radiated and was all a part of that day

Then on Tuesday and Thursday all winter long, two or three ladies would arrive, bringing
with them the proper kind and amount of beef to prepare the hot soup. The janitor always had the
1/2 gallon cans of mixed vegetables ready for them. The P.T.A. and Community Club financed the
purchase of beef and also crackers. The mothers and others needed no “thank you”. It was
sufficient for them to just see how heartily those boys and girls consumed that hot soup along with
their cold lunch..

Then came the Hot Lunch Program - Cecile Carruthers, working out of the County
Extension Office, met with a group and considered the Hot Lunch Program. She had selected
Reiter School because of the success it had with the Hot Soup Project. A trip was made to Gilead
in Miami County to see how their program worked and then atrip to the office in Indianapolis for
further information by the committee. Reiter soon was in the Hot Lunch Program - the first school
in Fulton County.

The P.T.A. borrowed money at the bank for supplies, equipment and materials to make
tables. The men responded by coming in at night and constructing the tables.

Another stove, large freezer and arefrigerator were purchased. Reiter, for along time had
100% participation by the student body.

Changes came rapidly, the glass bottles of milk were delivered by Gordon Graham in an
open pick-up truck. Only a card board cap covered the bottle. Many times the bottles would have
mud on them. This made extra work for the cooks. Soon he covered the trays of milk with a
canvas for delivery.The next year plastic wrapping covered the top of the bottle as well as the
coarboard cap. Next change came, before too long, the introduction of 1/2 pint cartons- then came
pasteurized milk for the first time and many had to become accustomed to a different taste.
Thursday was always chocolate milk day and Friday ice cream day. One of the favorite meals was
ham and beans with home made cornbread. There was plenty of butter for the cornbread. Seconds
were always available to anyone who so desired at any meal.

One morning John Werner stopped at school. He had the field across the road in front of
the school building in sweet corn for the canning factory. He said, “Sweet corn is ready; let the
boys get all you need for the lunch program tomorrow.” Of course, the next morning the boys got
the corn and helped the cooks get it ready. The menu, naturally, was changed for that day. A lot of
“roasting ears’, with plenty of free government butter, was consumed by the student body and
teachersaswell.

Special meals were prepared at Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Cooks, and they were all good, through the years were: Mrs. Stretch and Marilyn, Ruth
Pickens, and “Duke” and Susie Carter.

Another P.T.A -sponsored project was the Fall Festival. How the men and women would
respond in the afternoon to set up booths and prepare for the evening. With as many as 30 cakes
for the cake walks as the finale of the evening, you had a variety of entertainment. The men
managed the booths, the ladies the eats and cold drink stand.

Every room in the building was in use, even the stage with a bowling alley. You could
win a fish bowl including gold fish if you could knock down the milk bottles. You could have
your fortune told or you cold go to the “Fun House”. Novelties of all kinds from stuffed monkeys
to balloons were available at Prewit Ewen’s Novelty Stand, even to bags of confetti. You could
even ring aduck in the water tank or you could play Bingo under the supervision of the Bests and
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Pickenses. The “Ring a Duck” tank gave way, later, to the “Dunking Tank”. The cotton candy and
pop corn machines operated at nearly full capacity all evening long.

Little wonder, everyone had a good time, as | observed one father, one year, as he entered
the gym, hand his youngsters aten dollar bill and say, “Have fun, spend all of it.”

Needless to say the Fall Festival was really a money maker, but most of all what aspirit
of good will, cooperation and harmony permeated from all around.

Reiter had a school paper - “The Reiter Student”. It originated with the eighth grade
English class when Seth Carpenter was principal. It was continued for several years after he
left. The paper was printed monthly and copies were run off at school on a mimeograph with the
“School Paper Staff” doing the folding. It was the source of information for school activities -
P.T.A., Reiter Conservation Club meetings, 4-H Club meetings, Rural Y outh meetings and others.

“Fun Night” was always something that all looked forward to. Following the basketball
season one last night of basketball and other activities was enjoyed. Basketball games between the
first and second grades, the third and fourth, the fifth and sixth playing the seventh, the girls
playing the home high school girls the eighth grade boys playing their Dads and finally the big
boys of the community choosing teams and playing each other. Incidentally, some outsiders would
appear on that night.

Prior to the basketball games, the boys and girls physical education classes would put on
demonstrations, stunts and relay contests. Then came the basketball and anytime you had enough
of it you could go home - if you could get the rest of your family to go too.

Reiter was always proud of its sports records in basketball, baseball and track. Suffice to
say they usually won more than they lost. Quite arivalry existed with Burton, Richland Center and
Woodrow. To win those games meant a successful season. Home and away games were usually
scheduled.

Basketball interest was at such a high pitch in the first years of Reiter that the bus drivers
would make their regular routes in the evenings to pick up patrons and fans and return them home
after the games.

A happy but unusual experience was carried on with Argos. The host team would provide
sandwiches, cookies and “pop”, as it was called then, and entertained the visiting team after the
game. New friends were made and fun was enjoyed by all. Dean Mow was principal and coach at
Argos at that time.

It was an exciting night the first time the new electric score board was put in operation. It
was usually a run, to see who was going to operate it during the game, between Cecil Pickens,
Lindsy Ewen and Earl Fander.

At least one certified referee was used to officiate the games. Officials used were Ned
Hart, Cecil Fenstermaker, “ Spud” Eaton, Fred Zellers, Dale Douglass and Tom Winks.

Some of the outstanding basketball names familiar to Reiter, as well as Rochester High
School fans were: Bick, Bigler, Braman, Carlson, Cessna, Cleland, Craig, Denton, Fander,
Gordon, Grube, Helt, Henriott, Holloway, Howard, McConkey, Parker, Rockwell, Rose,
Skidmore, Smiley, Weber, Whisman, Zellers.

No doubt, the agriculture classes remember in the 1940's when they went to the Corn
Husking Contests on the M. E. Zellers farm and also the year they rode the special train which
stopped in Rochester to attend the International Harvester Show at Soldiers Field, Chicago.

During the first years of the school a good sized flock of prairie chickens would come out
of the surrounding corn field and feed on he west side of the school yard.

An exciting incident happened one afternoon just before school dismissed. A terrible
noise and roar was heard just overhead, then again and again - an airplane was flying very low and
buzzing the building. It wasn’t but a few minutes until we knew who the pilot was. It never
happened again.

Another airplane incident had happened in October, 1932, which in later years had a
tragic ending. During the last recess of the day, a plane passed over, circled several times and
finaly landed in the 60-acre field in front of the Gresham Bearss home. When classes resumed
after recess two boys did not appear, Billie Gilliland (son of Mrs. John Inman) and Ralph Curtis.
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Upon inquiry it was learned that they had sneaked away and gone over to the airplane. They did
not return to school for the school bus but went on home. The next morning at a little conference
in the office they were given their choice of working so many arithmetic problems or taking so
many smacks. Ralph took the former; Billie took the | atter.

Not too many years later, in World War 11, while piloting a plane “over the Hump” in
China, loaded with war supplies, Billie's plane lost contact with the Home Base; the plane never
returned.

For many years “Home Talent” and Minstrel Shows were presented by the adults. Talent
was discovered that no one ever knew existed. Edith Carlson usually served as director of the
Minstrel Shows.

Yes, there were a lot of extra-curricular activities, but there was also a lot of hard work
donein the class room. Reiter usually had its share on the high school honor roll.

Bus drivers that | recall were: M. F. Whisman, Jack Charters, John Cessna, John Braman,
Dave Carey, W. C. Pickens, Stace Tobey, Francis Zegafuse, Albert Skidmore, Vic Skidmore, O.
C. Howard, Clyde Neff, Lloyd Craig, Kenny Hall, Joe Baker, Ted Merley and Vern Noyes.

Principals were: Clifford Baggerly, 1924-29; Seth Carpenter, 1929-31; John Hiatt, 1933-
39; Fred Van Duyne, 1931-33 and 1939-57; and E. L. Mitchell, 1957-59.

Teachers that | recall were: Esther Enquest, Alice Black, Mary (Launer) Hiatt, Edgar
Baney, Vera Carey, Rolland Meiser, Edith Brown, Annabelle Burkett, John DuBois, Dorothy
Smiley, Carol Biddinger, Mary Tobey, Mary Jane [Hood] Van Duyne, Florence Moore, Eva
Nellans, Ida Kathryn Moore Burwell, Lloyd Swick, Maleta Snyder, Odessa Greer, Ruth Keebler,
Estella Clemans, Mabel Gaumer, Alice Hendrickson, June Robinson, Maude Sturken, Edith
Bailey, Jane Kemper, Esther Thrush, David Boyd, Florence Schaefer, Helen Shadel, Naomi
Whitcomb, Dora Jane Riley, Bertha Cole, Bertha Lynn, Martha Hoge, Olive Julian, Alberta Davis,
Hazel Chaney, Bernice Watson, Rex Friedline, Margaret Myers, Isabelle Grove, Gladys
Whittkamper and Mrs. Floyd [Dorothy] Kindig.

Many familiar faces are missing, but there are certain family names, which will always be
associated with the Reiter community, such as: Adams, Ault, Bearss, Braman, Carlson, Cessna,
Charters, Cripe, Denton, Eber, Ewen, Fear, Gohn, Gordon, Greer, Grube, Hall, Henriott, Hunter,
Kern, McKinney, McLochlin, Mitchell, Neff, Pickens, Ranz, Showley, Skidmore, Smiley, Stahler,
Stretch, Tobey, Wagoner, Walters, Weber, Warner, Werner, Wheadon, Zartman, Zegafuse and
Zéllers.

The Community Club remains with only a few of the oldest left. The recent passing of
Gresham Bearss, leaves only Ralph Weber, a patriarch of the community who still lives on his
farm, to bear witness of lifein a prosperous and exciting community.

Not only did the ladies assume alot of responsibility at school, but the men did too. They
came in at night and constructed the balcony along the north wall of the gym and also built the
stage. The state fire marshal recommended that they both be torn down, but after some persuasive
arguments they relented and bal cony and stage remained to the end.

Two big boys were made responsible for the display of the flag each day. They
considered it an honor. They were taught how to carry the flag, place it on the flag pole, when to
fly it at halfmast, how to fold it, etc. They enjoyed too, the privilege of going out five minutes
before school dismissal to bring the flag in. Only a few drops of rain had to fall during the day
when they would hurry out to get the flag.

Also one eighth grade girl was designated to answer the telephone in the office. She
would become so efficient that when the County Superintendent made his regular visits, he would
sometimes ask to see the young lady who answered the telephone.

The playground was planned in this way - little folks, south of the building; intermediate
ball diamond in front at the flag pole; big girls ball diamond southwest corner and big boys ball
diamond to the northwest. The principal was always out with the big boys and one lady teacher
was requested to be on the playground daily with the rest. The lady teachers alternated.

Chapel Services were held monthly on a Friday morning. The Rochester Ministerial
Association would set up a schedule and a minister would come from one of six Rochester
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churches. This was carried out throughout the township. He would usually have a devotional
period presenting an object lesson. All would gather in the gymnasium and sit on the bleachers for
the service. It was a worth while period as the minister could present a message and make
impressions that the teacher could not. How proud this student or that student would be when he
or she could get up before the whole school and introduce the speaker and say, “This is my
minister, where | go to church and Sunday School.”

When Billie Foster was trustee, he originated the idea of a Township Track and Field
Meet. About two weeks before school dismissal for summer the meet was held at the city park
with all four township schools- Burton, McKinley, Reiter and Woodrow participating.

They gathered soon after dinner from all schools with all grades taking part in relays,
races, rope skipping, games and all track and field events. McKinley was usually the favorite,
since they had no gym and practiced during the winther and early spring while the others were still
playing basketball.

One near tragedy occurred when Mr. Foster thought it would be exciting to have a Bus
Drivers 100 yard Dash. This was the last event. Asthey neared the finish line John Cessnafell and
everyone was scared. That was the end of 100 yeard dashes for men 35-55 years old.

What a sight it was when 16 township buses loaded with tired and excited children made
their way around the 1/2 mile race track asthey started for home.

Needless to say a great many spectators - dads, mothers, grandparents and friends were
on hand to offer an encouraging word to all the contestants.

Rivalry - yes - but friendly rivalry - alot of pleasant experiences and a lot of friendships
made and renewed.

Also Spelling and Ciphering Matches were held between the schools during the winter
and one Joint Parent-Teachers Meeting was held each year.

During the last week of school a Joint Commencement Exercise was always held in the
Whitmer Gym for the six schools, Columbia and Lincoln of Rochester, Burton, McKinley Reiter
and Woodrow. The speaker was usually a Rochester minister with the grade school principals
aternating by years as leaders. The diplomas were then presented by the various grade schol
principals.

Later when Columbia and Lincoln 7th and 8th became Middle School, the
commencement was held at Burton with Burton, Reiter and Woodrow. (McKinley had been
absorbed by Rochester).

Last Day of School was always a “Big Dinner” Day at noon followed by the school
program. In later years the school program was given on the last Parent-Teachers Night.

A lot of guests would usually appear on “last day” for dinner and most of the afternoon
would hold forth alot of good fellowship and maybe a baseball game.

Trustees during the “Days of Reiter” were - Marion Reiter (1924), Billie Foster, Bert
Myers, Alf Carter, John Braman, Kenny Taylor, Henry Skidmore, Robert Keim, Arthur Weaver
and Bob Gottschalk.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS STUDY REITER HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
[Newspaper clipping: Rochester News-Sentinel, not dated]

“Approximately 40 state and county officials met at Reiter today to study the grade
school’ s hot lunch program and to compare notes on operating techniques.

“The lunch workshop, the first ever held in Fulton County, was sponsored by the State
Department of Public Instruction.

“The program got underway at 10:45 o’ clock this morning with cooks from other county
schools, principals, trustees and others being registered. They reviewed the lunch line at 11:15
am. and lunch for guests was served at noon.

“Three speeches followed the luncheon. Miss Margaret Dunham, of the State Board of
Health, spoke to the group on ‘ Type A’ lunch; ‘Nutrition and Food Needs'.

“She was followed by a 30-minute speech concerning the distribution and utilization of
surplus commodities given by Richard Schweitzer, of the State Department of Public Welfare, and
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R. G. Culhan, of the State Department of Public Instruction addressed the group on records and
reports. Following the speeches, the group compared operation notes and lecturers answered
guestions from the audience.

‘Hosts for the affair were Reiter School Principal, Fred Van Duyne, County
Superintendent of Schools, S. Earl Rouch and cooks Mr. and Mrs. Estil Carter.

“The Reiter hot lunch program serves ailmost 98% of the enrollment of students, 141 out
of 144 students eating lunch there. Cooks “Duke” and Susie Carter are both experienced
restaurant managers. Low cost for individual pupils is brought about partially through the federal
surplus commodity and subsidization program.

“At present food is served in two separate rooms with specially-prepared meals waiting
for them as they come from class. Because of lack of space, part of the student body picks up their
plates and eatsin a nearby room.

“The charge was 15 cents a meal with seconds if desired. Some meals were served free as
required by federal regulations.”

EXCERPTSFROM THE REITER STUDENT
September 16, 1929
More Seating Room -- We would like to have our gym arranged so that we could take
care of large crowds at basketball games. We expect to have good games this year and need more
seats. We would appreciate the help of our trustee and the patrons of Reiter School in this matter.
Who's Who at Reiter School: Seth Carpenter 78 Prin., Alice Hendrickson 56, Carol
Biddinger 34, Odessa Greer 12. Eric Ysberg - caretaker. John Cessna, W. C. Pickens, M. F.
Whisman, Dave, Carey - bus drivers.
October 16, 1929
The Gym - Mr. Foster was at our school this week and was making plans to increase the
seating capacity of the gym, which all of uswould appreciate very much.
February 14, 1930
The New Seats - We sure appreciate the new seats in the gym. Everybody seems to be
fond of the balcony becauseit isfilled first. We got the new seats through the co-operation of Mr.
Foster, Trustee, the patrons and friends of Reiter School and the Community Club. The men from
Reiter showed their interest in doing the work. There was one carpenter hired and the Community
Club took charge of an independent basketball game and made enough money to pay the hills.
Everyone at Reiter wants to express his thanks. We are sure everybody is satisfied. That increases
our seating capacity another 200.
Oct. 4,1929
McKinley won the Township Track Meet this fall, which was the most interesting one
yet. The boys half-mile relay was the most exciting event. Reiter led Burton nearly all the way, but
both boys stopped before the end, because of the crowd, which caused much excitement. Finaly
the Burton boy crossed the finish linefirst.
The Meet included Grades :2-3-4 and 5 in the Junior Meet and Grades 67-8 in the
Senior Meet.
McKinley won the Junior Meet - no scores given.
Senior Meet scores:
McKinley 76; Reiter 46; Burton 36; Woodrow 20.
Participants - McKinley - Girls: Nixon, VanLue, Carr; Boys: Bick, Davidson, Barkman.
Reiter - Girls: Bailey; Boys: Cleland, Smiley, Bigler.
Burton - Girls: Cooper, Foster; Boys. Jones, Good, Taylor.
Woodrow - Girls: Brown, Tobey.
April 15, 1929
Improvements: Part of the hack barns at Burton have been torn down and brought to
Reiter. The hack drivers, janitors and several other men of the community tore it down and
brought it over in trucks. It is being built now.
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The playground equipment isto be put up by the same men.

Ivy vines have been planted around the school building, which will make the building
more beautiful.

Mr. Phillips, Prin. Rochester High School, visited Reiter last Wednesday. He gave a short
talk and then gave out cardsto enroll for high school next fall. He also gave us alist of subjectsto
take. The following pupils are eligible to graduate: Robert Wagoner, Etta Wagoner, Esther Herrell,
Margaret Weber, Dorothy Pickens, Lucille Hoffman, Robert Smiley, Grace Souder, Lemon
Whisman, Howard Ewen.

Music Instructor for Township this Year: Rochester Township has a Music Instructor
thisyear, Mr. Ernest Fisher, who will alternate in the four schools and also organize an orchestra.

Mayme Hobbs Wins Spelling Contest for Woodrow: Mayme Hobbs of Woodrow School
won the Township Spelling Contest held at Reiter on March 29, 1929. Albert Flora of Reiter
missed the word “salad” when Woodrow still had two contestants and Burton one.

The pronouncers and judges were: Co Supt. Roy Jones; Columbia School Principal K. V.
Jones; and Co. Agent Harry Rosenbury.

Roy Jones presented the award books to the best spellers. Those receiving books were:
Helen Sausaman and Mayme Hobbs - Woodrow; Selena Rhodes and Paul Ducker - McKinley;
Marjorie Vanata and Edith Singer - Burton; Albert Floraand Grace Souder - Reiter.

Other contestants were: Woodrow: Myra Alspach, Helen Carrithers, Mary Frances
Sturken, Mildred Craig, John Keim, Ethel Blacketor; McKinley: Nina Rhodes, Ruth Rush,
Andrew Bick, Geneva Fitzell, Harry Fitzell, Ferne Drudge; Burton: Madge Gaumer, Catherine
Foster, Florence Moore, Gail Moore, Zana Steininger, Hugh Taylor; Reiter: Lester Gordon, Edith
Barker, Margaret Weber, Robert Smiley and Eldon Cessna.

Records of Reiter Basketball 1928-29:

Reiter 14 - R. Center 10 Reiter 18 - Kewanna 13
Reiter 31 - Burton 2 Reiter 26 - Grass Creek 6
Reiter 33 - R. Center 10 Reiter 19 - Kewanna 16
Reiter 40 - Burton 3 Reiter 56 - Grass Creek 9
Reiter 41 - Argos 25 Reiter 33- Argos 13

Reiter 19 - graduates 8
November 24, 1930
The Reiter Student Staff:

Editor-in-Chief Marjory Braman

Business Manager William Skidmore

Room News Agnes Zartman

Current News Floyd Bixler

Jokes Lonnie Ewen, Clurel Hunter
Literary Carl Stanley, Michael Zartman
Calendar Irene Pieratt
Holidays EgellaBixler

Club News LaVonne Stretch
Advertisements Matthew Zartman

Reiter Beats McKinley 22-5:

On October 31 we played McKinley on their outside diamond. It snowed part of thetime,
but we did not mind.

Summary: Reiter - Walters, Skidmore 6, G. Cleland 14, L. Ewen, Stanley , DuBois,
Bigler, Smiley 2, Hunter, J. Cleland, Zartman, Blacketer, Lonnie Ewen. McKinley - Barkman 3,
Kochenderfer, Parker 2, Davidson, Spurlock, Carr.

January 15, 1930

This monthly Student contained stories of “How they got home on the day of the Big
Snow Storm”. They left school about 2:30. Some parents came to school after their children -
some walked - some on horseback - some big wagons - some didn’t get home.
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Details in stories by pupils on various buses - - Mr. Cessna bus- Eldon Cessna; Mr. Neff
bus - Lester Gordon; Mr. Zegafuse bus- Viola Eisenman; Mr. Pickens bus- Ray Pickens.

Orchestra Meets on January 10, 1930.

Last Friday afternoon the orchestras from the four schools met at Reiter under the
direction of Music Instructor - Mr. Fisher.

There are 57 members: Burton 13; McKinley 14; Reiter 15; Woodrow 15.

Each school played three selections and then all played together. Also some special
numbers were presented. Another joint meeting will be held in the spring.

January 2, 1930

(Taken from Burton Echosschool paper)

“Our New Gym.

“They let us in our new gym at noon today - Nov. 20, 1929 -- for the first time. The goals
did not come until last Saturday so we did not have a chance to practice much. The Bridge Factory
made the goals and put them up last Thursday night.”

Honor Roll for November:

Room one - First Grade. Dale Smiley, Bobby Bigler.
Second Grade: Franklin Webb, Martha Stretch, L ouise Woodcox.
Room two - Third: Evelyn Westwood, Betty Zellers, Marie Richardson
Fourth: Carl Gordon, NinaFay Y sberg, Ruth Smiley.
Room three - not listed.
Room four - Seventh: Marjory Braman, William Skidmore.

Eighth: Eldon Cessna, Lester Gordon, Edward Smelser.
February 14, 1930

Mr. Fisher, our MusicTeacher, has organized a Harmonica Club. We have had three
lessons and we like to practice very much. There are 20 members, Lester Gordon, Ross Pickens,
Joe Cleland, Raymond Herrell, Evelyn Zellers, Glen Cleland, Edgar Herrell, Tommy Bigler, Nina
Faye Ysberg, Jm Tobey, Ruth Smiley, Dean Smiley, Don Smiley, Marie Richardson, Betty
Zellers, Matther Zartman, Agnes Zartman, Irene Pieratt and George Cleland.

March 17, 1930

Ad in Student:

Mr. Farmer - have your seed corn tested at Reiter School. We test it free of charge for
you. See us about it. Make a date to bring your seed corn to schooal. It is dangerous to plant
untested seed corn thisyear. Bring it to us.

Summary of Bastkeball Games 1939-30

FIRST TEAM

Reiter 36 - Graduates 4

Reiter 21 - Argos 4

Reiter 40 - Richland Center 3

Reiter 24 - Rochester 10

Reiter 45 - Burton 7

Reiter 24- Tamal0

Reiter 41 - Richland Center 11

Reiter 54 - Argos 5

SECOND TEAM

Reiter 24 - Burton 5
Reiter 20 - Fulton 23
Reiter 19 - Beaver Dam 12
Reiter 65 - Grass Creek 5
Reiter 26 - Rochester 13
Reiter 35- Tama 16
Reiter 18 - Fulton 21
Won 13 Lost 2

Reiter 12 - Richland Center 8
Reiter 8 - Rochester 11
Reiter 18 - Burton 5

Reiter 12- Tdmal

Reiter 7 - Richland Center 8
GIRLS

Reiter 6 - Graduates 35
Reiter 16 - Argos 12

Reiter 24 - Richland Center 0

Reiter 24 - Burton 5

Reiter 27 - RHS Girls 11

Reiter 10 - Rochester 27
Won5 Lost3

Reiter 8- Burton 6
Reiter 18 - Richland Center 8
Reiter 10- Argos 13
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Reiter 40 - Burton O Won5 Lost3
Reiter 5- Graduates 26
School to Close Saturday April 19

We are having school on several Saturdays to make up for time we lost during the Snow

Storm.
February 27, 1931

Honor Roll:

ROOM ONE: Dale Smiley, Fred Zdllers, Bobby Bigler.

ROOM TWO: Franklin Webb, Martha Stretch, Betty Zellers, Marie Richardson.

ROOM THREE: Carl Gordon, Ruth Smiley, NinaY sberg, Evelyn Zellers, Margaret

Wagoner, Donald Werner and Mabel Craig.

ROOM FOUR: Norine Skidmore, John Bigler, Marjory Braman, William Skidmore.

See Aaron Slick at Reiter March 11.

Buy your Garden Seeds from the School.

County Tourney January 31, 1931

The Fulton County Grade School Tournament was held in Whitmer Gym on January 31,
1931. A good sized and enthusiastic crowd attended the tournament. The total receipts were
$142.45. Reiter was given the new basketball for winning the championship.

Fans and players got meals at the United Brethren Church Basement - meal 35 cents.

Burton School had the concessions at the games. The privilege was let to the highest
bidder.

Devane Felts and Cecil Fenstermaker were the referees.

Gamel Woodrow

McKinley
McKinley
Reiter
Game2 Reiter
Reiter
Akron
Reiter
Game3 Rochester champion
Rochester
R. Center
Tadma
Gamne4 Tdma
Tdma
Burton

Fulton, Kewanna, Grass Creek and Leiters Ford did not participate.

[for further, see FCHS Quarterly No. 47, p.38]

Coming as a result of the McKinley-Reiter Game was the first replay game played at the
Historical Sociaty grounds on the final evening of the Fulton County Round barn Festival by the
“Has Beens’ of the original game 44 years later, July 13, 1975. [for further, see FCHS Quarterly
No. 22, pp 29-31]

April 21,1931
School to close April 22 with Community Dinner and Program. [program. . . . . ]
Orchestra Mest.

The Rochester Township Orchestra Meet was held at Reiter, Friday, April 17th.

Those present were: Burton - Esther Foster, Eileen McQuiston, Mary Alice Leeds, Ida
Moore, Ruby Henderson, Leona Good, Cecil Hudkins, Tom Miller and George Carr.

Woodrow - Lucille Wilson, Edna Tobey, Ivan Michaels, Vaughn Hinesley, Ralph
Madary and Robert Brown.

McKinley - Josephine Thompson, Byron Carr, Alvada Bick, Robert Davidson, Marjorie
Tomb, Cecil Moore, Earl Barkman and Kathryn Van Lue.
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Reiter - Paul Rice, John Smiley, Norine Skidmore, John Bigler, Margaret Wagoner,
EstellaBixler, Donald Werner, Chester Bixler and Floyd Bixler.

First place was won by Burton - 40 points out of a possible 56 points; second - Woodrow
24-1/2 points out of a possible 40; third - McKinley 33-1/2 points out of a possible 50; fourth -
Reiter 36 points out of a possible 56.

Burton Wins Attendance Cup

Burton won the attendance Cup for 1930-31 with an average daily attendance of 97.73%.
Reiter was second - average daily attendance 96.92%. Woodrow was third - average daily
attendance 96.39%. McKinley was fourth - average daily attendance 94.46%.

McKinley and Reiter Win Track Mests
The Rochester township Track & Field Meet was held at City Park on April 16.

SENIOR MEET Grades 6-7-8 JUNIOR MEET Grades 1-2-3-4-5
1st McKinley 43-1/3 Reiter 40-1/2

2nd Reiter 17-1/3 McKinley 29-1/2

3rd Burton 10 Burton 26

4th Woodrow 2 Woodrow 12

The Junior Match was hotly contested; no winner was determined until the last event -

horse shoe pitching. A large crowd wasin attendance.
4-Way Tourney at Rochester

In January of 1955 Reiter was invited to participate in the 4Way Tourney at Rochester.
The Rochester basketball coach suggested Reiter as a “fill-in” after Knox had cancelled out only
two days before the tournament. Consequently Reiter was the “dark horse” of the tourney.

The results were as follows: Bremen defeated Bourbon in the first game of the morning.
Reiter defeated Rochester by three points in the second game - which was considered an upset. In
the final game Reiter had no trouble defeating Bremen - more than doubling the score to win the

Championship.
Score of Games 1950-51 Schedule:
Reiter 26 - Grass Creek 25 Reiter 34 - R. Center 24
Reiter 43 - Woodrow 23 Reiter 48 - Burton 34
Reiter 26 - Burton 23 Reiter 33 - Kewanna 24
Reiter 34 - Macy 13 Reiter 27 - L. Ford 30
Reiter 26 - Rochester 25 Reiter 40 - Akron 35
Reiter 25 - Woodrow 7 Reiter 22 - Akron 35
Reiter 20 - Kewanna 23 Reiter 21 - Tddma 24
Reiter 38 - Tdma 22 Reiter 38 - Grass Creek 24
Reiter 45 - Leiters Ford 30 Reiter 33 - Kewanna35 O.T.

Won 14 Lost 5

There was an activity among the adults, which must be mentioned further. Often during
the winter months they would get together, select a play, choose a cast, al local people of the
community, prepare and present it to the public when perfected.

A director would be elected, always someone of the community.

Sometimes, for variation, the men would put on a “home talent” Minstrel Show. Needless
to say they played to afull capacity crowd the night of presentation.

These activities, along with the P.T.A., the Men’s Conservation Club, the Women’'s
Community Club, the Rural Youth organization and the Boys and Girls 4H Clubs did much to
generate an atmosphere of friendliness, cooperation and goodwill in a closely knitted community.

And now, no lights shine in the school house windows at night, because there is no
building there. No visible landmark is there to bear witness to so many happy memories, which
were nurtured on that spot.

But that isthe price that we pay for progress as TIME marches on.

[Fred Van Duyne taught at Mt. Zion school in 1921, Sprinkleberg (one-room school near Elksgolf
course) 1921-25, Reiter School 1925-27, principal of McKinley School 1927-31, principa of Reiter 1931-33
and 1939-57 (six yearsill with tuberculosis 1933-39), and Fulton Elementary School 1957-64, mekingatotd
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of 37 years teaching in Fulton County. Mr. Van Duyne also wrote Higtory of Mt. Zion, which was published
in the FCHS Quarterly in June 1972, and the Van Duyne-Shelton Families, which was printed inFulton
County Folksvol. 2.]

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, pp 19-43]

1924-25: Clifford Baggerly 7, 8; John Dubois 5 6; Vera Carey Pendleton 3, 4; Alice
Black 1, 2.

1925-26: Clifford Baggerly 7, 8; Fred Van Duyne 5, 6; Esther Enquist 3, 4; Alice Black
12

1926-27: Clifford Baggerly 7, 8; Fred Van Duyne 5, 6; Esther Enquist 3, 4; Vera Carey
Pendleton 1, 2.

1927-28: Seth Carpenter 7, 7; Annabelle Burkett Keel 5, 6; June Robinson Carpenter 3,
4; Mabel Kelly Gaumer 1, 2.

1928-29: Seth Carpenter 7, 8; Alice Hendrickson 5, 6; Carol Biddinger 3, 4; Odessa
Greer 1, 2.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 47, pp 12-13]

1929-30: Enrol (1-8) 80. 8 mos. Seth Carpenter, 7, 8; Alice Hendrickson, 5, 6; Carol
Biddinger, 3, 4; Odessa Greer, 1, 2.

1930-31: (Com. 18) 84. Seth Carpenter 7, 8; Carol Biddinger, 5, 6; Mrs. June Carpenter,
34, Odessa Greer, 1, 2; E. F. Fisher, Twp. Music Supervisor.

1931-32: (Cont. Com. (1-8) 83. Prin. Fred Van Duyne, 7-8; Carol Biddinger, 56; Maude
Sturken 3-4; Mary Launer, 1-2; E. F. Fisher, Music Supervisor.

1932-33: Cont. Com. 1-8, 84. Prin. Fred Fan Duyne, 7-8 first semester - John Hiatt 7-8
second semester; Mary Tobey, 56; Dorothy Smiley, 34; Mary Launer, 1-2; Ernest Fisher, Twp.
Mu. Supr.

1933-34: Cont. Com. 18, 63. Prin. Norman J. Hiatt, #8; Mary Tobey, 56; Dorothy
Smiley, 3-4; Mary Launer, 1-2; Ernest Fisher, Twp. Mu. Supr.; MarthaHoge, Twp., H.E. Supr.

1934-35: Cont. Com. 18, 73. Prin. Norman J. Hiatt, #8; Rolland Meiser, 56; Mary
Tobey, 3-4; Dorothy Smiley, 1-2; Bertha Cole, Twp. Mu., H.E. Supv.

1935-36: Cont. Com. 18, 67. Prin. Norman J. Hiatt, 78; Rolland Meiser, 56; Mary
Tobey, 3-4; Edith Brown, 1-2; Bertha Cole, Twp. Mu., H.E. Supv.

1936-37: Cont. Com. 1-8. 85. Prin. J. N. Hiatt, 7-8; Rolland Meiser, 46; Edith Brown, 1-
3.

1937-38: Cont. Com. 18. 87. Prin. J. N. Hiatt, 78; Edgar J. Baney, 46; Dora Jane
Riley, 1-3.

1938-39: Cont. Com. 18. 71. Prin. J. N. Hiatt, 78; Florence Moore, 46; Eva Louise
Nellans, 1-3; Audrey Kassebaum, H. Ec., Mu., Orch.

1939-40: Cont. Com. 18. 69. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 7-8; Florence Moore, 46; Eva
Louise Nellans, 1-3; IdaKathryn Moore, H. Ec., Mu.

1940-41: Cont. Com. 18. 59. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 78; Bertha Lynn, 46; Ida
Kathryn Moore, 1-3; Gertrude Klingaman, Mu.

1941-42: Cont. Com. 18. 65. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 78; Bertha Lynn, 46; Ida
Kathryn Moore, 1-3; Gertrude M. Klingaman, Mu.

1942-43: Cont. Com. 18, 67. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, #8; Bertha Lynn, 46; Naomi
Whitcomb, 1-3; Gertrude Klingaman, Mu.

1943-44: Fred Van Duyne 7-8; Melita Snyder 4-6; Naomi Whitcomb 1-d.

1944-45: Cont. Com. 18, 57. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 7-8; Melita Snyder, 46; Naomi
Whitcomb, 103; Edith M. Carlson, Mu.

1945-46: Fred Van Duyne 7-8; Edith W. Bailey 4-6; Naomi Whitcomb 1-3.

1946-47: Cont. Com. 1-8, 72 Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 7#8; Edith W. Bailey, 46;
Naomi Whitcomb, 1-2.

1947-48: Fred Van Duyne 7-8; Edith W. Bailey 4-6; Naomi Whitcomb 1-3.
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1948-49: Cont. Com. 18, 130. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, #8; Melita K. Snyder, 56;
Edith W. Bailey, 3-4; Naomi Whitcomb, 1-2; Esther S. Lyle, Mu., B.

1949-50: Cont. Com. 18, 138. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, #8; Melita K. Snyder, 56;
Edith W. Bailey, 3-4;, Mary Jane Van Duyne, 2; Naomi Whitcomb, 1; Edith M. Carlson, Mu.

1950-51: Cont. Com. 18. Enrol. (1-6) 129, (7-8) 29. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 78;
Melita K. Snyder, 56; Estella Clemans, 3-4; Mary Jane Van Duyne, 2; Naomi Whitcomb, 1; Edith
M. Carlson, Mu.

1951-52: Cont. 8. Enral. (1-6) 120, (7-8) 28. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 7-8; Mdlita K.
Snyder, 56; Alberta Davis, 34; Mary Jane Van Duyne, 2; Naomi Cook Whitcomb, 1; Edith
Carlson, Mu.

1952-53: Fred Van Duyne 78; Lloyd Swick 56; Melita Snyder 34; Mabel Gaumer 2;
Naomi Whitcomb 1.

1953-54: Cont. 18. Enrol. (1-6) 116, (7-8) 36. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, *#8; Loyd
Swick, 56; Méelita K. Snyder, 4, Mable Gaumer, 23; Naomi Cook Whitcomb, 1. Carl Doherty,
Mu., B.

1954-55: Fred Van Duyne 7-8; Helen Shadel 56; Melita Snyder 34; Bernice Watson 2;
Naomi Whitcomb 1.

1955-56: Cont. Com. 1-8. Enrol. (1-6) 104, (7-8) 34. Prin. Fred K. Van Duyne, 78; Ruth
Keebler, 56; Melita Snyder, 34; Olive Julian, 2; Naomi Cook Whitcomb, 1; Donna Lee Dawald,
Mu., B.

1956-57: Fred Van Duyne 78; Ruth Keebler 56; Melita Snyder 34; Florence Schaefer
2; Naomi Whitcomb 1.

1957-58: Cont. Com. 1-8. Enrol. (1-6) 77, (7-8) 12. Prin. L. E. Mitchell, 78; Rex L.
Freidline, 5-6; Isabelle Grove, 3-4; Gladys Wittkemper, 1-2; Donna Lee Dawald, Mu., B.

1958-59: 7 & 8 went to Rochester. E. L. Mitchell 56; Dorothy Kindig 34; Marleah
Thompson 1-2.

[NOTE: Woodrow School closed in 1959 and the Woodrow teachers went to Reiter
1959-60]

1959-60: Cont. 16. Enrol. (1-6) 113. Prin. David Boyd, 56; Hazel Chaney, 1, Esther
Thrush, 4; Jane Kemper, 5-6.

1960 fall: Bill Biddinger 6; Jane Kemper 5; Esther Thrush Special Education.

[F.CH.S. fileg]

Teachers. Carmen Pamer 1916-18; Seth Carpenter taught at Reiter 1927-31. Mrs. Seth
[June Lela Robinson] Carpenter taught at Reiter 1927-28 and 1930-31; Mary Jane Hood Van
Duyne, 2nd grade, 1949-52; Fred Van Duyne, 1925-27 and 7th & 8th and principal 1931-33, out
with tubercul osis 1933-39, taught again 1939-57

See McKinley School.

RICHLAND CENTER SCHOOL [Richland Township]
L ocated SE corner of 150W and 700N.

[photo] Richland Center School 1903 and Charles Pendleton, Richland Township Trustee
who built the new school. Pendleton Bridge is named for him. (Photo: Bailey Hardware)
[FCHSImagesNo. 1, p. 71]

[photo] Richland Center high school built in 1903. Picture is school in 1904. (Spring)
First horse and buggy to far left is Mike Burkett and Charley Maple, next is Rev. Clyde R. Walters
and Guy Babcock. Others are Lawrence Hackett, Riddle boys, Dickey boys, Err Biddinger, Milo
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Winn. Forst horse and buggy in doorway is Talmage Dillon. Last horse and buggy to far right are
Charley and Florence Meiser.The long school hack is Clint Alderfer.
[FCHS Quarterly, Vol. 8, September, 1972, No. 3, p. 1 - cover]

[photo] This is one of the oldest paperback photographs known in Richland Township.
Thisis the Richland Center School as it existed before the brick model was built in 1904. No exact
date has been placed on the picture for lack of a positive identification of anyone in the picture.
The dress of the people in the picture suggest fashions of the early 1880’ s as they closely resemble
the fashions worn in the 1883 Atlas of Fulton county. (Picture compliments of Mrs. Gresham
Lough.)

[FCHS Quarterly, Val. 8, September, 1972, No. 3, p. 12]

[photo] Richland Center High School, 1918. Back ow, tr: Dewey Dudgeon, Bessie
Overmyer, Zella Conrad, Dae Fletcher, Roy Kestner, Ed Eash, Dollie Kedler, Blanch Wynn,
Doris Palmer, Hazel O'Neal, Zella Sturgeon, Dee Fults, Otto Beehler. Third row: Raymond
Brugh, Ethel Foster, Vera Carey, Geneive Jackson, Lavone Kindig, Maine Overmyer, Mary
McPheron, Marie Barnhart, Lannie Beck, Vida Carey, Fern Ritter, Mable Roher, Robert Reed.
Second row: Clara Mae Robbins - teacher, Mildred Wright, Fred Swihart, Mildred Miller, Russell
Fisher, Clitas Batz, Hazel Gaby, Cecil Palmer, Ruth Newcomb, Ray Hubbard, Charles Maple -
teacher. First row: Cleo Wynn, Eva Hubbard, Mildred Eash, Alpha Overmyer, Emil McPheron,
Charles Foster, Oren Leedy, Raymond Fisher, Lester Cooper, Dee Hiatt.

[FCHS Quarterly, Val. 8, September, 1972, No. 3, p. 26]

[photo] Richland Center's 1950 basketball team posed for this officia semi-final photo.
Front row (left to right): Bob Goodman, Dick Alber, Geroge Halterman, Dave Kanouse, Larry
Kanouse. Back row: Gerald West, Maurice O'Dell, Ed Mercer, Bob Overmyer, Dick Gelbaugh,
Dick Dawson. Members of this team played members of the Leiters Ford team of 1950 in a
basketball game as the closing event of the Round Barn Festival. A rematch is scheduled for Oct.
22 in the Aubbee gym at 8 p.m. to raise money to repair the Leiters Ford depot museum. (Photo
provided by Paul Rockwell, Richland Center coach.)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 29, p. 9]

[photo] Richland Center 1950 Wildcats Oct. 22, 1977: George Halterman, Dick Gelbaugh
Bob Overmyer, Larry Kanouse, and Dave Kanouse. (Photo by Allen Willard)
[FCHS Quarterly No. 30, p. 5]

[photo] Shirley Willard interviews Paul Rockwell, Richland Center 1950 coach. When
asked what his advice would be to a young man wanting to coach basketball today, Rocky said,
“Don’'t.” (Photo by Allen Willard)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 30, p. 5]

[photo] Action during the Oct. 22, 1977, rematch between Richland Center in white shirts
and Leiters Ford in black shirts. From left: Richard Crull, Dick Gelbaugh, Harry Hoover and Dan
DeWitt jumping for the ball, Bob James, Ralph Stayton. (Photo by Allen Willard)

[FCHS Quarterly No. 30, p. 6]

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1953-54. Left to right, front row: Clem
Williams, Marvin Sanders, Pat Hiatt, Milton Kistler, Dan DeWitt. Back row: Lyman Cooper, Dale
Foor, Phillip Mow, Monty Lough, Jack Town, Maxe Dunlap, Don Hawk.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annua Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1954-55. Left to Right, front row: Lyman
Cooper, Phil Mow, Dan DeWitt, Dale Foor, Marvin Sanders. Back row: Richard Waltz, Ollie
Garrison, Harold Y oung, Dick Partridge, John Kuhn, Jim Walters.
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[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annua Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1955-56. [no hames]
[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1956-57. Front row: Overmyer, Foor,
Campbell, Lewis, J. Walters, Kistler. Back row: Burnett, R. Walters, Stockberger, Keele, Burkett.
Coach Kistler.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1957-58. Left to right, first row: Mark
Kistler, Jim Campbell and Jay Wilson; second row: Larry Burnett, Ron Keele, Ron Walters and
Don Foor; third row: Coach Delbert Kistler, Dean Stockberger, Jim Kerr and Wayne Haney.
[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annua Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1958-59. Left to right, front row: Wayne
Haney, Jim Kerr, Del Stockberger, Ron Walters and Don Foor. Second row: Ed Norris, Larry
Alber, Jim Keele, Ron Keele and Larry Burnett. Third row: Coach Fritz Morgan, Tom Leavell,
Dave Evans and Student Manager Paul Erdman.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1959-60. First row, left to right: Philip
Alber, Ed Norris, David Evans, Jm Kerr, Larry Sanders. Second row, left to right: Jm Keele,
Lloyd Cook, John Keele, Wayne Haney, Larry Alber. Student managers (not shown): Mike
Partridge, Paul Myers, Jim Alderfer.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annua Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1960-61. Front Row, Left to right: Phil
Alber, Larry Sanders, Dave Evans, John Keele, Bill Lewis. Back Row, Left to right: Loyd Cook,
John Dudgeon, Hugh Lewis, Jim Alderfer, Jerry Lewis. (Not shown) Hugh Ressler, Coach;
Student Managers: Bruce Hess, Kenny Kesler, and Mike Partridge.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1961-62. Standing, left to right: Philip Hiatt,
Jerry Lewis, Kip Kistler, Gary Nellans, David Burkett, Hugh Lewis, John Keele, Phillip Alber,
Gene Hiatt, and Walter Talbott. Student Managers: Bruce Hess and Kenneth Kesler.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1962-63. Front row: Hugh Lewis, David
Burkett and Hugh Ressler, Coach. Back row: Left to right: Steve Norris, Ray Brockey, Kip
Kistler, Nod Kamp, Larry Kuhn, Myron Foor, Bob Hisey, Richard Keele and Kenny Kesler,
student manager.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1963-64. Front row: Charles Wilson, Noel
Kamp, Kip Kistler, Steve Norris, and Max Lytle. Back row: Keith Boyd, manager, Ray Brockey,
Myron Foor, Maynard Norris, Mick Evans, Bob Hisey, Mick Walters and Hugh Ressler, coach.
[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)

[photo] Richland Center Basketball Team of 1964-65. Kneeling, Charles Parsons, Steve
Norris. Front row: Mickie Baker, Max Lytle, John Pratt, Noel Kamp. Back row: Dale Overmyer,
Charles Wilson, Mike Keele, Carl Overmyer.

[Richland Center High School Alumni Directory Annual Update)
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REV.CLYDEWALTERSWRITES

| grew up in Richland Township. | graduated from grade school at Richland Center 1903
teacher - Charley Emmons. In the fall of 1903 | started high school in the County Line grade
school building, located on the northeast corner of the Nellans farm, then owned by Jacob Zerby.
It was across the road from Garver farm. We drove with horse and buggy to school, put our horses
in Garver’sbarn.

In the fall of 1904 the high school building was ready for grades on the first floor, taught
by Billy Foster. Charley Emmons was the high school teacher occupying the second floor.

The old school building was moved across the corner and became the Martindale-
Pendleton grocery store and post office. | believe Charley Pendleton was trustee at this time and
Sherman Gibbons was county school superintendent.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 20, p 12]

Wilma Mow Foltz discovered that her great-grandfather O’Blenis donated the land for
Richland Center school. April 4, 1859, Daniel and Catherine O’ Blenis deeded the land br
Richland Center school to the township trustees, David Mow, Benjamin C. Wilson, and William
Sturgeon. The deed describes the land as follows. “one-half of land in northwest quarter of
northwest quarter of Section #23 in Township N 31 north of Range 2 East containing 44 acres for
sume of $1, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged for a schoolhouse lot and is conveyed
only so long as the same shall be used and occupied by the several authorities of said township of
Richland as a public house lot.”

[FCHS Quarterly No. 20, p. 17]

MORE ON WHIPPOORWILL AND TIOSA SCHOOLS

Dennis Foor recalls that in 1916 Sand Hill, Red Brush and Tiosa one-room schools all
consolidated into a new Tiosa School on a five acre lot. This was such a big playground that the
kids playing in the northwest corner could not hear the bell but would see the other children going
in the school and thus knew the bell had rung. The bell was alarge brass round alarm bell about 12
inches diameter. It was struck by a metal arm that hit the outside of the bell and would go “clack
clack clack.” The bell was in the hallway by the drinking fountain. There was a pile of rails on the
northwest corner of the school yard and the kids would build a house of them and cover it with
grass.

Dennis attended Sand Hill School and was sent to Tiosa after the consolidation. Several
people opposed building the new school at Tiosa. Parlee Foor (Dennis' father), Orville Miller,
John Beck and others went to Indianapolis to try to get the new school built closer to Sand Hill
where they wanted the new school. Still others wanted to keep the old Tiosa School, such as
Harrison Wynn and Dr. L. C. Meek.

In the fall of 1923 pupils from Germany School and all those living west of 50W (west of
Sand Hill) went to Whippoorwill School. So Dennis was consolidated into a different school
again. He only attended old Whippoorwill School three months and the new Whippoorwill School
opened Dec. 1, 1923, so he went to yet another school. The new Whippoorwill School cost
$20,000 to build but was used only seven years.

Why was a new Whippoorwill School built and used for only seven years? There were
several prominent and influential people who wanted a new school at Whippoorwill, including
Bill Miller, Harry Overmyer, and Chancey Hiatt. The trustee, Howard Reed, wanted to wait a
couple of years and put all the children in Richland Center School. Several people opposed
building a new Whippoorwill School. But those who wanted a new school won out and the new
Whippoorwill was built.

Dennis remembers attending a meeting at the new Whippoorwill School around 1930 in
which Richland Township trustee, Oscar Scott, pointed out the defects of the school, though it was
only a seven-year-old building. There was mortar coming out from between the bricks. It was said
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that this was the fault of the architect who insisted that they use the mortar that had sat and dried
out over noon hour instead of making a new batch. And the flat roof leaked because the drain
holes had filled with leaves and then formed alake on the roof and froze and pushed the roof away
from the wall and split the roof. J. Howard Reed, the trustee who had built the school, had Dave
Beehler the janitor clean the leaves out. But the new trustee, Oscar Scott, hired a new janitor,
George Morris, and he did not clean out the |eaves so the roof began to leak.

In 1926 the Richland Township trustee moved the Whippoorwill and Tiosa 7th and 8th
grades to Richland Center School. Their desks were moved too. Dead Man’s College was closed
then too. That was the first year that high school students were allowed to ride the school buses.
Chancey Hiatt and Bill Miller were the bus drivers for Whippoorwill, while Jess Waltz and Frank
Ball drove busesfor Tiosa area.

Thus Dennis Foor was consolidated out of three schools. He attended Sand Hill for one
year, then went to Tiosa six years 1917-23, then attended old Whippoorwill three months, then
new Whippoorwill the rest of the year, then went to Richland Center High School.

When they remodeled Richland Center School in 1923, the bell was removed from the
tower. The bell was a huge “dinner bell” with a clapper inside. It was so heavy it would take three
or four men to move it. It was placed outside the janitor’s room above the entrance. Some high
school boys stole it and buried it in afield, where it lay until it was plowed up by Charlie Morgan.
His plow caught the edge of the bell and it ruined his plow.

[FCHS Quarterly No. 51, pp 40-42]

Originaly called County Line School.

School built before 1876.

The Tiosa High School was moved to the County Line School in 1904, and the name was
changed to Richland Center High School, and completed in 1905, graduating its first class in
1906. It was a three-year high school. Harry E. Biddinger was the first principal in 1905 in the
new building.

School closed. Part of building still standing, now occupied by Richland Center 1.0.0.F.
lodge.

Some of the teachers were Dewey Dudgeon, Charles Maple, Harry E. Biddinger, John
Plaster, Duard Conrad and wife Alice Conrad, Dale Harbaugh, Mrs. Margaret Mulligan, Mr. T. J.
Crownover, ClaraMay Robbins, Mr. Shepherd, and Mildred Nafe.

When the gym at Center was built, it left just one county school without a gym, Grass
Creek. Center would go there to play basketball outside on a dirt floor with the game being in the
afternoon.

The girls basketball team was organized soon after the gym was built. They would have
three games a night, the girls and the A and B boy’s teams. Some of the girls were Edna McGriff,
Pauline Hubbard, Marjorie Stockberger, Irene Sander, Eleanor Overmeyer, Mildred Rogers,
Evadean Halterman, Edith and Bernice Walters of the 1925 girls team.

The school hack which | rode in was pulled by two horses or mules and was owned by
William Burkett. It had a stove underneath with the stovepipe upon one side. It burned coal, cobs
or wood. It would be afive or six mile drive each way with only the grade school children getting
to ride. Lee Mow was also a hack driver. In later years the Model T Ford truck came into use and
the high school students could ride. Herman Weir and Walter Burkett drove Model T Fords. The
Tiosa and Whippoorwill school students came to Richland Center in 1933. The Tiosa bus drivers
were Vern Scott and Harry Osborne. Clinton Alderfer drove a hack from Whippoorwill. The
drivers from the western part of Richland Township were Frank Ritter and Arley Dudgeon. Some
of the janitors at Richland Center were Harry Felts, Delbert Stockberger, Frank Ritter and Arley
Dudgeon.

[Richland Center School, Biddinger Family, Fulton Co Folks Vol. 1, Willard]
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We rode the hack to school at Richland Center. Some of the hack drivers were Frank
Ritter, Oliver Fisher and Bert Bunn. There were no windows in the hack except at the back. If one
lived within two miles, he always walked to school.

Some of the teachers in grade school were Gladys Babcock Maple, Lea Fish, Marie
Turner, William Overmyer, Herbert Foster and Milo Winn. Some of the teachers | recall in high
school were Mildred Nafe Wakefield, Frank Shipley and Ruth Shipley, and a Miss Jones.

Henry Burkett Family, Bessie Burkett Good, Fulton Co Folks, Val. 2, Willard.

Lloyd Beehler taught atotal of 41 years, 35 of those years at Richland Center in the same
5th and 6th grade room, then six years in the Rochester Middle School until his retirement in
1973.

[Louis J. Beehler, William Amel Sausaman, Fulton Co Folks, Vol. 2, Willard]

Lucille (Mrs. Clyde) Beehler taught home economics and commerce at Richland Center
194546 and 1951-56. Lloyd Beehler taught grades five and six at Richland Center 1935-1964,
was acting principal at Richland Center 1964-67 while the school had only grades one through six,
and then taught at Rochester Middle School until hisretirement in 1973.

The Center school opened the 1st of December with David Mackey as teacher.
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, December 11, 1873]

Teachers:William Foster; Dewey Dudgeon was principal 1932-35, and returned after his
father's death Oct. 2, 1950, as a teacher; Russell Walters, principal 1941-42, and 1955-59; Mildred
Nafe, 1918-20; Mary Louisa Nafe Mullican, 1928-29; Mildred J. Corn Nellans, Charles
Bernhardt; Robert Cox; Mildred Nellans; Roland Stellhorn; Hugh Ressler; Frances Bright; Ruth
Stellhorn; Ellis Powell

Bus drivers. William C. Miller; Cliff McGee; Walter Burkett; Chauncey Hiatt; Harry
Halterman; Frank Ritter, Oliver Fisher; Bert Bunn.

The debating society at Center will meet on Friday evening, March 7. . .
[Richland Locals, Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, February 27, 1873]

L. Lewellyn McClure got the job of building Center and Eidson school houses - Center at
$980, and Eidson at $650. Worley got the Whippoorwill at $680.

-- Miss Maggie Miller has had no trouble with her school since she put atin ear on some
of the boys. She is well liked by al, both as a teacher and a lady. [QUERY: is Richland Center
School the correct school ? - WCT]

[Richland Locals, Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, May 29, 1873]

Spelling at Center went off quietly. Mary Newcomb was the one that took her seat last.

Miss Newcob istwelve years of age, or there abouts. . .
[Rochester Union-Spy, Thursday, January 15, 1874]

Miss Maggie Oneth is engaged in teaching the Center school. . .
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, October 2, 1875]

On next Saturday the citizens of Richland township will meet at Center school house for
the purpose of organizing an anti-horse thief company. The number of horses now being stolen all
over the country makesit an absolute necessity for the people to organize for protection.

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, June 3, 1876]
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Center School House, Richland Tp., Dec. 23, 1876. The institute was called to order . . .
by the Trustee, Wm. Newcomb; J. L. Martindale was chosen Secretary and C. S. Knott appointed
critic. . . [names mentioned]: E. T. Henderson, E. C. Martindale, W. H. Riley. . .

[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, January 6, 1877]

Mr. E. T. Henderson at Center. . . .
[Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, January 20, 1877]

Mr. Martindale, the able teacher at the Center school is giving satisfaction.
[Rochester, Sentinel, Saturday, March 2, 1878]

RICHLAND CENTER TEACHERS

1897-98: Prin. Arthur Deemer

1903-04: Chas. Emmons, P.; Milo Mehling, Asst.

1906: Louise Cummings, 1-2-3.

1913: 7-8 before 1913

1915-16: Chas. G. Maple, Prin., Math., Sc., Latin, 3; Clara Mae Robbins, Eng., Hist.;
Milo Wynn, Ind. Arts; Fern Zerbe, Supervisor, Dom. Sc.

1916-18: Carmen Palmer Kath, 1-2-3

1917-19: VidaCarey Nichals, 1-2-3

1917-18: E. D. Gordon, Prin.; Mae Robbins; Herbert Foster, Supervisor, Man. Train.

1918-19: T. J. Crownover, Prin., Eng. Hist, Ag.; 3, Mildred Nafe, Latin, French, Eng.,
Dom. Sc.; Milo Wynn, Man. Train.

1922-23: Ruth Newcomb Overmyer Walters, 1-2-3.

1923-24: Annabelle Viers, 1-2-3.

1924-25:; Bessie Burkett Good 1-2-3.

1926-27: Y etta Entsminger, grade 5.

1928-29: Clifford Koch, 7-8.

1929-30: Donald Kanouse 7-8.

1929-30: Enrol. (1-8) 175, (9-12) 49. 8 mos. Prin. Duard Conrad, Hist. Agri.; Alice
Conrad., H. E., Eng., Phys. Ed.; Dale Harbaugh, Latin, Sc., Phys. Ed; Margaret Mullican, Math.,
Eng.; Clifford Koch, 7-8; Mildred Koblentz, 4, 5, 6; Evadean Halterman, 1, 2, 3.

1930-31L: (Comb. 84) (1-8) 88, (9-12) 54. Prin. Dae Harbaugh, Sc., Lat, Phys. Ed,;
Flossie Moody, Math., Music; Martha Hensley H.E., Eng.; Marion Ginke, Hist., Agri., Coach; W.
Everett Juillerat, 7,8; Mildred Koblentz, 4, 5, 6.

1931-32: (8-4) Cont. Com. :12. (1-8) ??, (9-12) 55. Prin. Dale Harbaugh, Sc. Lat., Phys.
Ed.; Flossie Moody, Math, Music; Ruth Stine, Eng., H.E., Phys. Ed.; Marion Linke, Coach, Hist.,
Agri.; W. Everett Juillerat, 7, 8; Thelma Sanders, 4-6, Zulah B. Long 1-3.

1932-33: (8-4) Cont. Com. }12. (1-8) 160, (9-12) 59. Prin. Dewey Dudgeon, Sci., Math.;
Ora E. Lemert, Eng., Math., Soc. St., Paul Rockwell, Phy. Ed., Soc. St., Lat.; Ruth Ober, H.E.,
Mu., Lat; Everett Juillerat, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Nellie Newhouse, 34; Mary Lenore Smith, 1-
2.

1933-34: (8-4), Cont. Com. 1-12. (1-8) 164, (9-12) 56. Prin. Dewey Dudgeon, Math.,
Sci., Ag.; Ora E. Lemert, Eng., Math., Com.; Ruth Ober, Latin, H.E., Mu.; Paul Rockwell, Soc.
St., Phy. Ed., H.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Nellie Newhouse, 3-4; Lenora Smith,
1-2

1934-35. (8-4) Cont. Com. 112. (1-8) 169, (9-12) 65. Prin. Dewey Dudgeon, Math.,
Sci., Ag.; Ora E. Lemert, Ehg., Math., Com.; Ruth Ober, Lat., H.E., Mu.; Paul Rockwell, Soc. St.,
Phy. Ed., H.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; LIoyd Beehler, 5-6; Nellie Newhouse, 3-4; Lenora Smith, 1-2.

1935-36: (8-4). Cont. Com. }12. (1-8) 159, (9-12) 69. Prin. Floyd E. White, Math., Sci.,
Ag.; Ora E. Lemert, Eng., Math.; Ruth Ober, Lat., H.E., Mu.; Paul Rockwell, Soc. St., Phy. Ed.,
Sci., H.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Marjorie Hiatt, 34; Margaret E. Halterman, 1-
2.
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1936-37: (8-4). Cont. Com. }12. (1-8) 149, (9-12) 70. Prin. Floyd E. White, Sci., Math.,
Ag.; Mildred Janette Corn, Eng., Math., Phy. Ed.; Ruth M. Ober, Lat., H.E., Mu.; Paul Rockwell,
Soc. St., Sci., Phy. Ed.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Marjorie Hiatt, 34; Margaret
E. Hatrman, 1-2.

1937-38: (8-4). Cont. Com. }12. (1-8) 150, (9-12) 70. Prin. Elmer E. Beadles, Sci., Ag.,
Math.; Grace E. Martin, Eng., H. Ec., Mu, Orch.; Mildred Corn Nellans, Eng., Lat., Math., Phys
Ed.; Paul Rockwell, Soc. St., Sci., Phys Ed.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Marjorie
Hiatt, 3-4; Margaret E. Halterman, 1-2.

1938-39: (8-4) Com. 112. (1-8) 162, (9-12) 66. Prin. Elmer E. Beadles, Math., Sci., Ag.,
Grace E. Martin, Eng., H. Ec., Mu., Orch.; Helen Parker, Com., Lat., Eng.; Paul Rockwell, Soc.
S, Sci., Phys. Ed.; Donald Kanouse, #8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Marjorie Hiatt, 34, Margaret E.
Halterman, 1-2.

1939-40: (8-4) Com. 1-12 (1-8) 145, (9-12) 70. Prin. EImer E. Beadles, Math., Ag,;
Grace E. Martin, Eng., H. Ec, Mu., Orch.; Helen L. Parker, Eng., Com., Lat.; Paul Rockwell, Soc.
St., Sci., H., Phys. Ed.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd L. Beehler, 56; Virginia Riley, 3-4; Margaret
E. Halterman, 1-2.

1940-41: (8-4) Com. 112 (1-8) 142, (9-12) 68. Prin. EImer E. Beadles, Math., Sci., Ag,;
Grace E. Martin, Eng., H. Ec., Mu., Orch.; Helen E. Parker, Com., Eng., Lat.; Paul Rockwell, Soc.
St., Sci., Phys. Ed.; Donald Kanouse, 78; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Virginia Riley, 34; Margaret E.
Halterman, 1-2.

1941-42: (8-4) Com. }12. (1-8) 139, (9-12) 70. Prin. Russdl D. Walters, Sci., Ind. A.;
John Dickey, Soc. St., Math., Sci.; Dorcas M. Showalter, Com., H. Ec., H., S.; Harriett Wilkins,
Eng., Mu., B.; Donald Kanouse, 78; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Evelyn Mow Cox, 34; Margaret E.
Newman, 1-2.

1942-43: (8-4) Com. 112. (1-8) 140, (9-12) 71. Prin. John R. Wagoner, Com., Soc. St.;
Gwendolyn Anderson, Eng., Soc. St.; Frances Nellans, H. Ec., Sci., Mu.; Ellis C. Powell, Ind. A.,
Math., Sci.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Virginia L. Rose, 3-4; Margaret E.
Newman, 1-2.

1944-45: (8-4). Com. 112. (1-8) 155, (9-12) 72. Prin. Ellis C. Powell, Math., Ind. A;;
Lucille Z. Flaugh, Com., H. Ec.; Paul Rogers, Soc. St., Sci., P.E.; Mary Jane Weathers, Eng., Mu.,
B., Art; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd L. Beehler, 56; Virginia Rosg 3-4; Margaret E. Newman, 1-
2.

1946-47: (8-4). Com. 112. (1-8) 137, (9-12) 61. Prin. Ellis C. Powell, Math,, Ind. A,
Lucile Beehler, Com., H. Ec.; Mary Alice Harris, Eng., Sci., Soc. St.; Kenneth R. Overstreet, Soc.
St., P.E.; Donald Kanouse, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 5-6; Wreatha Swanson, 3-4; Margaret E. Newman,
1-2.

1948-49: (8-4) Com. 112. 198. Prin. Ellis C. Powell, Math., Ind. A.; Mary A. Haris,
Eng., Soc. St., Sci.; Dixie Lattimer, Com., H. Ec.; Paul Rockwell, Soc. St., P.E.; John M. Crabbs,
7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 15-6; Ruth Bowen, 3-4; Margaret E. Newman, 1-2.

1949-50: Cert. :12. (1-6) 102 (7-8) 40, (9-12) 62. Prin. E. E. Beadles, Math., Ag.; Mary
A. HarrisEng., Sci.; James Osmun, Mu., B.; Ruth Paul, Com., H. Ec., P.E.; Paul Rockwell, Soc.
St., PE., Sci.; John M. Crabbs, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Treva Klein, 34; Margaret E. Newman,
1-2.

1940-51: Cert. 212, Enrol. (1-6) 118 (7-8) 35, (9-12) 74. Prin. E. E. Beadles, Math,;
Mary A. Harris, Eng., Sci.; Dorothy Lynch, Com., P.E.; James Osmun, Mu., B.; Paul Rockwell,
Soc. St., P.E., H.S;; John M. Crabbs, 7#8; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Treva Klein, 34; Margaret E.
Newman, 1-2.

1951-52: Cert. 112. Enrol. (1-6) 126, (7-8) 27, (9-12) 77. Prin. D. G. Dudgeon, Math.,
Ag.; Frances Baxter, Com., Math., P.E.; Lucile Beehler, H. Ec.; James K. Greiner, Mu., B.; Mary
Alice Harris, Eng., Sci.; Paul Rockwell, Soc. St., H.S., P.E.; John Crabbs, 7-8; Lloyd Beehler, 5-6;
Edith Grosvenor, 3-4; Trave Klein, 2-3; Margaret E. Newman, 1.

1953-54: Cert. 112. Enrol. (1-6) 16, (7-8) 38, (9-12) 70. Prin. D. G. Dudgeon, Math.;
Lucille, Beehler, Eng., H. Ec.; Charles W. Bernhart, Soc. St., Ind. A.; John M. Crabbs, Eng., Sci.,
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Math., P.E; Glen D. Law, Com., Soc. St., Math; Mario Lombardo, Mu., B.; Mildred Nellans, Eng.,
Lat., P.E; Paul Rockwell, Soc. ., Sci., H.S,, P. E.; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Mary Match, 45; Treva
Klein, 2-3; Margaret E. Newman, 1-2.

1955-56: Cert. 112. Enrol. (1-6) 128, (7-8) 53, (9-12) 60. Prin. D. G. Dudgeon Math.;
Lucille Beehler, H. Ec.; Charles W. Bernhardt, Soc. St., Ind. A.; John M. Crabbs, Eng., Math.
P.E.; Glen D. Law, Com., Soc. St., Math.; Mildred Nellans, Eng., Lang., P.E.; Paul Rockwell, Soc.
St., Sci., P.E., H.S;; Ronald Stellhorn, Mu., B.; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Mary Hatch, 45; Virginia
Law, 2-3; Margaret E. Newman, 1-2.

1957-58: Cert. 112. Enrol. (1-6) 111, (7-8) 43, (9-12) 75. Prin. D. G. Dudgeon, Math.,
Sci.; Charles W. Bernhardt, Soc. St., Ind. A.; Frances Bright, H. Ec.; Delbert Kistler, Math., H.S.
P.E.; Frederic Lee Morgan, Bus., Chem., P.E.; Mildred J. Nellans, Eng., Lat., P.E.; E. Wayne
Speicher, Eng., Soc. St.; Roland Stellhorn, B.; Ruth Ann Stellhorn, Mu., Lloyd L. Beehler, 56;
Mary M. Hatch, 4-5; Bonnie Kistler, 2-3; Margaret E. Newman.

1959-60: Cert. :12. Enral. (1-6) 100, (7-8) 40, (9-12) 78. Prin. D. G. Dudgeon, Sci. H.,
Charles W. Bernhardt, Soc. St., Ind. A.; Frances Bright, H. Ec.; Robert Cox, Chem., Math, Bial.;
Hugh Ressler, Com., P.E., Dr. Ed., Mildred Nellans, Eng., Lat.; Roland Stellhorn 7-8, B., Soc. St.;
Ruth Ann Stellhorn, 78, Mu., P.E., Eng.; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Florence Rupley 35; Margaret E.
Newman, 1-2.

1961-62: Cert. 112. Enrol. (1-6) 107, (7-8) 28, (9-12) 67. Prin. D. G. Dudgeon, <ci.,
Math.; Robert Cox, Chem., Math., Biol.; Hugh Resser, Comm., P.E., Dr. Ed.; Frances Bright, H.
Ec., Eng.; Mildred Nellans, Eng., Arith; Catherine Resdler, Soc. ., P.E.; Raymond Stokes, Band,
Chorus, Mu.; Henry Stephan, Ind. A., H., P.E.; Lloyd Beehler, 56; Mary Hatch, 4-6; Vera Conn,
2-3; Margaret E. Newman, 1.

1963-64: Cert. :12. Enrol. (1-6) 112, (7-8) 30, (9-12) 57. Prin. Charles Bernhardt, Soc.
St., Ruth Ann Blacker, Band, Chorus, Mu.; Frances Bright, H. Ec., Eng.; Thomas Brovont, Ind.
A., PE.; Robert Cox, Chem., Math., Biol.; Milton Kistler, Eng., Soc. St., Asst. @arh Guid.;
Mildred Nellans, Eng., Arith.; Hugh Resser, Comm., P.E., Coach; Loyd Beehler, 56; Donna
Kuehl, 3-4; Isabelle Grove, 2-3; Margaret E. Newman, 1.

1965-66: Cert. Kdg-6. Enrol (Kdg.) 32 (1-6) 123. Prin. Lloyd Beehler, 56; Margaret
Newman, 1-2; Martha Neff, 2-3; Janice McDugle, 4-5; Jacqueline Milbour, Kdg.

(F.CH.S fileg|

RICHLAND CENTER ALUMNI DIRECTORY
Following is the directory of the Richland Center High School Alumni members. First is

the name of the graduate; second: if married to whom; third: address; and fourth: occupation.

1902
ANDERSON, Raymond - 537 Commerce S., Hawkinsville, Ga.
BIDDINGER, Harry - Thelma Leon, 38 Wyoming Ave., Billings, Montana, Retired.
CARITHERS Albert - Altha Wilson, Argos, Ind., Farmer & Carpenter.
KENLEY, Metta - Cummings, 805 Calhoun St., Houston, Texas, Housewife.
MEHLING, Milo - Effie Overmyer, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
MOW, Clarence - Deceased.
PALMER, Salene - Oscar Scott, 322 W. 8th St., Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
SMITH, Otto- Nellie Bryant, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
WRIGHT, Faye - 1025 Madison St., Rochester, Ind., Secretary.

1903
GORDON, Faye - Smith, Granger, Ind., Housewife.
PACKER, Gertrude - Guy Stevens, 428 So. Main St., Culver, Ind., Practical Nurse.
WRIGHT, Lefa- 1025 Madison St., Rochester, Ind.

1904
BIDDINGER, Err - EstellaWalters, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
DICKEY, Howard - No information.

1905
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DICKEY, Jesse - No information
WYNN, Milo- Deceased.
1906
BABCOCK, Guy - Waterman, Illlinois.
MAPLE, Charles- Waterman, lllinois.
MEISER, Charles- Etta Overmyer, R. No. 1, Rocheter, Ind., Farmer.
MOORE, Edgar - Deceased.
OSBORN, Harry - EdnaMechling, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
OVERMYER, Etta- Meiser, Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
WALTERS, Clyde - Box 103, Lakeville, Ind., Minister.
WEIR, Harold - AnnaKerler, R. No. 3, Rochester, Indiana, Farmer.
1907
BABCOCK, Gladys- Maple, Waterman, 111
BEEHLER, Lee- ElviraLillibridge, 932 W. Main, Logansport, Ind., Electrical Service.
BIDDINGER, Albert - Susie May Foltz, 130 Jefferson St., Rochester, Ind., Barber.
DICKEY, Orville- No information.
DILLON, Tamage - Alice Anderson, 707 Lafayette, Valparaiso, Ind., Insurance Agent.
MEISER, Florence - [Francis Ginther].
MORGAN, Maude - No information
RIDDLE, Edd - Deceased.
1908
EMMONS, Etta- George Haldy, Van Hotel, Princeton, Ind., Hotel Owner.
FRY, Myrtle - Earl Blye, Visilia, Cdif.
WYNN, Arlie- 707 N. Park Ave., Warsaw, Ind., Secretary.
RIDDLE, Earl - Besse Whitmore, 186 Spring St., Johnstown, Pa., Minister.
1909
BABCOCK, Otto - Sophie Lamb, Box 254, Waterman, I1., Retired.
OVERMYER, Harry - Grace Myers, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
STAUFFER, C. O. - Married, 123 Strathmon St., Mishawaka, Ind., Branch Manager Home

Furnace Co.
1910
WALLACE, Madge - Charles Myers, 1215 Jefferson, Rochester, Ind., Cashier & Sec., Times
Theatre.
1911

FOSTER, Ora- Deceased
MOW, Dean - Grethel Rogers, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Trustee Richland Twp., and Farmer.
RALSTON, Guy - 272 W. 5th, St., Peru, Ind.

1912
BABCOCK, Dean- Waterman Illinois.
EMMONS, Aubra- Deceased.
FOOR, Osa - Deceased.
PALMER, Carmen - Otto Kath, 2111 N. Sunset, Phoenix, Arizona Housewife.
WARNER, Emil - 918 20th St., South Bend, Ind.

[No Classin 1913]

1914
FOSTER, Herbert - Beda Vantilbury, 422 Fairmount, Mishawaka, Ind., Cost Accountant.
OVERMYER, William - Grace Johnson, Laketon, Ind., Grain Elevator.
RIDDLE, George - Jessie Long, 329 W. 7th St., Rochester, Ind., School Principal.

1915
ANDERSON, Harley - Martha Bauer, 402 E. Woodside, South Bend, Ind., Machinist.
BOWEN, Vernie - Pearl Wright, Leiters Ford, Indiana, Teacher.
BURKETT, Esther - Leo Mow, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
COOPER, Harley - Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
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CONAWAY, Bertha- A. C. Kelly, 554 Hoke Ave., Frankfort, Ind., Housewife.
MARSHALL, Claude - Deceased.
1916

BEEHLER, Eal - Margaret Y eakley, 417 Brown, Logansport, Ind., Supervisor of Accounting.

CLYMER, Claude - Deceased.

FOSTER, Ruth - Branstrator, 1007 Woodlawn Ave., Waukegan, I1l., Housewife.

FULTZ, Rhea- Kenneth Thompson, R. No. 1, Rochester, Indiana, Housewife.

MARSHALL, Lee- Florence Edgington, 513 E. Calvert, South Bend, Ind., Gas Man for
N.I.P.S.Co.

MEEK, Dorothy - Savage - Deceased.

MOW, Dewey - EdaWiseman, 704 N. Sycamore, North Manchester, Ind., Freight Agent for
Penn. R. R. at Roann.

STURGEON, Orland - Frances Krathwohl, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind. Truck Driver.

SWIHART, Melvin - Grace Mourey, 807 W. Walnut, Kokomo, Ind., School Supt., Kokomo,
Indiana

1917
BEEHLER, Otto- Bessie Overmyer, Decatur, Ind.
FLETCHER, Dae - Deceased
FULTZ, Dee - Rochester, Ind., Boston Store.
KESTNER, Roy - Florence Mullican, 148 E. Paris St., South Bend, Ind., Electrician at
Studebakers.
REED, Robert- R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
WY NN, Bertha- Lloyd Fletcher, 707 N. Park Ave., Warsaw, Ind., Housewife.

1918
CARY, Vida- Rochester, Ind., Kroger Store.
CLEVENGER, Edith- No information.
EASH, Ed - Deceased.
FOSTER, Ethel - Leroy Kirkpatrick, Rochester Ind., Teacher.
KERLER, Dallie- Mow, Moses Lake, Box 31, Washington.
MCcPHERON, Mary - Armen Warnock, Converse, Ind., Housewife.
OVERMYER, Bessie - Otto Beehler, Decatur, Indiana.
O'NEIL, Hazd - Howard Overmyer, Leiters Ford, Ind., Lunch Room Operator.
PALMER, Cecil - Fern McFeely, 7162 Kuhl Drive, Bell Gardens, Cdif., Malt Worker.
STURGEON, Zella- Reish, Caledonia, Ohio, Housewife.
SWIHART, Fred - Deceased.

1919
BARNHART, Marie- N. M. Alber, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
CONRAD, Zdlla- Robert Drudge, Akron, Ind., Housewife.
EASH, Mildred - Jones, Deceased.
HUBBARD, Eva- Dr. Middleton, Argos, Ind., Housewife.
WYNN, Cleo- June Smith, Culver, Ind., Engineer.

1920
CAREY, Vera- Arthur Pendleton, R. No. 5, Plymouth, Ind., Housewife.
FOSTER, Charles- Deceased.
JACKSON, Geneive - Howard Weir, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
LEEDY, Oren - GenevaBaldwin, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
MILLER, Mildred - 1624 Sunnymeade Ave., South Bend, Ind.
MILLER Ruth - Ralph Elliott, 3650 N. Hermitage, Chicago, Ill., Housewife.
NEWCOMB, Ruth - Alpha Overmyer, R. No. 3, Argos, Ind., Housewife.
PALMER, Doris- OrvilleLong, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
WRIGHT, Mildred - Vanatta - Deceased.
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1921
BURKETT, Walter - Mildred Haggerty, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.
BURKETT, Ledolia- Earl Ridout, 3712 E. New Y ork St., Indianapolis, Ind. Housewife.
MOW, Helen - Whitledge, 1258 N. Wells St., Chicago, Ill.
RINKER, Bessie - Chester Weimer, 12825 Dixie Drive, Detroit 23, Mich., Housewife, Teacher.
WALTERS, Robert - Ethel Rhodes, R. No. |3, Rochester, Ind., Farmer.

1922
BRINEY, Mary - Rochester, Ind.
BUNN, Frances- Donald Hendrickson, 39 N. Webster Ave., Indianapolis, Ind., Housewife.
DUDGEON Arlie- Ellen Boots, R. No. 3, Rochester, Ind., Carpenter.
FOSTER, Mabel - John Drew, Carpito, Venezuela, South America, Housewife.
HASSENPLUG, Mabd - Stanley Brown, 213 Shalley Dr., Plymouth, Ind., Housewife.
ROGERS, Cryta - Phillips, Argos, Ind., Housewife.
SHERTZ, Irma- Charles Riddle, R. No. 3, Argos, Indiana, Housewife.
WRIGHT, Mabel - Ray Hahn, 903 - 170 St., Hammond, Ind., Housewife.

1923
BOTT, Freda - Wilbert Irvine, 3140 W. Haven Park, El Monte, Calif., Housewife.
BURKETT, Bessie - Dell Good, Leiters Ford, Ind., Housewife.
HIATT, Florence- L. W. Kenyon, P. O. Box 89, 871 S. Logan, Littleton, Ohio, Accountant.
OVERMYER, Hazd - Lyman Maorris, Culver, Ind., Housewife.
ROHRER - Glenn - Roy Coplen Carmel, Ind., Housewife.
SHEETZ, Cal - Argos, Ind., Dealing in Electric Appliances.
WOLFORD, Fay - Lowell Fishburn, 502 Ash Ave.,, Littleton, Colo., Housewife.

[No Classesin 1924 and 1925]

1926
HALTERMAN Evadean - Harold Deardorff, Roann, Ind., Housewife.
HASSENPLUG, Obed - Dorothy Erainaker, 430 S. Ashin, Arzusa, Cdlif., Grocery Store Clerk.
HIATT, John- Mary Launer, 1500 S. Main, Rochester, Ind., Monument Retailer.
KANOUSE, Donald - Mary Ruth Meek, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Painter.
MEEK, Mary Ruth - Donald Kanouse, R. No. 5, Rochester, Ind., Housewife.
MILLER, Albert - 1304 N. Jackson St., Muncie, Ind.
OVERMYER, Nelson -